March 2000 


The ultimate 
bus ride: 
Land’s End to 
John o’Groats 


Quality counts: 
Dublin doubles J 
’decker loads ' Aleg 


iva) 
———— 
a 
——£, 
———_— as 
ee OS 
ae a! 
———————— no) 
————— 
eS 
———+— 
fre 
———— i 
———————_ 
fon 


2000 RALLY CALENDAR 
AND MUSEUM GUIDE 


Roth 


Model Worl 


22 WELLGATE, ROTHERHAM S60 2LR 


TEL: 01709 720072 FAX: 01709 510010 


EFE RELEASES 

JANUARY 2000 - MARCH 2000 
January 
Guy Arab Utility - Midland General 
Plaxton Paramount - Wallace Arnold ... 
Bristol VRT 3 - Southern National 
BET Willowbrook Leopard - Midland General 
Leyland Atlantean/MCW - South Yorks PTE 
Leyland National - Barton : 
Bristol FLF - Eastern National (Coach version) ... 


£12.50 


Leyland Atlantean XA - London Transport ............ £12.50 
February 
Plaxton Paramount - ShearingS .........ccceeeeeeee £13.50 


Bristol MW - Hants & Dorset 
Guy Arab Utility Bus - Southdown .... 
Leyland TD1 Open Staircase - Bolton .... 
Leyland PD1 Highbridge - Warrington 
Plaxton Pointer - Midland Red 
Daimler Fleetline/Alexander - Bournemouth 


£13.50 


Alexander Y Type - Stagecoach Western Buses 

March 

Plaxton Paramount - SKilIS ........c:ceccseeseseseseteeeeees £13.50 
Bristol VRT 3 - Stagecoach (United Counties) ...... £13.50 


Guy Arab 1 Utility - Colchester 
Leyland TD1 Open Staircase - Birkenhead .. 
Leyland National 2 - South Yorkshire PTE .... 
Mercedes Benz Hoppa - Eastern Counties 
AEC Routemaster - Southampton CityBus 
Alexander Y Type De-Luxe - Lancaster 


ORIGINAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 
1ST QUARTER RELEASES 2000 
Southdown 
Leyland PD3 Queen Mary Single Headlights - 
Southdown 
Leyland PD3 Queen Mary Double Headlights - 
Southdown 
Leyland PD3 Queen Mary Open Top ... 


Classics 

Daimler CW utility Bus - Chester 
Guy Arab Utility Bus - W. Alexander 
Bristol K Utility - Chatham & District 
BUT 9641T Trolleybus - Huddersfield 
Bristol K/ECW - Premier Travel 
Leyland Olympian/ECW - Ribble ... 


Blackpool 

Blackpool Balloon Tram - Michelin... £16.99 
Blackpool Brush Railcar Tram - Blackpool Zoo ....£16.50 
Modern Image 

Palatine Il - Nottingham City Transport ............06 £13.50 


Optare Solo - Travel London 
Dennis Dart SLF - Barton 
Plaxton Beaver 2 - First Glasgow ... 
Plaxton Premier - Jetlink 
Neoplan Cityline - Supreme of Hadleigh 


Card Kit 
Martin Tram Depot - Blackpool 


3 : , ‘SWITCH 


ORIENTAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 
43012 Leyland Olympian/ECW - 


Ocean Park (NOV)! Re vscctcccasccavsssiesctseoes teasvatoee £19.99 
43223 Volvo Olympian/Alexander - 

Friends of KMB) (NOV) inctecesesessssrasavsvstvansrrcscnenssonee £19.99 
43224 Volvo Olympian/Alexander - 

KMB 50th Anniversary (NOV) ......ccessesseeeeerees £19.99 
44404 Dennis Trident/Alexander - Citybus 

(Adverts for Citybus website) (Jan) .......ceceeee £19.95 
44602 Leyland AN/Alexander - Singapore (Jan) ..£19.99 
44603 Leyland AN/Alexander - Citybus (Nov) ...... £19.99 
44801 Guy Victory/Alexander - CMB (Jan) .......... £19.99 


COLLECTORS MODELS 


1/76th Scale Die-Cast, finely detailed, Limited Edition 


V101A Leyland Victory - CMB (Blue/Cream) 
WAAL GNISY«:<cesacstemtesccscymiocndosnvan racansnians acooepempomne £20.99 
V105A Leyland Victory - Fortune Reality 


(All: OVER: AG), Feo creerarasenvestonssaconensevecssssenmnvsponpannees £20.99 
V106A Leyland Victory - Winners Cigarettes 

(AN OVER AG) cette. er oagssactsncspncsisnreninacdpcennneees nema £20.99 
V110B Leyland Victory - Red ‘A’ (all over ad) _......£22.99 
V115A Leyland Victory - CMB (LV1) 

(ANOVEREO) oo cacohetascarercaresesdnssactsesicecascusessiaiaaa £24.99 


OPENING TIMES: Mon-Fri 09.30 - 17.00 Sat 09.00 - 16.30 
Your surplus Bus + Truck Models. Please send us your lists. UK Post Free. Overseas at cost. 


A SELECTION OF BUSES FROM HOME 
AND OVERSEAS £16 EACH OR 
TWO ON ONE TAPE FOR £12 EACH. 
SENT POST-FREE WORLDWIDE CREDIT 
CARDS WELCOME 


See us at most major rallies this year or See Our List available for £2.50 post inc. 


With Money Off Voucher 
763. 


80s. 
762. 


the 80s. 
761 


George Roberts. 
760. 


Diesels, DMU, Deltics etc. 
759. 


758, 


numbers announced. 
757. 


autumnal weather. 
756. 


solos. 
755. 


753, 


PMP archives. 
752. 


750. 


Huge variety taking us from RT days through to 1988. 


746. 
All over adverts. 


PMP, 17 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE, LOWER PEOVER, 


CHESHIRE WA16 9QJ. Tel: 01565 722045 


PMP TRANSPORT 
VIDEOS 


Nottinghamshire, UK Buses. Deregulation to Millennium. Video coverage of developments in the county, 
concentrating on Nottingham, Mansfield, with material from PMP collection and extra material covering the 


Derbyshire, UK Buses. Deregulation to Millennium. Video coverage of developments in the county, 
concentrating on Derby and Chesterfield. Drawn from PMP collection with additional archive video footage in 


Hants/Wilts, UK Buses. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer visiting Portsmouth February 1999, Winchester April 
1999, Salisbury November 1999 and Basingstoke December 1999 plus 1987 cine from Southampton by 


British Rail, UK Heavy Rail. 60 minutes of good quality amateur cine film by George Roberts taken in 
1970s/80s featuring mainly London and Home Counties. Includes 3rd rail and overhead electrics plus 


Potteries, UK Buses November 1999. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer with fleet numbers announced to aid with 
vehicle identification. Mainly around Hanley bus station, town centre and Stoke upon Trent. 

West Midlands, UK Buses 1997-99. We start with bright sun on Dudley bus station in November 1997, then 
forward in time to West Bromwich and Walsall in November 1999. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer. Fleet 


Birmingham, UK Buses November 1999. 60 minutes, filmed by Dave Spencer, with fleet numbers 
announced. A variety of central locations with low floor deckers and articulated buses in some rather dark 


Dorset, UK Buses November 1999. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer with fleet numbers announced. Visiting 
Bournemouth, Poole & Weymouth for weekday bus operations. New low floor Tridents in Bournemouth, W&D 


Merseyside, UK Buses 1999. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer visiting city centre bus stations together with new 
Birkenhead town bus station with the electric micro buses in operation. Filmed November 1999 

World of Trolleybuses, 1990-1999. An amazing trip around the world’s trolleybus systems with a particular 
system chosen to represent many of the world’s remaining trolleybus operating countries, drawn from the 


World of Buses, various 1991-1999. A decade of buses around the world with scenes drawn from the PMP 
archives covering Asia, Australia, New Zealand, Indian Sub Continent, Nth/Sth America and North Africa 


London, UK Buses 1970s-80s. George Roberts collection, archive cine film. 
Morden, Wimbledon, Raynes Park, RT era, Sutton, Vintage scenes. Various shots inc. Epsom Derby Days 


London, UK Buses 1970s-80s. George Roberts collection, archive cine, including Central London, Greenline. 
Crownpoint, Tooting Broadway, Bedford Hill, Sutton, Hounslow, Hayes, London Airport, 
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SOUTHDOWN 

41901 Leyland PD3 “Queen Mary” 
(Single headlights) 

41902 Leyland PD3 “Queen Mary’ 
(Twin headlights) 


CLASSICS 


43711 BUT 9641T Trolleybus, 
Huddresfield Corp. 


Services 


40703 Bristol K/ECW, Premier Travel 


43204 City Bus (Handover) 
43205 City Bus Standard ... 
43206 China Motor Bus 
43215 Year Of The Tiger ..... 
43216 China Motor Bus Airport 
43218 KCRC Original Livery .... 
43219 Singapore Super Bus 
43220 KMB Re-Issue ..... 
43221 Year Of The Rabbit . 
44501 City Bus Cityflyer Airport Bus 
(Hong Kong Version)... 


42707 City Bus Van Hool Alizee . 


91706 Metro Bus KMB 


Includes scenes in Surrey, 


— 


Opening hours: 


CHRIS BRIERLEY MODELS 


»¥ <3 53 York Street, Heywood, Nr. Rochdale OL10 4NR. 


ORIGINAL OMNIBUS CO. 
JANUARY - MARCH 2000 RELEASES 


42001 Leyland PD3 “Queen Mary” Open Top 
43912 Bristol K Utility Bus, Chatham & District 
43013 Leyland Olympian/ECW, Ribble Motor 


43913 Guy Arab Utility Bus. W. Alexander & Sons Jan 
43914 Daimler CW Utility Bus, Chester Corp. 


ORIENTAL OMNIBUSES 


44502 City Bus Cityflyer Airpert Bus (Engish Version). 


42808 Kowloon Motor Bus Dennis Dart 
40407 Kowloon Motor Bus 1933 ............ 


These oriental buses include p&p UK only — Overseas at cost 


Credit card orders welcome or please make cheque payable to: 


CHRIS BRIERLEY MODELS 
MONDAY: 09.00-17.30. TUESDAY CLOSED WEDNESDAY: 09.00-1 
THURSDAY: 09.00- 


= 


01706 365812 Fax: 01706 627811 


EiCORGI 


BLACKPOOL 
44004 Blackpool Brush Railcoach, 
Jan £15.99 Blackpool Zoo 
43515 Blackpool Balloon Tram, Michelin 
Feb £1599 | MODERN IMAGE 
Mar S109) 44105 Optare Solo, Travel London Jan 
44204 Neoplan Cityliner, Supreme Travel Jan 
Jan £13.50 43412 Plaxton Beaver, First Glasgow Feb 
42728 Van Hool Alizee, Parks of Hamilton Mar 
Jan £14.50 44705 Dennis Dart SLF/Pointer 2, Barton Buses Mar £ 
43612 Palatine II, Nottingham City Transport — Mar 
Jan £13.50 43317 Plaxton Premiere, Jetlink Mar 
£13.50 | CARD KITS 
Feb £13.50 | 44903 1:76 Martin Depot, Blackpool £13.50 
Jan 44902 1:76 Victoria Coach Station 


£24.99 | NEW RELEASES 
(Please phone) | 44503 Duple Metsec Trident Cityflyer ........ssssesssseeue £19.99 
sensnu€24.99 | 44504 Duple Metsec Trident City BUS ..........ssssseenk 19,99 
(Please phone) | 44601 Leyland Atlantean (new casting) 


City Bus Happy Valley ........:0000 
44701 Dennis Dart SLF City Bus (Aug.) 
43222 3 Axle Olympian KMB Dragon Boat (Aug.)..... 


svsvesu29,99 

1219.99 
oneesen 24,99 
(Please phone) 
.....(Please phone) 


£24.99 
RE IMPORTED (NEW LOWER PRICES) 


43207 Kowloon Motor Bus (Handover 


43210 China Motor Bus (Handover) £24.99 
£29.99 | 43208 Long Win Airport Bus 
£14.99 | 43214 Capital City Bus 
£14.99 | 43217 Stagecoach ... 


au 19199) 
“(Please phone) 
...(Please phone) 


44302 Dennis Trident City Bus . 
45004 China Motor Bus Gift Set 
42803 City Bus Dennis Dart .. 


KN 


7.30 
17.30 FRIDAY: 09.00-17.30 SATURDAY: 09.00-17.30 


y am * 
LOTS 
Se 


Membership of LOTS entitles you to the QUICKEST and 
MOST UP-TO-DATE information on the ever changing 
London bus scene. All members receive our monthly 
Newsletter, The London Bus (TLB), which in one illustrated 
Newsletter covers all of the current operators in the former 
London Transport area and includes the following regular 


features every month. 
General and Industry News 


Route Developments for the former London Transport area 


Vehicle news for the former London Transport area 
(including a Where are they now? column) 


and much, much more in our packed pages, with no blank 


spaces! 


The following publications are now available from LOTS: 

e London Bus Magazine — issue number 110 features articles 
on the Review of 1998 and the Memories of Working on the 
Buses, as well as the usual Around & About section. 

Order your copy now, £4.30 (£3.30 to members). 

e TLB Extra 1969 - TLB style Vehicle News for the year, 

56 pages, with illustrations - £4.00 (£3.00 to members). 


For more details of the benefits of membership of Britain’s 
largest Bus enthusiast society, or our latest sales list, why not 
check out the web site or alternatively send a large stamped 


addressed envelope to: 


Postal Sales or Membership Secretary, (as applicable) 
London Omnibus Traction Society, 
Unit 8, Battersea Business Centre, 
103-109 Lavender Hill, London SW11 S5QF. 


http://www.lots.org.uk 


‘COMPANY 


January-March 2000 

Southdown 

Leyland PD3, (Single headlights) £16.00 
Leyland PD3, (Twin headlights) £16.00 
Leyland PD3, (Twin headlights) Open Top + £16.00 


Classic Buses 

Bristol K utility, Chatham & District £13.50 
BUT 9641T Trolleybus, Huddersfield £14.50 
Leyland Olympian/ECW, Ribble NBC £13.50 
Guy Arab utility, W. Alexander & Sons £13.50 
Daimler CW utility, Chester Corporation £13.50 
Bristol K/ECW, Premier Travel £13.50 


Blackpool 

Brush rail coach - Blackpool Zoo £16.99 
Balloon tram - Michelin £16.99 
Marton Depot Card Kit £14.95 


Modern 

Optare Solo, Travel London £13.50 
Neoplan Cityliner, Supreme Travel £16.50 
Plaxton Beaver, First Glasgow £13.50 
Van Hool Alizee, Park’s of Hamilton £14.50 
Dart/SLF Pointer 2 single door, Barton £14.50 
Palatine Il, Nottingham City £13.50 
Plaxton Premiere, Jetlink £14.50 


2000 OOC Catalogue January-March £0.75 
Card Kit - Victoria Coach Station £14.95 


Corgi - THE QUEEN MOTHER’s CENTURY 
Fully closed tram £14.50 
State Landau, with QM and Princes Charles £47.50 


TRANSMAC Dept B, 


CLassic, VETERAN & VINTAGE 
VEHICLE | 


r 


Policies are designed for any age of driver and offer 
Competitive Premiums with Inclusive European Breakdown 
Recovery for Limited or Unlimited Mileage plus Road Rage 


Personal Accident Cover and Motor Legal Expenses 
FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE AND COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND 


Call Us Today 
The Enthusiast’ Insurance Broker 


FOOTMAN JAMES 
Telephone 


0121 561 4196 


MODEL BUSES TRANSMAC eS 


http://www.diecastmodels.uk.com 


RIGINAL 
NIBUS 


Limited numbers of the following are now in January 2000 PEAK HORSE MODELS 
stock:- Guy Arab II utility, Midland General £12.50 HONG KONG BUS STOP SERIES 
Leyland Olympian: Plaxton Paramount 3500, Wallace Amold £12.50 1:87 SCALE, LIMITED EDITION, 
43012 Ocean Park £20.00 Bristol VR Ill, Southern National £12.50 SUPER DETAILED PLASTIC MODELS 
BET Willowbrook Leopard, Midland Red £12.50 
Leyland Olympian 3 axle: Leyland National, Barton £12.50 DENNIS DRACO DENNIS.cokwen 
43214 Capital CityBus £19.95 - MCW Atlantesn, South Yoshie PTE £12.50 27102, OME2, Wihiteltiue, Route 690 Ele 
42220 /KMB = White: (pink: seats) £80100 Lodekka (coach), Eastern National £12.50 eet po ane: ioe : i Btn 
: k Models carrying ‘all over advertising 
Volvo Olympian 3 axle: Leyland Atlantean XA, London Transport £12.50 22105 Plaza Hollywood £16.00 
43222 KMB Dragon boat £20.00 22109 Eva Air £17.50 
eos cae St kan ne Ai 2000 ; : HONG KONG 4 WHEEL TRAMCAR SERIES 
p ee our web site or telephone for price detail 1:76 SCALE, LIMITED EDITION, 
Dennis Trident: Leyland PD1 High Bridge, Warrington £13.50 DIE-CAST MODELS 
44403 Captain KMB (Cartoon) £40.00 Bristol MW, Hants & Dorset £13.50 11107 All over advert - Nissin £17.50 
44504 CityBus £40.00 Plaxton Pointer, Midland Red £13.50 11105 Scotts Emulsion £17.50 


THe MARKET LEADER 


44507 CityBus (www.citybus.com.hk) Alexander Y, Stagecoach Western £13.50 11106 Longevity ’ £17.50 
£20.00 Alexander Fleetline, Bournemouth £13.50 11110 Double Happiness £17.50 
Guy Arab 2, utility, Southdown £13.50 11201 Principal Insurance £17.50 


Leyland Atlantean: ‘ 11203 Fishermans Friend £17.50 
44603 Citybus (Network 26) Se ine ied er oe 11109 Taikoo Sugar £17.50 
44602 Singapore Bus y P pene : 11202 Hong Kong, New T&T £17.50 
‘ F 11111 Fisherman's Friend, Extra Strong £17.50 

Guy Victory: f 
pr : Oe March 2000 11112 Fisherman's Friend, Super St Mint £17.50 
Alexander Y (B), Lancaster (DL) £13.50 11113 Pentax Camera £17.50 


Corgi Classics AEC RM, Southampton CityBus £13.50 11204 Fisherman's Friend, Sugar Free Mint £17.50 

TRAMWAY CLASSICS 1:72 SCALE Leyland National, South Yorkshire £13.50 11205 Fisherman's Friend, S F Original £17.50 

Tram - Fully closed, Leeds Bristol VR, Stagecoach 11206 Fisherman's Friend, Lemon Lozenge £17.50 

Single Deck tram, Darlington (United Counties) 4 acs Collector’s Models 

MB Hopper, Eastern Counties : 1:76 scale Diecast, finely detailed, limited edition 

ITEMS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY Guy Arab 1 utility, Colchester £18.50 ~ . LeylandVictonverortine Realt £20.00 
Details of stock it be found eith plas eek) y 

eile ge ! ps ne * oun ef Plaxton Paramount 3500, Skills £13.50 Leyland Victory, Winner £20.00 

OI OUR WED SRE OND Yy COmactng Sone Leyland TD1 (open stair), Birkenhead Sx £13.50 Leyland Victory Il, Red A £20.00 


10 Stone Brig Lane, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 QUE. Tel/Fax: 0113 282 5349 


—=—=j e-mail: busmodels @transmac.freeserve.co.uk 
Dates are manufacturers plan. Models will be dispatched as soon as stock arrives. Prices include postage, Air Mail at cost. ~ = 


Models can be insured against loss/damage in transit - please add £1 per item for this service 


March 2000 


AN AWFUL WARNING FROM AMERICA 


ast month, you may have seen the short story we carried from America about motorists in Washington State — in the 
L prosperous north-west of the US — voting for a drastic road tax cut that could slash the city of Seattle’s bus mileage by one 
third. The story doesn’t end in Seattle. According to Bus Ride, the main US bus magazine, the effect could be far more 
widespread. For scores of transit systems throughout the state, many providing lifeline services for the minority without a car, 
depend on car tax for a substantial proportion of their income. Now they face the real risk of living within drastically reduced 
means. 

So while Seattle’s Metro Transit hopes an initial round of service reductions and a freeze on new vehicle investment will stave off 
more damaging cuts to one of the US’s better bus systems, others face something closer to Armageddon. Whatcom 
Transportation Authority, serving Bellingham, just south of the Canadian border, relies on car tax for 47% of its running costs and 
is looking at sharp service cutbacks, and possibly losing 66% of its support staff and 50% of its drivers; and remember we're 
talking of an area where services are skeletal by British standards and the undertaking employs only 170 people. 

Other transit authorities depend even more heavily on car tax, not least on Whidbey Island in the Puget Sound where Island 
Transit charges no fares. 

Now you can argue that this could never happen here. After all, we British are seldom given the opportunity to vote in single- 
issue referendums like this. Successive governments have studiously avoided hypothecating taxes so car tax doesn’t 
automatically go into the transport budget and drink tax doesn’t all go into hospitals treating alcohol addiction. We don’t have 50% 
bus subsidies. And surely we have long enjoyed a better standard of bus service than is available across much of sprawling, car- 
dependent urban America. 

Perhaps so, but we shouldn't take it for granted. For the past 11 years, Lex Service has published an annual survey of motorists’ 
attitudes to a wide range of issues, including public transport. This year, now that Lex owns the RAC, it has been published under 
its prestigious new subsidiary’s name and comes with the added authority of a foreword from Lord Gus Macdonald, the Minister 
for Transport. It contains the distilled views of 1,563 motorists and has chilling warnings of why the Washington State decisions 
could so easily be taken in Britain, maybe not now but perhaps in 10 or 15 years’ time. 

This nation is becoming more car reliant. Since 1988, the RAC says the proportion of motorists who never use buses has risen 
from 65% to 81% and the proportion still using buses to commute to work has fallen from 5% to 4%. Apparently, these decisions 
have little to do with the quality of public transport and everything to do with people’s belief that cars are cheaper and quicker. 
They're convinced it’s 25% cheaper to commute by car, especially if the school run is incorporated into that routine. 

Part of this is about perception. The RAC freely admits that motorists don’t have a clear idea of the true costs of buying and 
running cars, nor necessarily about the true scale of congestion-based delays, but as our prime minister is said to have told his 
colleagues in 1997, perception is reality. And there is no doubting that motoring costs have risen less sharply than public transport 
fares over the past 40 years. Nor is there much chance of a change in that trend, for excess manufacturing capacity and 
consumer pressure is likely to drive down new car prices over the next few years. 

Just to reinforce the message, a report from the Key Note market intelligence company shows that British use of public transport 
fell from 15.1% of passenger kilometres to 10.8% between 1985 and 1995, making us one of the lowest users of buses and trains 
in the western hemisphere. 

Key Note does say that rail use is rising again and that bus use should rise, but the dire warning in this and the RAC survey is 
that a Washington isn’t unthinkable. There may never be a referendum on public transport subsidies or investment decisions, but 
if more than eight out of 10 car drivers never consider catching a bus — ever — and eight out of 10 journeys are made by car, 
government decisions nof to invest in public transport could at very least be termed ‘not unpopular’. They might even be termed 
‘popular’ if the alternative is a tax cut or investment in a public service used by eight out of 10 car drivers. 

Let’s hope it never reaches such a pass, but public transport’s supporters and especially 
: those seeking to woo motorists on to improved bus 
services need to be aware of the risk, and be even more 
alive to the keenly-held perceptions that need to be 
tackled before the bus travel market can 
grow again. 


ALAN MILLAR 


EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
All articles, letters, press releases and colour photographs (we prefer 
to use transparencies where possible) should be sent to the Editor at: 
In 1994, Whatcom Transportation Authority was operating this short Buses, PO Box 3759, Glasgow, G41 5YN 
wheelbase GMC ‘New Look’ transit bus in Fairhaven, part of the Bellingham 
conurbation in Washington State where, today, severe service and resource 
cuts are threatened by a vote to slash motoring taxes. 
— Fleet news reports (but not photographs) should be sent to the 
appropriate correspondents whose addresses are listed in the Fleet 
News sections. 


Please send a stamped addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
photographs returned after use. 


Buses is published 

on the third Friday 

of the month preceding 
cover date by: 


lan Allan Publishing Ltd 

Riverdene Business Park 

Molesey Road 

Hersham 

Surrey KT12 4RG 

tel 01932 266600 

fax 01932 266601 

Website: www.ianallanpub.co.uk/buses 
E.mail: info @ .ianallanpub.co.uk 
Editorial address: 


Alan Millar MCIT, Editor Buses, 
PO Box 3759, Glasgow G41 5YN, 
tel: 0141 427 6294 fax: 0141 427 9594. 


Registered office: 
Terminal House, Shepperton 
Middlesex TW17 8AS 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 
BACK NUMBERS FROM 
lan Allan Publishing 
Subscriptions Department 
Riverdene Business Park 
Molesey Road 

Hersham 

Surrey KT12 4RG 

Tel 01932 266622 
Fax/out-of-hours answerphone 
01932 266633 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Home £35.40; 

Europe/Ireland: £43; 

rest of the world (economy): £45; 
1st Class Airmail £54. 


TWO-YEAR SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Home £70.80; 

Europe/lreland: £86; 

rest of the world (economy): £90; 
1st Class Airmail £108. 


BACK NUMBERS 

lan Allan Subscriptions can supply 

back issues for the past year and more, 
subject to availability. Each copy costs 
cover price plus 70p p&p (£1.30 Europe, 
£1.95 rest of the world). 

Please check availability before ordering. 


BINDERS 

£6.95 plus postage & packing 

(UK no extra charge, Europe £2.50; 
Outside Europe £3.50). 

Please make cheques payable to lan Allan 
Publishing Ltd 


TRADE DISTRIBUTION 
Marketforce 

247 Tottenham Court Road 
London W1P OAU 


ISSN 0007-6329 


EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

We are pleased to consider articles and 
photographs (colour transparencies 

only, please) for possible publication in Buses. 
Material accepted will be retained and paid 

for at our standard rates on publication. 

Items which cannot be used will be returned 

if accompanied by a stamped, addressed 
envelope. Photographs should be clearly 
marked on the reverse (or on the transparency 
mounts) with your name, address 

and subject details. 

Such material is provided at the contributor’s 
own risk; we regret that lan Allan Publishing Ltd 
cannot be held responsible for loss or damage 
howsoever caused. 

We are also very grateful to receive 

news items; those for Fleet News should 

be sent direct to the relevant author at the 
addresses shown in those sections, and 

items of more general news should be 

sent to the editor. 


Printed by lan Allan Printing 
Tel: 01932 266600 


© lan Allan Publishing Ltd 2000 

All rights reserved. No part of this magazine 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, recording or by any 
information or retrieval system, without prior 
permission in writing from the copyright owners. 
Multiple copying of the contents of this 
magazine without written approval 

is not permitted. 


Editor: Alan Millar MCIT Tel: 0141 427 6294 Fax: 0141 427 9594 
Editorial assistant: Philip Lamb 

Art director: Simon Joslin 

Advertising: Sheila West Tel: 01932 266603 


Website: wwww.ianallanpub.co.uk/ 
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NABI nabs Optare opportunity; Arriva bids for MTL; FirstGroup grows in York 


Athens invests in trolleybuses and gas buses; German developments 


FEATURES 


Michael Yelton tells the story of his ultimate bus ride, between Britain’s south-western and north-eastern extremities 
Tivo Somerset independents have survived threats to their future. Laurie James and Peter Willcock profile Safeway 
and Wakes 


The Irish capital’s Stillorgan Quality Bus Corridor shows what can be achieved by a combination of intensive peak 
operation and a raft of effective bus priorities 


REGULARS 
9 


A Leyland Terrier that was more luxurious than necessarily pretty 


13 
John Aldridge on Harris Bus, buses to the Dome and the Mayor 


16 
The Editor’s sideways look at the bus world includes Manchester’s 
Centreline, graunching Ailsas and the Mighty Subortem 


18 
Barry Doe sings Herefordshire’s praises 
27 


Where to surf in search of model buses. Richard Delahoy explains 


34 


Crisis for Portsmouth museum; lottery news from Manchester and Ipswich 


35 


Phil Tonks takes up Julian Osborne’s theme with some illuminating 
rides in the West Midlands 


36 


The Routemaster debate roars off in first gear; a local perspective on 


PAGE 26 
No wake for Wakes 
PETER WILLCOCK 
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Piling them on for Stillorgan 
JONATHAN McDONNELL 
Jorthampton’s guided buses and more on exact fares 


40 


Books on the 1970s, vehicle registrations, preserved buses and Scottish road transport, along with a Plymouth model 


EET NEWS 


42 
John G. Lidstone 


52 
Sandy Macdonald 


58 
G. Irvine Millar and Ian Molloy 


SUPPLEMENT 


Cover: 
This splendidly restored Leicester AEC Renown with forward-entrance 
East Lancs body is just one of many hundreds of preserved PSVs you 
can see at the rallies and museums in this month’s free guide. 

MIKE GREENWOOD 


RALLY CALENDAR 2000 
What’s on at Amberley and a veritable host of 
museums, rallies and running days 


NABI NABS OPTARE OPPORTUNITY 


In the latest move in the growing globalisation of the 
bus-building industry, Optare Group has been acquired 
by NABI, a US-based Hungarian bus builder, reports 
STEPHEN MORRIS. 

There has been speculation for some time that 
Optare, number three in the British bus market, some 
way behind Dennis and Volvo, would have to follow the 
amalgamation trail. The announcement that the Leeds- 
based company would be importing the former Renault 
Agora Line in a joint venture with Irisbus added to the 
speculation. However, to use one of Optare’s favourite 
words, NABI provided it with ‘synergies’, being an 
independent company on a similar scale to Optare, 
pursuing new technologies and active in markets and 
with models that present no real conflicts with Optare. 


NABI is North American Bus Industries Inc, based in 
Anniston, Alabama, which is itself a subsidiary of NABI 
Rt, a Hungarian-registered company based in Budapest 
and 56%-owned by the Jersey-based First Hungary 
Fund. 

It is even newer to the business than Optare, having 
been formed in 1992, and like Optare, which took over 
the factory of former Leyland subsidiary Charles H. Roe 
in 1985, it too is based on a larger, better-known 
company; it was formed to take over the failed US 
operations of Ikarus. 

NABI builds four products for the North American 
market, the SF40, a typical US 40ft transit bus powered 
by Cummins M11 or Detroit Diesel S50 engines; the 
60ft articulated SF60; and the 35ft LF35 and 40ft LF40 
low-floor buses which use diesel and gas-fuelled 
Cummins C-series engines. 

Its CompoBus, launched at the UITP conference in 
Toronto last May, is a new low-floor bus featuring a 
unique one-piece composite glassfibre and polyvinyl! 
resin body, built using a system called Scrimp, on which 
NABI holds an exclusive worldwide licence for bus use. 
A futuristic concept bus based on the same 
construction system was shown at last October’s APTA 
bus exhibition in Orlando (Buses, December 1999). 


Ironically, such construction would have been ideal for 
Optare’s forthcoming low-floor minibus, which also uses 
a one-piece shell, but development of this vehicle was 
too far advanced when the take-over was announced 
on 20 January. 

NABI builds its body shells at its Budapest plant 
(previously Ikarus’s final inspection and delivery factory) 
and ships them out to Alabama for fitting with running 
units and finishing. It sold only 58 buses in North 
America in 1994, but this had increased to 501 by 1999 
and its order book now stands at 1,400. Optare 
registered 413 vehicles in 1999, giving it 12% of the UK 
market. 90% of these were integrals. 

Despite its Hungarian base, NABI builds exclusively 
for North America and sees Optare as a useful route 


Optare plans to complete 
development of a mould-breaking 
low-floor integral double-decker by 
the end of the year. 

Unlike the DAF-based Spectra, 
the new integral will have a flat 
gangway throughout. No more is 
known about its componentry, but 
it will use glassfibre reinforced 


components to give it a low weight 
and good fuel economy. 


Having started as a bodybuilder, 
Optare has moved increasingly 
toward integral construction since 
taking over the MetroRider from 
MCW in 1988. Since then, the 
Excel has taken over the larger 
single-deck sector of its business, 


into Europe. At 

the same time 

it sees 

considerable 

potential for the 

Optare Solo in 

North America, 

which has no 

comparable 4! 

product. The Excel is less likely to make its way to 
America, where it would conflict with NABI’s own LF35. 


Optare insists that it is ‘business as usual’ after the 
£21.5 million takeover, with Russell Richardson 
remaining as managing director, and gaining a seat on 
NABI’s board. The rest of Optare’s management also 
remains. In addition to the Crossgates plant in Leeds, 
NABI also gains Autobus (now dormant, as the 
Rotherham factory trades as Optare), the parts supply 
and service arm Unitec and Optare Coach Sales, which 
sells Bova integrals and Mercedes-based midicoach 
models built in Spain to Optare’s order. 


NABI claims the merger puts it into the top 10 bus 
builders (admittedly near the bottom of the top 10, 
conceded NABI board director Csaba Zoltan). Russell 
Richardson, having nurtured Optare from its humble 
beginnings, is pleased to have sold it to a like-minded 
company which has no reason to quash its identity. 
‘When I’m 75 and sitting on the sea front, | still want to 
be able to say “there goes an Optare bus”,’ he told me. 


So far, it is not known what will happen to the venture 
to bring the Agora Line into the UK, but Russell 
Richardson sees no reason for the project not to 
progress. ‘NABI and Irisbus do not compete in any 
markets,’ he 
says, and 
similarly supply 
of DAF Bus 
DB250 chassis 
for the Spectra 
will continue 
through Arriva 
Bus & Coach. 


ap 


Top: 

NABI’s revolutionary CompoBus at last October's 
APTA exhibition, raised to show its moulded 
structure. 

STEWART J. BROWN 


Above right: 

NABI is keen to take the Optare Solo into 
America. One of the latest delivery to Blackpool 
Transport (a consistent Optare customer since 
the mid-1980s), 264 (V264 HEC), was 
photographed in service on 19 January. 


previously catered for by models 
on DAF, Dennis, MAN and 
Mercedes-Benz chassis. Of 272 
vehicles built in 1995, 117 were 
body-on-chassis; in 1998, only 34 
out of 309 vehicles were on 
separate chassis and the Spectra 
is its last body-on chassis. 


| ARRIVA BIDS TO BUY MTL... 


Arriva has emerged as the 
mystery suitor lining itself up to 
buy MTL Services, the last former 
PTE bus company still in private 
ownership (‘News’ last month). 


MTL’s management, which owns 
19.8% of the shares in the 
Liverpool-based operator, has 
recommended acceptance of a 
£34.7 million offer from Arriva, an 
offer that includes the assumption 
of MTL’s debts of an estimated 
£50 million. Employee 
shareholders, who stand to 
receive windfalls averaging 
£13,400 if the deal goes ahead, 
were expected to accept 
Arriva’s offer. 


The takeover will add MTL 
North’s 970 buses based mainly in 
the former Merseyside county, but 
also at the Heysham Travel 
offshoot serving Lancaster. It will 
give Arriva an estimated 90% 
share of the local bus market in 
Greater Liverpool where Arriva 
North West already has a 
significant presence, but the 
market is more evenly shared 
with FirstGroup on the 
Wirral peninsula. 

As a result, Arriva’s UK bus fleet 
seems poised to rise to 
approximately 7,300 vehicles, 
almost as many as Stagecoach 
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runs in the UK, although there are 
far more Stagecoach than Arriva 
buses overseas. 


As we closed for press, there 
was no word yet of the Office of 
Fair Trading’s attitude to the 
proposed takeover, and it may be 
that Arriva will ultimately either 
have to accept tough regulatory 
conditions or even be required to 
dispose of some of its Merseyside 
activities to satisfy the Competition 
Commission. This is the first major 
bus industry acquisition since the 
new Competition Act took effect. 


MTL also operates the 
Merseyrail Electrics and Northern 
Spirit rail franchises and MTL 
Contracts, a transport cleaning 
company. Arriva has been keen to 
follow the other big four bus 
groups into the rail market, but the 
two loss-making MTL franchises 
are likely to be amalgamated into 
larger businesses, so Arriva only 
expects to operate them in their 
present form for a maximum of 
12 months. 


Despite speculation that MTL would be 
absorbed by Stagecoach, Arriva has 
emerged as the likely buyer. 

MTL North’s operations include 
Heysham Travel, running around 
Lancaster. 


.-- AND SELL LUTONIAN 


Competition minister Kim Howells 
has accepted Arriva’s undertaking 
to sell Lutonian Buses by early- 
May. 

It is over a year since the 
Department of Trade & Industry 
first instructed Arriva The Shires to 
dispose of the Lutonian minibus 
operation in Luton, following a 
Monopolies & Mergers 
Commission report which criticised 
Arriva’s competitive tactics. 


Until Lutonian, one of the 


earliest urban minibus operations 
in the country, is sold, Arriva has 

agreed to continue running it as a 
separate business. 


It has also agreed not to 
reacquire any interest in or assets 
of Lutonian, and not to run any 
commercial services in 
competition with Lutonian for at 
least two years without first 
securing the Office of Fair 
Trading’s consent. 


ENSIGN AND LONDON PRIDE 


Ensignbus has made clear that, contrary to trade press speculation, 
it is not negotiating to buy back London Pride Sightseeing and has 
no interest in acquiring the company. The speculation followed the 
sale of Ensignbus’s local bus operations to Town & Country of 
Benfleet and its announcement that it wants to expand its 
sightseeing operations in various cities around the world. 


FirstGroup’s dominance of York 
has been strengthened by a deal 
to buy Durham Travel Services’ 
York Pullman bus and open-top 
tours business. 


DTS, once the coaching 
division of United Automobile 
Services, is retaining the York 
Pullman name and evidently 
intends to retain its Whitby open- 
top routes, but it’s selling the 
Easylink-branded tendered 
services run with seven red and 
blue Dennis Dart SLFs, together 
with open-top tours and school 
contracts. 


First York was due to take over 
the York Pullman premises at 
Bootham Tower on 13 February. 


DTS acquired York Pullman 
from Kingston upon Kull City 
Transport in 1993. 


Volvo is claiming a share of 
around 80% of the double-deck 
bus market for January, now that 
the new B7L is at last starting to 
appear in substantial numbers. 


According to the monthly 
statistics from the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers & Traders, 459 
buses and coaches of all makes 
and types were registered in 
January, compared with 349 in 
January 1999 — a rise of 31.5%. 
Volvo’s share was up from 23% to 
33% of this enlarged market, with 
154 vehicles delivered. This put it 
much closer to Dennis which 


London United has sold the 
surviving parts of its Airbus express 
service between Heathrow airport 
and central London to National 
Express Group’s fast-expanding 
AirLinks company. 


BUS PEOPLE 


Willy Rickett has returned to 
the Department of the 
Environment, Transport & the 
Regions to head the task force 
drafting the government's 10- 
year transport plan. He is a 
high-powered civil servant who 
has served in the Cabinet Office 
and at 10 Downing Street. 


Further to last month’s issue, 
Thomas Knowles has been 
acting traffic manager at 
Preston Bus pending a 
permanent appointment; he 
remains a freelance transport 
consultant. 


With regret, we have to report 
the death of Kenneth Victor 
(‘K. V.’) Slack, founder of 
Matlock, Derbyshire-area coach 
operator Slacks Travel. He was 
89. He set up the business in 
his home village of Tansley in 
the late-1940s and moved it to 
Lumsdale in 1981. 


nonetheless retained market 
leadership with 183 vehicles and a 
40% (1999: 39%) share. 


With five manufacturers sharing 
most of the remaining 27% of the 
market, there is still a huge gap 
between Volvo and third-placed 
Optare with just over 7% of the 
market. 


Truck-derived midibus sales, 
which are recorded in addition to 
these totals, continued to 
plummet, down from 83 in January 
1999 to just 48 in the first month 
of this year. 


Volvo B7L 
double-deckers 
are entering 
service with 
London Central. 
Alexander 
ALX400-bodied 
AVL 8 was at 
Elephant & Castle 
on 2 
February. 
GEOFF RIXON 


In Northern 
Ireland, Citybus 
is taking delivery 
of its two low- 
floor Mercedes- 
Benz O.405GN 
articulated semi- 
coaches. 

R. BELL 


AirLinks has acquired the 19 Volvo 


Olympians with air conditioned 
Alexander Royale bodies which had 


been retained to operate surviving 


A2 service to Kings Cross, along 
with around 30 drivers. 


NEWS 


REGISTRATION NOTES 


Although W-prefix registrations will be upon us from 

1 March and there are only another 18 months to run 
before the replacement scheme comes into being, there 
is still no further information on how this will operate. 


There has been a degree more order to V-prefix marks 
than had been evident over the past couple of years or 
so. Most offices used serials in the D to K range initially, 
although there were exceptions with a more random 
sequence in some places. 

GSL xxx registrations were being allocated late last 
year to older vehicles which do not qualify for year suffix 
or prefix marks. And it won’t be long before the veteran 


and vintage series need to change; veterans were in the 
BS 8xxx range and vintage registrations were 


approaching SV 8000. 
by David J. Stanier 


Newport's first double-deckers for 11 years are its first Dennises. 
Alexander-bodied Trident 40 (V140 HTG) shows off these vehicles’ 
revised livery with ‘Wave’ logo inspired by the sculpture behind. 
JOHN JONES 


Forty-two English local authorities 
have secured £16.8 million 
funding in the Department of the 
Environment, Transport & the 
Regions (DETR) rural bus 
challenge to develop 58 new local 
bus and rural transport schemes. 


The biggest single award — 
£1.34 million — goes to South 
Yorkshire for bus elements of the 
South Rotherham Transport 
Strategy, including new bus 
services (the north Doncaster 
villages of Hampole and 
Skelbrooke, in the only South 
Yorkshire parish without public 
transport, get a bus service), 
enhanced schools transport, 
community transport development, 
a quality bus transport corridor 
from Worksop to Wickersley, an 


improved, heated interchange at 
Dinnington, information and 
ticketing. 

Gloucestershire gets £998,900 
for a pilot scheme aimed at 
improving accessible transport in 
the southern vale of Gloucester; 
services also will link with railway 
stations and a new service is 
being established between 
Dursley and Gloucester. 


Northamptonshire’s £426,400 
includes £204,550 for a cross- 
county quality bus partnership 
linking Daventry with Rugby and 
Banbury. Geoff Amos Coaches, 
which runs the present service, is 
to buy new low-floor vehicles and 
will operate an hourly frequency 
with earlier starting and later 
finishing times. 


Ipswich Buses plans to withdraw its last 13 Leyland Atlanteans from 
regular passenger service over the late-May bank holiday weekend. 
Provided replacement low-floor Dennis Darts arrive in time, the 
Atlanteans will run for the final time on Saturday, 27 May. After that, 
one will be retained for school contracts and another for driver training. 


ERF has quit the bus market 
following parent company Western 
Star’s decision to sell the 
Cheshire-based truck 
manufacturing business to MAN. 
ERF used to build rugged buses 
in South Africa, but transferred bus 
building to its Sandbach plant and 
last year went on to surprise the 
world by acquiring the rights to 


build the Marshall Minibus. It is 
believed there were plans to sell 
ERF low-floor buses in the UK. 


Instead, we understand that the 
bus designs are being taken over 
by Orion, Western Star’s bus 
manufacturing subsidiary in 
Canada and one of North 


America’s main bus manufacturers. 


FirstGroup has started an off-peak 
fares war with two other major 
operators by offering cheap day 
returns across the operating 
territories of all three of its 
subsidiaries north of the border — 
First Edinburgh, First Glasgow and 
First Aberdeen. 

Having pioneered £1.40 off-peak 
returns on Glasgow city routes 
and expanding them into 
Aberdeen (see ‘Scottish Column’, 
p53), it expanded the offer across 
all its Scottish routes in mid- 
January. Some savings are 
relatively modest, but they include 
a massive reduction over the 
£7.50 standard return between 
Galashiels and Edinburgh. 


Stagecoach Bluebird has 
matched First Aberdeen’s off-peak 
offer while Lothian LRT has gone 
one stage farther by cutting the 
price of its day rover ticket from 
£2.20 to £1.40 after 09.30. 
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29 February 

Omnibus Society (national 
meeting), Bev Fowles, managing 
director, First BeeLine. 18.45 
London Transport headquarters, 55 
Broadway, London SW1 (directly 
above St James’s Park 
Underground station). 

4 March 

Omnibus Society (Scottish 
Branch), Bill McGregor, Ayrshire 
bus expert, talks on his life with 
buses. 18.00, Mid Hall, Woodside 
Halls, Glenfarg Street, Glasgow 
(close to St George’s Cross 
Underground station). 

14 March 

Cambridge Omnibus Society. Leon 
Daniels, managing director, First 
Capital. 19.30, Friends’ Meeting 
House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge. 
15 March 

Bus 2000. International conference 
in London. Details from Stephanie 
Love, Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, 1 Birdcage Walk, 
London, SW1H uu. 

18 March 

Omnibus Society (Midland 
Branch). Presidential address by 
Ron Whittle, Whittle Coach, Bus & 
Holidays. 14.00, Church Hall, 
Foster Avenue, Beeston, Notts. 
22 March 

North Kent Vehicle Preservation 
Group. Slide show on buses of the 
1960s and 1970s. 20.00, Borough 
Green Village Hall, High Street, 
Borough Green, Kent. 

28 March 

Omnibus Society (venue as 29 
February). Roger French, Brighton 
& Hove Bus Company. 


BLACKBURN NEWCOMER DRAWS 
BACK FROM HEAD-ON BATTLE 


Northern Blue, a new operator set 
up by former Blackburn Transport 
coaching manager 

Philip Beaumont to compete 
against his former employer, 
pulled out of head-to-head 
competition within weeks of 
starting two commercial services. 


The Oswaldtwistle-based 
operator, with 15 buses including 
at least two ex-Go North East 
Leyland Atlanteans, an ex- 
Stagecoach Busways Atlantean, a 
Leyland National 2 and a Tiger, 


withdrew its services in face of stiff 
defence by Blackburn Transport 
and is reported to have asked 
Blackburn to take over the 
additional journeys until the 
registrations expire. 

Northern Blue is understood to 
have bid to run some tendered 
services in the area. 


Northern Blue AUP 377W, one of its 
ex-Go North East Atlanteans, in 
Blackburn in December. 

PAUL WIGAN 
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MIKE FENTON unleashes a Terrier that may — or 
dog 


Several Leylands have already 
appeared in this series, including the 
Olympian, Atlantean and Leopard, but 
not the more humble Terrier whose 
ancestry can be traced back to the 
British Motor Corporation (BMC) era. 


Although essentially a goods 
chassis, many Terriers were bodied 
for Passenger use, although few were 
used as PSVs from new. This month’s 
subject, FLH 129T, combined both 
roles by being built as a non-PSV in 
1979, probably for the Metropolitan 
Police, before being acquired in the 
early-1990s by F. K. Moore of 
Radcliffe-on-Trent, Nottinghamshire 
which ran it with the Keith’s Mini- 
coaches fleetname. 

While accepting that beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder, it seems unlikely 
that aesthetic appeal was high on the 
list of priorities of the design 
department of Lex who built the 24- 
Seat body. That Said, the new owner 
was operating a tidy little vehicle and 


even went to the trouble of Providing 


a hand-crafted wooden table at each 


Set of four seats. 


| photographed it in May 1993, and 


the Terrier remained with the same 


Owner until 
October of the 
following year 
when the company 
ceased operating. 
Its subsequent fate 
is not known. 

As a footnote, 
Lex continued to 
build more or less 
the same design of 
body into the 1980s 
on Bedford VAS 
chassis, although by 
that time someone, 
thankfully, had 
discovered 
aluminium window 
frames with 
radiused corners. 
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GLOBAL 


The city of Athens is investing 
heavily in nearly 500 low-floor, 
ultra-low emission buses ready for 
2004 when the Greek capital hosts 
the Olympic Games. 


As part of its drive to combat 
notoriously high pollution levels, it 
has ordered 295 compressed 
natural gas (CNG) Irisbus Agora 
12m buses for delivery in 2000/01 
along with 192 trolleybuses, of 
which 96 will be Van Hool A300T 
12m models with British- 
manufactured traction equipment 
and 96 will be built by Neoplan. 


Delivery of the Agoras begins in 
September, with 160 due to be 
delivered by the end of this year; 
Athens will have Europe’s largest 
CNG-fuelled bus fleet when all 
295 have been delivered over the 
next five months. The first 10 
A300Ts are in service. 


The Athens trolleybus system is 
being renewed and expanded by 
the investment in new vehicles 
and the Van Hool A300Ts — 25- 
seaters which are noteworthy in 
being the first production 
trolleybuses since the 1960s to be 
powered with British traction 
equipment, although three sets of 


demonstration equipment were 
made in the 1980s for vehicles 
evaluated in South Yorkshire and 
Johannesburg. 


Their traction system was 
developed at Alstom’s Preston 
plant, historically the former GEC, 
English Electric and Dick Kerr 
factory which produced around 
half of all British tram electrical 
equipment in the first half of the 
20th century, and now the centre 
for the French-owned company’s 
public transport electrical 
equipment business. 

Maximum speed of the A300Ts 
is 40mph and maximum 
acceleration of 2.8mph can be 
maintained up to 16mph. Electric 
braking — regenerative into the 
overhead line and rheostatic when 
the overhead line is not receptive 
— is available down to 2.5mph. A 
50kW diesel generator based ona 
Deutz four-cylinder air-cooled 
diesel engine, is installed for off- 
wire running; the three-phase AC 
induction traction motor is rated at 
200kW (268hp). 


One of the Van Hool A300T trolleybuses 
for Athens. 


IT’S CRUNCH TIME FOR 
EUROPEAN BUS DIRECTIVE 


16 March looks like being the 
date when European Union 
governments will decide 
whether or not to insist on 
disabled people being given 
access to new urban buses 
operated throughout the 

15 states. 

At present, Finland, France, 
Spain, Sweden and the UK 
support moves to make 
accessibility mandatory, 
although Finland and France are 


10 


also prepared to make it 
optional, but the other states 
oppose mandatory access, 
either with low-floor vehicles or 
powered lifts. Because of the 
qualified majority voting system 
in the EU, these positions 
suggest a vote of 52 to 35 
against mandatory access, but it 
could be approved if, for 
example, Germany, Italy, 
Belgium and the Netherlands 
supported the move. 


Coach USA, Stagecoach’s 
American subsidiary, has 
continued its acquisitions policy 
with two more purchases and 
notice that several more are in the 
pipeline. But the group has backed 
out of its plans to buy into a major 
Italian operator. 


Its latest American acquisitions 
are of 20-vehicle Southern 
Coaches of Durham, North 
Carolina and 34-vehicle All West 
Coachlines of Sacramento, 
California. Their combined annual 
turnover is around £5 million and 
Coach USA says it has signed 
letters of intent to add more 


businesses with annual turnover in 
excess of £25 million. 


Stagecoach’s focus on American 
expansion has been highlighted by 
the group’s decision not to go 
ahead with plans announced last 
spring to buy a controlling minority 
stake in SITA, an 1,800-vehicle 
operator in Italy. Outside Britain, its 
European interests are confined to 
Portugal and Finland. 


One of 10 Camo-bodied Dennis Darts 
operated by Stagecoach Portugal, one 
of the group’s two European fleets 
outside Britain. It is seen loading in 
Parede on a local service. 

M. L. WEYELL 


KMB BUYS MAN DOUBLE-DECKS 


Kowloon Motor Bus has shown 
Hong Kong operators’ 
increasing interest in non-British 
double-deckers by ordering 30 
12m three-axle MANs with 
Berkhof bodywork. While the 


chassis are German and the 
bodies are Dutch, they will have 
British air conditioning — 
Clayton systems which are to be 
installed in Hong Kong. 


STIB, the municipal operator in Brussels, has taken delivery of 30 
Van Hool A308 two-door midibuses, the first short vehicles for what 
hitherto was a fleet of 500 12m single-deckers. 

The 9m A308s have compressed natural gas (CNG) engines, two 
doors and just 18 seats; they are operating on route 22 which follows a 
tortuous and congested path around the Belgian capital’s European 


Quarter. 


A further 12 Mercedes-Benz Cito midibuses — also 9m long and with 
just 15 seats — are also to be leased with a view to using all 37 
vehicles on a total of seven routes. The Cito is Mercedes’ urban midibus 
based very loosely on the Citaro full-size bus. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


TRIES 


SKODA TROLLEYS 


Muni, the San Francisco Municipal 
Railway — one of nine surviving 
trolleybus operators in North 
America — is evaluating three 
Czech-designed AAI/Skoda 
trolleys with a view to replacing 
Canadian-built Flyer E800s which 
are now over 20 years old, reports 
MICHAEL DRYHURST. 


Maryland-based AAI installs the 
electrical systems and fits out the 
bodywork on Skoda buses 
supplied from the Czech republic, 
and broke New Flyer’s dominance 


of the market in 1996 when it 
secured an order for 60 


trolleybuses from the Miami Valley 


system in Dayton, Ohio. 

While most of the Miami Valley 
vehicles are to European three- 
door layout, two of Muni’s 


In Germany, where bus industry 
privatisation has barely begun, hints 
of the emergence of a potentially 
powerful force in the European public 
transport market have emerged with 
news that Deutsche Bahn (DB), the 
state rail system, has bid to acquire 
Berliner Verkehrsbetriebe 
Gesellschaft (BVG), the bus and 
underground operator in Berlin. 


Although the bid has been rejected, 
it’s thought that DB is likely to come 
back with revised proposals, 
especially as Deutsche Post has 
been steadily building itself into an 
international freight transport 
specialist by acquiring prominent 
companies across Europe, and is 
preparing to be privatised. 


prototypes are to standard 
American two-door layout while an 
articulated version is expected to 
join them soon. The first of them 
has German-made Kiepe trolley 
booms and French automatic 
retrievers. 


Besides these two systems, 
Boston, Philadelphia and Seattle 
operate trolleys in the US, there 
are Canadian systems in 
Edmonton and Vancouver and 
Mexican systems in Guadalajara 
and Mexico City. 


Below: 

Muni 5401, the first of the AAI/Skodas, 
outside the Portreo Division depot. This 
livery is being replaced by one of all- 
over white with burgundy/red relief 
above the main side windows. 


Left: 

5262, one of Muni’s 
elderly Flyer E800s, 
wends its ponderous 
way beneath the 
maze of catenary at 
the junction of Bryant 
and 16th streets. 
pictures by 

MICHAEL DRYHURST 


BVG is also anticipating radical 
changes by establishing Berlin 
Transport GmbH, a low-cost bus 
subsidiary for which the first drivers 
were appointed late last year. 


Elsewhere in Germany, a familiar 
pattern of acquisitions and mergers is 
beginning to unfold. In the east, the 
Potsdam municipal undertaking — 
reformed as a limited company — 
has acquired the company formed in 
1992 to run and upgrade the 
municipal operation in Belzig. And 
the historic northern city of Lubeck — 
which has just taken delivery 17 
articulated and 17 rigid Mercedes- 
Benz Citaro 0.530 buses — has 
restructured SL, its 75-year-old bus 
operation, as a limited company. 


OZ PRIVATISATION UPSET 


International transport groups 
have been outmanceuvred by the 
State Transit Authority of New 
South Wales. 


While French giant Vivendi was 
negotiating to take over the 94- 
vehicle North & Western company 
to add to the Southtrans company 


Scania has developed a rugged 
Brazilian-made front-engined long- 
distance coach for the Tanzanian 
market in East Africa. 


The F94, using the same Qlitre 
engine as the rear-engined L94 
sold in the UK, is manufactured at 
Scania’s Brazilian plant in 
Sao Paulo and is based largely on 
componentry used in the 4-Series 
truck. For Tanzania, this chassis 
— with set-back front axle — is 
combined with a Brazilian-made 
Marcopolo body equipped with air 
conditioning, toilet and pantry. 

South African operator Great 
North Transport has ordered 340 
F-Series Scanias with locally- 
assembled bodywork . 


In mainland Europe, meanwhile, 


it already owns, the government- 
owned STA stepped in with an 
agreed deal which absorbs N&W 
into its Sydney Bus operations; 
and it has taken up an option to 
buy out the 20-vehicle Parramatta- 
Ryde Bus Service. Some older 
N&W Leylands have been sold. 


Scania has reacted to the 
emergence of international bus 
and coach operator groups by 
restructuring its sales operations 
into two massive regions, 
Brussels-based Scania Bus 
Europe and Swedish-based 
Scania Bus Nordic. 


Scania has reason to be 
concerned by the pace of 
acquisitions and mergers in the 
European bus industry as it 
blames this for what it believes is 
a temporary delay in orders for 
integral buses produced at its 
Katrineholm plant in Sweden. It 
laid off 120 bodyshop employees 
for a month from 10 January, even 
though it is enjoying a rise in 
demand for chassis. 


LOWER MAN DOUBLE-DECKER ON 
THE WAY FOR BERLIN BUS FLEET 


BVG, the Berlin transport undertaking, is understood to be working with 
MAN to develop a new 13.7m double-decker, a prototype of which may 
appear at the IAA bus and truck show in Hannover in September. 

Although it bought 87 MAN ND202 low-floor double-deckers in 1995 — 
Europe’s first such vehicles — no more have been bought, largely it is 
said because their 4.12m height has restricted their appeal. It is reported 
that the new design will be a complete MAN product, possibly partly 
fitted-out by BVG, and that it will be lower than the ND202s. 

BVG has withdrawn many of its MAN SD200-series double-deckers, 
but two older vehicles have been refurbished and fitted with DAF GS 
engines. Other double-deckers have had perimeter seating fitted on both 
decks behind their centre staircases in an effort to reduce vandalism. 


Further modernisation has also eliminated the last Ikarus 200-Series 
single-deckers acquired with BVB, the former East Berlin undertaking. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM 
AROUND THE CAPITAL 


A STEP TOO FAR? 


The LT Buses policy of wooing smaller operators to 
tender for London bus work is well known, and — 
perhaps inevitably — disapproved of (to put it mildly) by 
London operators owned by the large groups. But the 
policy must now be in disarray following the sudden 
debacle of one of the largest independent contractors, 
Harris Bus. 


The first signs of difficulties there emerged many 
months ago with a chronic shortage of drivers, some 
reports suggesting they were at least 33% below 
establishment. Driver shortages have caused problems 
for many London operators, certainly for the past 18 
months, though major difficulties have been mainly in 
West London, particularly around Heathrow Airport. But 
one suspects that the Harris Bus problem was 
heightened by the operator being trapped by its fixed 
tender prices, prices which wage and other inflation 
had made unrealistic. 


There were rumours before Christmas of serious 
interest in buying Harris Bus by two of the larger 
groups but in the event nothing happened, and — as 
reported in last month’s news pages — an 
administrator had continued to run the business, 
though he was optimistic about finding a buyer quickly 
once important people had returned to their offices after 
the Christmas/New Year break. 


In one way receivership sales create an artificial 
situation, since unless competition is unexpectedly 
keen, the victor will probably be able to buy assets at 
less than their full value. That in turn may mean that 
the new incumbent can afford to work out the existing 
contracts until they expire. If Harris Bus just vanished 
and the routes had to be put up for retender, the prices 
would no doubt be higher. 


The smaller operators have always been at a 
disadvantage in that, though their overheads are lower, 
they lack the financial backing of the big groups, and 
therefore have to pay higher leasing, hire purchase or 
whatever prices to acquire the new vehicles that are 
essential with London tenders. Even before full 
privatisation in London the downfall of Bexleybus and 
Harrow Bus was at least partly attributed to the high 
cost of leasing new vehicles for what were only three- 
year contracts. Since then, of course, London contracts 
have generally become five-year, but a notable feature 
of several recent ones with successful operators not in 
big groups has been their 
seven-year duration. 


The debacle over Harris Bus has led to a rather 
remarkable situation. As no-one has come galloping up 
waving their cheque book to buy the troubled business, 
the administrative receivers have asked London 
Transport Buses itself to come to the rescue. 


It seems that London Transport Buses still has the 
power to hold a bus operator’s licence, and a report to 
the effect that LT was in the process of getting its own 
licence to run Harris’s services was quickly corrected 
by the LTs press office. Apparently what is happening 
now is that London Transport managers are helping the 
administrators to keep the buses running on seven LT 
routes (including one schooldays-only service), and are 
still hopeful of finding a buyer. Harris Bus runs some 70 
vehicles, and its peak vehicle requirement for LT 
services is 56, for which it has 23 Optare Excels, 34 
East Lancs-bodied Volvo Olympians and eight DAF 
DB250/Northern Counties double-deckers, the oldest of 
which dates from 1995. 

These days any bus business seems to be fair game 
for the big groups; even an unlikely operator like Red 
Bus and Southern National in Somerset and Devon — 


As the Harris Bus failure shows, this may not be 
enough. But there could be a more serious scenario 
lurking behind all this. Could it be that the tender 
procurement people at LT Buses have been a little too 
keen to attract newcomers? Could it be that they have 
painted too rosy a picture of the prospects? Did they 
dismiss the possible downsides too lightly? 


Harris Bus may be the most spectacular of the 
problems at independents so far, but it is not the first. 
That honour went to Limebourne, when receivership of 
its owning group because of problems elsewhere 
resulted in some services almost vanishing overnight 
when much of its fleet was reposessed. Next came the 
infamous route 60, where tender winner Capital 
Logistics found itself unable to take up the operation on 
the due date so that, for a time, Blue Triangle and 
Stagecoach Selkent provided the buses and drivers. 
Worse came to the 60 when a relatively unknown 
newcomer won approval to take over, but never found 
itself able to provide more than a couple of buses and 
a whole host of operators from far and wide stepped in 
at short notice. Ultimately Capital Logistics took over 
operations itself, though it is rumoured to be losing 
money on the work, having tendered too low. But 
Capital Logistics is now part of a small group. 

The newest newcomer is Connex, part of a large 
French group, and therefore in a different category. But 
even here it has won a tender for a second route 
before it has even begun running its first. Among 
inducements it is offering drivers to join it — as 
advertised in newspapers circulating in its train 
operating areas — is free travel on its trains. Its first 
buses, incidentally, are Dennis Tridents with Alexander 
ALX400 bodies for the 3, while ALX200-bodied Darts 
will follow for the 322. 

It all makes one wonder whether the tendered bus 
people are a mite too keen to find new operators at 
prices that are a little too low. And with another 
successful independent — Armchair — also reported to 
be for sale, but so far remaining unsold, one must 
wonder about the wisdom of it all. For while the larger 
groups can pass on five or seven-year-old buses to 
other fleets when new tenders are won, the 
independents cannot do likewise. Even with seven-year 
contracts there can be a danger that they are being 
dazzled by thoughts of long-term financial success that 
may not be realistic. 


A DAF DB250/ " + lal 
Northern 
Counties and an 
Optare Excel of [7 
Harris Bus. | “ 
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not exactly a cash cow — went for a healthy sum to 
FirstGroup not so long ago. The fact that none of the 
groups — nor, apparently, anybody else — is rushing in 
to buy the business suggests that it’s not going to be 
easy to find a buyer; and what then? How long will LT 
Buses be prepared to second managers to it? Or will it 
have to exercise its rights and obtain an operator’s 
licence? 

Reports suggest that reliability on Harris Bus services 
has slipped to an all-time low, and LT could be in 
danger of having another ‘route 60’ on its hands. This 
could well muddy the waters in the transfer from LT to 
TfL and cause yet more embarrassment all round. 


One of the more imaginative route numbers to be 
chosen and used by LT Buses was the 2000. | say was, 
because the route has not only started, but has finished, 
already. It was a special shuttle service between 
Vauxhall, Victoria and Marble Arch that began at around 
16.00 on 31 December and ran until 05.00 on 1 January 
— at least that was the idea — and was worked by 14 
Metrobus Volvo Olympians. 


Even before the midnight hour the crowds had become 
so enormous that it became impossible to run, but some 


buses managed to reach the south side of Vauxhall 
Bridge (getting there via Chelsea Bridge) and then 
imaginatively were used as unscheduled extras to 
Brixton, Camberwell, Clapham Common and 
Wandsworth until about 03.30. Even then they returned 
to the depot at Orpington working again as extras on 
night routes. Four of the buses were able to resume 
their intended operation on the 2000 between 03.30 


and 05.00. 


The idea of the 2000 was to provide a link between 
some of the temporary terminals on ordinary routes 
which had to be cut back when the pedestrians-only 
cordon was imposed from about 16.00 on 31 December. 
Early congestion meant that buses on some central 
routes were stranded on the wrong side of the cordon, 
while some day routes carried on running well after 
normal finishing times on 31 December. Particularly 
noteworthy was Limebourne, some of whose buses 
carried on running 344s between Vauxhall and Clapham 
Junction until well after 04.00 on 1 January. 


Congestion was so acute in some places that various 
buses worked the ‘wrong’ night routes and there were all 
sorts of shorts or non-standard journeys on N routes, 
showing what resourceful and obliging people many 
busmen are. | am told that three operators had tendered 
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The old Lewisham bus station 
was a rather untidy place with 
buses coming and going, parking 
and loading on different sides 
and at angles to each other. The 
new one has been nicely paved 
and fenced. Unfortunately it 
could give rise to a new riddle: 
‘When is a bus station not a bus 
station? Answer: when it’s at 
Lewisham.’ 


For all round the station are 
notices reading ‘Lewisham bus 
station no entry for public.’ In fact 
it is no longer a bus station, but 
a bus stand. You have to get on 
the buses in adjoining streets. 


for route 2000. Two of them apparently put in similar 
prices, but were undercut by Metrobus. 
Picture: GRAHAM SMITH 


Vauxhall & 
Marble Arch 


via Victoria 


The nonsense that it is still a 
bus station remains in many 
quarters, including the recent 
Docklands Light Railway 
extension, with an adjacent 
terminal and signs to that bus 
station. 


Another example of getting 
things wrong came in an 
interview with John Prescott after 
he had opened the DLR 
extension to Lewisham, when he 
extolled the virtues of pubic 
transport and co-ordination at the 
DLR and National Railways 
stations there, and added ‘you 
can even buy bus tickets there.’ 
You jolly well can't. 


JUST IN CASE 
The extended Jubilee Line tube, 
which provides a key route to the 
Millennium Dome, has not been 
without its problems, mainly with 
signal failures. Official 
nervousness about the possibility 
of a serious shutdown has led to 
the establishment of a standby 
fleet of 16 buses at North 
Greenwich, complete with drivers. 
No doubt London Underground 
rather than LT Buses will be 
paying the considerable costs of 
this operation, which is planned to 
run until the end of December. 
Blue Triangle has eight Leyland 
Lynxes (for a contract requirement 
of seven buses), all with DB fleet 
numbers, for running if necessary 
between North Greenwich and 
Stratford, while Thorpe’s has 10 
buses (requirement nine) for a 
North Greenwich-Canning Town 
service. The 10 are a mix of Dart 
SLFs and former London United 
Leyland Nationals. 
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Also worth a mention are three 
park-&-ride services in connection 
with the Dome. London Coaches 
Kent has a mix of hired white Dart 
SLFs plus its own coaches for 
park-&-ride services between 
Woolwich and North Greenwich 
and Stratford and Stratford station. 
The third service is more bizarre: 
Metroline is running three Darts 
between Wembley Stadium and 
Wembley Park Jubilee Line station 
— the latter is just 19 stops from 
North Greenwich station. 
Incidentally, the Stadium will not 
be used for car parking when 
there is football or another event 
there. 


Above: 

A Leyland Lynx of Blue Triangle for 
Jubilee Line emergency replacement at 
the Millennium Dome on 8 January. . 
GEOFF RIXON 


MORE NEW BUSES TO COME 


New buses will be required for two of the three new contracts 
recently awarded. Stagecoach Selkent has retained routes 208 
(Lewisham-Orpington) and 227 (Crystal Palace-Bromley North), 
both of which will gain new low-floor buses. The 208 will need 22 
double-deckers, and the 227 11 single-deckers. The 227 is one of 
London’s more interesting routes at present, as it is operated by 
Plaxton Verde-bodied Dennis Lances dating from 1994. 

The third contract awarded is more interesting and is for route 
286 (Greenwich-Sidcup), which has been retained by Arriva Kent 
Thameside. But while the Selkent contracts are for five years, the 
Arriva one is for seven years, yet retains the existing Dennis 
Dart SLFs. 


New for Stagecoach Selkent at Plumstead are TA-class Alexander ALX400-bodied 
Dennis Tridents for the 96, which now runs through to Bluewater, and the 122. 
GEOFF RIXON 


Preserved RT1702 is an inside 
exhibit at the Millennium Dome. 


A serious shortage of base 
plates for ticket machines is 
delaying the entry into service of 
many new buses in London. 

An arbitrator is to be appointed 
to resolve a dispute between 
Croydon Council and LT over 
the local authority’s attempt to 
more than double the rent on 
West Croydon bus station to 
£45,000 a year. 


Few events can have generated 
as much publicity in the press and 
on tv as the choice, or should | 
say lack of choice, of candidate for 
Mayor of London by the two major 
political parties. For all the talk, 
and hype and in-fighting, little in 
the way of hard or facts about 
transport has so far emerged, — 
despite the fact that the Mayor will 
be in charge of Transport for 
London, as LT becomes, from July 
— though Ken Livingstone is 
reported as advocating free travel 
for children, an expensive idea. 


Over on the other political side 
(though he claims New Labour is 
too rightwing for him!), Steve 
Norris has finally emerged as the 
Tories, preferred choice, and has 
the merit of having actually been 
Transport Minister for London in a 
previous administration and having 
an understanding of some of the 
transport problems. He has also 
been director of a large London 
bus company, Capital Citybus (not 
one he privatised, he hurriedly 
points out) and now First Capital. 


He also has a better 
understanding than many of the 
motorist’s point-of-view, and | 
recall him telling a questioner at a 
transport conference in London a 
few years ago: if there is to be a 
serious commitment to going by 
public transport, it isn’t the man in 
the car behind who has to change 
his ways — it’s you. In a talk to the 
Heathrow branch of the Institute of 
Logistics and Transport in January 
he pointed out that all London bus 
routes passed through the territory 
of at least two boroughs and very 
often four or more, which made 
bus priority policies hard to 
institute on a borough-by-borough 
basis. He had a low opinion of the 
present night bus services, 
considering that as London was a 
24hr city a full bus service should 
run through the night, especially at 
weekends. It was he who had 
decreed, as Minister of Transport, 
that all future LT bus service 
contracts should be let under the 
net cost tendering system, 
whereby the bus operator shares 
in the risk, and wondered why 
nearly all services were let as 
gross cost contracts these days 
(‘there’s not even any incentive to 
stop and pick up passengers’ he 
reckoned) and was — justifiably — 
critical of the time taken to make 
progress with Smartcards, again 
something he had launched some 
years ago as a Minister. 


In short he is a man with some 
grasp of what is involved, but 
perhaps wise enough not to get 
too involved in the detail. For the 
Mayor will have many more 
responsibilities than just Transport 
for London. 


Mil 


THE EDITOR’S SIDEWAYS LOOK AT BUS AND 


COACH EVENTS 


Whatever happened to...? 


... Lhe Manchester 


Centreline 


Remember the Manchester 
Centreline? It was born back in 
the mid-1970s after the city’s 
cherished dream of the Picc-Vic, 
an underground rail link between 
the Piccadilly and Victoria railway 
stations was scuppered by a 
government of the day not coming 
up with the cash needed to dig 
train tracks under the city centre. 


So it made do instead with a 
high-frequency shuttle bus service 
with some of Greater Manchester 
PTE’s Seddon Midibuses. When 
they had roared and pitched their 
last, the PTE bought Dennis 
Dominos, a complex, but clever 
predecessor of the Dart and these 
buses eventually fell into the 
hands of Stagecoach Manchester, 
the ultimate heir to the bit of the 
PTE which ran the midis. 


By then, like similar services 
around the country, Centreline 
was a tendered route with a much 
reduced vehicle requirement, not 
least because the Metrolink tram 


Malcolm Gilden, whose Isle of 
Man bus stop photograph 
appeared in December's ‘Tales’, 
has found another relic of a 
sadly bygone age. The works 
bus stop in Leyland, 
Lancashire, where many a 


WORKS THIS ONE OUT, PLEASE 


CENTRELINE 
DEANSGATE 


— the 1990s surface track 
realisation of the Picc-Vic dream 
— was carrying much of its traffic. 
As we reported a year ago, 
Centreline had been taken over 
on a PTE contract by Bluebird of 
Middleton with just three 
Mercedes-Benz Varios. 


And today? The route has 
changed hands again and as 
you'll also see in this month’s 


Titan, Tiger and Tigress builder 
must have begun his journey 
home. 

It's near Fishwick’s garage, _ 
but he wonders which operator 
or operators stopped there and 
when the last works bus service 
ran in the town. 
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First Manchester Optare Solo 1601 
(V41 DTE) turning into 
John Dalton Street on the Centreline. 


R. L. WILSON 


‘Fleet News’, First Manchester — 
inheritor of another of the bits of 
the PTE’s bus operations — is 
operating it with three route- 
branded low-floor Optare Solos. 


THERE WAS A 
YOUNG MAN 
FROM 
BEVERLEY... 


. .. whose words they did rhyme 
rather cleverly. 


Harry Barker of that East 
Yorkshire town, besides being the 
Omnibus Society’s national 
treasurer, proves to have a neat 
way with Limericks. For he was the 
first to respond to my challenge, 
passed on from Dennis’s John 
Smith with the promise of a £50 
prize, for the best rhyme about the 
Plaxton Paragon. 


There’s still time for other budding 
Byrons to come up with their own 
offerings, but Harry has set a 
standard for others to follow by 
suggesting this new model owes its 
moniker to a down-at-heel railway 
terminal in the city nearest his 
Humberside home. 


Anew coach has been built for the nation 
Every operator's salvation 
Launched with a klaxon 
It’s built by Plaxton : 
y’ve named it after Hull station! 


But the! 


WHO’S 
CLADDING 
WHOM? 


Last month’s story about the steel 
cladding apparently applied to 
former bus premises in Swansea 
has totally puzzled Richard 
Greenwood, a loyal Buses reader 
and resident of said town. 


While Corus’s bizarre press 
release assured us this was part 
of a redevelopment of the city’s 
former bus depot, he assures me 
that the Singleton Street site is a 
bus station, not a depot, that it’s 
all a lot newer than the 1930s era 
into which Corus’s PR people had 
consigned it, and that the steel 
cladding has done nothing to 
reduce the size of the bus station. 
Perhaps that’s why Corus sent 
us such a sterile view of 
the cladding. 


HOW ABOUT 
A BRITISH 
GUAGUA? 


Mrs M, who coined the alternative 
name of ‘Mrs Gloag’s Wee Knitting 
Buses’ for the biggest multinational 
Scottish-based bus group, was 
rather taken on a recent holiday by 
the affectionate name by which 
Tenerife’s local buses are known. 


Everyone, it seems, refers to 
these frequent, reliable, safe 
(sorry, I’m lapsing into guidebook 
talk, but have no reason to doubt 
their words) green buses as 
guaguas. Even the street maps of 
the principal city of Santa Cruz 
show the bus terminal as the 
‘guagua station’. I’m not sure 
exactly how that translates into 
English, but the Canary Islands’ 
natives were known as Guanches. 


But as Mrs M tells me, the point 
is that it sounds friendly and 
cuddly and is a lot more likely to 
find its way into public affection 
than a Number 9. Any ideas of 
how to get a British equivalent into 
circulation? If Mrs Gloag’s younger 
brother isn’t going to have Wee 
Knitting Buses, perhaps FirstGroup 
could accept the inevitable and 
start marketing its nice magenta 
buses as ‘Barbies’ — or would a 
global doll manufacturer take 
exception? 
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Boulevard and Cathedral, Blackburn 


BLACKBURN’S FINEST VISTA? 


John Marsh has responded with 
commendable haste to last 
month’s challenge to find the 
least appropriate use of buses 
in postcards from around 

the country. 


He’s dug into his files from the 
days when postcards could be 
mailed for 10.5p to find this view 
of Blackburn bus station when 
Ribble ran BET-style Leopards in 
National Bus Company poppy 
red and when the municipal 
buses were red, white and green 
and some even had half cabs. 


Compared with last month’s 


fairly hideous rendering of a 
Metrobus in New Malden — and, 
MCW fans, please understand 
it's the rendering rather than the 
Metrobus that's hideous — this 
one is well composed. Many of 
us would be happy to have taken 
such a shot ourselves. But as 
John points out, it’s captioned as 
being of the Boulevard and 
Cathedral, so why is the bus 
station given greater 
prominence? 

More like this, and worse, 
please. They'll be returned 
after use. 


WELCOME TO THE SHAKYGROUND 


On the last leg of a recent journey 
back from this magazine’s 
publisher, | reacquainted myself 
with our local bus service. 


Should | not have troubled you 
with these facts before, it’s one of 
the First Glasgow routes that isn’t 
part of the simple, frequent and 
guaranteed-fixed-in-place-for-10- 
years Overground network run 
with the newest buses. 


Three Overground lines pass 
within acceptable walking distance 
of the Millar residence, but a 
lesser route reaches a lot nearer 
home and doesn't involve a lonely 
walk over an exposed motorway 
pedestrian overbridge on a wet 
evening. | say lesser routes 
because, as Glasgow already has 
an Underground, there isn’t an 
obvious way of describing a non- 
Overground route, but on 
reacquaintance I'll suggest 
Shakyground as it isn’t 
guaranteed unaltered for 10 years 
and the ride is far from smooth. 

I’m saying reacquaintance, by 
the way, because the quick way 
home, by mid-1950s suburban 
diesel train, had just departed and 
a prompt bus could get me home 
before the next one. And as is 
usual for this route, even at 21.20, 
it was being operated by one of 
the company’s Ailsas — a Y- 
registered example less than half 
the age of our vintage trains. 

The enthusiast in you may be 
greening with envy at the thought 
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of a ride in such a spirited bus, but 
try thinking of it instead as a 21st 
century lure to persuade people to 
go for quality public transport. A 
17-year-old Glasgow Ailsa may 
have character and spirit, but it 
ain't no Barbie. 

No matter how safely it’s driven, 
no matter how obliging and 
friendly its driver might be, it’s got 
all the welcoming appeal of a 
mobile version of one of those 
primitive Parisian gents’ lavatories. 
Not the smell, I'll grant you, but its 
grey lighting functions at a 
wattage so low that Watt wouldn't 
recognise it as anything fit to bear 
his name; and that’s to illuminate 
a saloon finished in the most 
fetching shades of black and 
general dark. 


If the bus’s primitive roars don’t 
put you off, consider the constant 
undercurrent of interesting clanks 
and groans coming from a 
driveline worn out beyond any 
sensible expectation of survival 
and hinting none too subtly that 
you'll be lucky to reach your 
destination without the autobus 
equivalent of an appendix 
crashing out on to the tarmac. 


No wonder we normally catch 
the train and no wonder First 
Glasgow is continuing to invest in 
new buses. Whatever takes the 
Ailsas’ place may lack their 
character or girth, but they might 
appeal to a few motorists. 


BEHOLD, THE MIGHTY SUBORTEM 


Confused by the headline? Try 
spelling the last word backwards 
and it seems you could be in tune 
with more than one of the latest 
practitioners of the art of the 
wrong-way-round Metrobus. 


Matthew Wharmby came across 
publicity for rail replacement 
services being run by WAGN 
Railway into Hertfordshire with the 
curious prospect of a choice of left 
and right-hand-drive Metros. One 
sort for Welwyn Garden and the 
other, perhaps, for the Hertford 
North branch? 


But at least you stand a sporting 
chance of getting aboard. David 
Barrow has sent me an altogether 
more forbidding image of what he 
supposes is a Metrobus in some 
publicity from Greater 
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Police Officers will be 
patrolling this route both in 
uniform and in plain clothes 


From 
er Yn 
Wilmslow Ri 


Issued by Local 
Area Partnership 
¢ Withington 

¢ Ladybarn 

e Burnage 


Stagecoach 
BULLOCKS 


ENQ 


Ge a 


GREATER MANCHESTER 
POLICE 


Manchester Police. Plod, it seems, 
was doing some worthwhile 
passenger and crew protection 
work on the Wilmslow Road, but 
its idea of a bus is a door-less left- 
hand-drive Metro. One way of 
repelling boarders. 


Not to be outdone by such new 
fangled tackle, Jeremy Dickinson 
has found a British Airways 
advertisement in the New York 
Times complete with an RML 
Routemaster shown the wrong 
way round. As he says, you would 
have thought our national airline 
would recognise a mirror image 
RML when it saw one, but as we 
found out a few months back, its 
in-flight magazine thinks lowbridge 
Leyland PD3s are RMs, so at least 

the shape was right. 
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Why do share prices differ? 


Prompted by the publication of Stagecoach’s results shortly before 


Christmas, a reader asks how it is that the group’s profit and dividend 
climbed, yet the shares that day sat at 167.5p, while Arriva’s then were 
290p and Go-Ahead’s were 527.5p. 

There are many reasons, but the first point to make clear is that 
share prices alone cannot be compared that simply. Stagecoach is 
divided into a far larger number of individual shares than the other 
groups. 

So a more meaningful comparison between the companies is to look 
at what financial people call the market capitalisation of a company — 
the amount of money that would be realised if all the shares were sold 
at that day's going rate. Even that is pretty meaningless as a vast 
number of shares being off-loaded in one lump would quite likely drive 
down the price, but it's as good a comparison as you can get. In recent 
trading, Stagecoach has been far and away the highest valued of the 
groups and the only one anywhere near the top 100 UK companies. 
FirstGroup, National Express, Arriva and Go-Ahead follow in that order. 

As for why the prices vary, well it's down among a lot of other things 
to the companies’ actual performance and how confident City experts 
are in their business strategies 
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& Rail Timetables, | list Herefordshire 
three times Gy anarss section: one 
of the authorities which showed most 
improvement over the 16 years | produced 
the Directory; one of the current best 
authorities; and joint winner (with neighbour 
Worcestershire and with Derbyshire) of the 
overall best British authority. 

It seems as though Herefordshire has 
always been a beacon of excellence yet, 
up to 1989, the then single county of 
Hereford & Worcester published booklets 
only for groups of tendered services, it 
used the 12-hour clock and had no map of 
any description. Indeed, | recall those 
terrible booklets being in such vivid colours 
that their content was invisible under 
sodium lamps. 

Some places still produce booklets like 
that, but Hereford & Worcester has never 
looked back since it changed everything in 
1990. It started producing comprehensive 
area books with local maps and 
complemented them with a full-colour 
system map and adoption of the 
24-hour clock. 

It also started an enquiry line, further 
improving that in 1994 by extending its 
hours to cover weekends, and also made it 
an 0345 (0845 when the prefixes change in 
April) local-rate call from anywhere in 
Britain — a facility we will no longer enjoy 
with John Prescott’s new single number, 
but that’s another story. 

As separate counties once again, 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire have 
continued to follow these high standards. 
And it’s fitting that Herefordshire is the first 
authority to produce a 2000 
system map. 


[: the final edition of my Directory of Bus 


No silly phrases 
This FWT production shows routes and 
service numbers in four colours — and how 
refreshing it is to have each accurately 
defined: no silly phrases referring to 
‘frequent’ and leaving the reader to guess 
whether this means hourly or only 
Tuesdays. Red is used for ‘two-hourly or 
more-frequent, or at least five journeys a 
day Monday to Saturday.’ Orange is for 
‘four journeys a day or fewer Monday- 
Friday/Saturday’. Maroon is for 
Sunday/Bank Holiday only and, finally, 
green for services only operating on certain 
days of the week. 

Places with tourist information centres 
and libraries are shown, as are youth 
hostels and other places of interest. 
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but are let down by defining red as being 
a ‘regular’ service, without saying what 
the term means. 

As if all this were not enough, each of 
the three books also includes a relevant 
section of the complete system map, with 
full route descriptions. These books and 
the maps should be compulsory reading 
for all those professionals who are 
spending time trying to re-invent the 
wheel and come out with something 
‘everyone can understand’ (which, of 
course, means worse). Hearty 
congratulations to Herefordshire for 
maintaining such excellence in 


Railways are added in black, except for 
tourist railways, which are maroon. The 
background colour is white for the county 
with pale green for the five surrounding 
counties, but grey for mountain areas. 

This certainly allows for superb contrast 
and it is easy to see at a glance the good 
network of red services emanating from 
Hereford — helped no doubt by the fact 
that Hereford has several smaller towns of 
importance spread close to its edge. 


A scale is added on this side, as is an these times. 
index of places served. The reverse has 
information on tickets, a list of bus Rew aca 
operators, two frequency charts for 
interurban and rural buses, showing Below right: 


The Hereford city map clearly 
defines which are the 
frequent services and which 
run only occasionally, and is 
good on local detail. 


number per day (one for market day 
services only) and a separate summary 
for Hereford city services. 

There is also a list of tourist information 
centres and places of interest and a 
separate map showing through train and 
coach services from the county. Two more 
frequency-charts show numbers of trains 
and coaches a day to all such stations. 

Finally there is a blow-up of Hereford for 
city services only, showing all roads 
named and coloured red for at least every 
30-minute Monday-Saturday, otherwise 
green. As well as Hereford, the main 
sheet shades Bromyard, Ledbury, 
Leominster, Kington and Ross-on-Wye, 
saying that plans of these towns are in the 
area books. 


Below: 

The main map emphasises 
Hereford’s good fortune of 
being in the middle of the 
county and surrounded by 
smaller towns of significance. 


Four books are almost as good 
These blow-ups are centre-spreads in the 
books. The Hereford version 
(accompanied by Bromyard) differs from 
the version on the sheet as it also shows 
country services. Leominster/Kington and 
Ledbury/Ross-on-Wye are in separate 
books. Another surprise is to see that 
these town maps are from Pindar rather 
than FWT. They are of the same quality, 
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Cider Museum & 
King Offa Distillery 
Hereford Cathedral 
Hereford City Museum 


House 
The Old House 
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Waterworks Museum 
Hereford Regimental Museum 
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@ TRAMWAYS & 
URBAN TRANSIT 


Nottingham joins the 
UK tramway club! 


In the March 2000 edition: 


O Manchester extension ‘promise’ from PTE 


O Sheffield moves towards profit and plans expansion 


O Docklands orders 12 new cars - more to follow 
O Croydon Tramlink: what's the latest opening date? 

O Bangkok new Sky Train solves roads gridlock 
O Words in Westminster: MPs debate light rail’s future 


O Expert comment and analysis 


On sale Friday 25 February Price £2.60 


A year’s subscription is outstanding value. Contact: lan 
Allan Subscriptions, Riverdene Business Park, Molesey 
Road, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. Tel 01932 266622. 
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The superb service for alll enthusiasts on 


ALL THE LATEST NEWS 


Hear our top team updating you with everything you need to know about 
developments in the bus industry, and forthcoming events. 


UPDATED 
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2, London NW | 


The LONDON BUS PRESERVATION TRUST presents 


COBHAM 2000 
BUS MUSEUM ANNUAL OPEN DAY and BUS & COACH GATHERING 


at BROOKLANDS RUNWAY 
SUNDAY 9th APRIL 2000 - OPEN 10.00 - 17.00hrs 


At the Museum, you will find the usual extensive collectors’ market, a selection of historic buses (including STL2377 expected 
to make its first public appearance since restoration) and the Museum Shop. At Brooklands Runway, there will be a huge 
gathering of buses & coaches, and many more sales stands. Refreshments will be available at both sites. 


ADMISSION STRICTLY BY PROGRAMME: ADULTS £6, TWO ACCOMPANIED CHILDREN UNDER 16 - FREE 


The souvenir programme, packed with information & photographs, entitles entry to both sites and 
unlimited travel on all the vintage bus and shuttle services. On sale at all the bus termini. 


FREQUENT BUS SERVICES, from 09.30hrs, connecting BROOKLANDS RUNWAY & COBHAM BUS 
MUSEUM (Route 9), WEYBRIDGE STATION & BROOKLANDS RUNWAY (Route 220), COBHAM 
VILLAGE & COBHAM BUS MUSEUM (Route 709) and, from 1600hrs, COBHAM BUS MUSEUM & 
WEYBRIDGE STATION (Route 94) 
CIRCULAR TOUR departing BROOKLANDS RUNWAY every 10 minutes from 11.00hrs 

SPECIAL ISSUE LIMITED EDITION "EFE" DMS MODEL 

Free car parking at BROOKLANDS RUNWAY, COBHAM VILLAGE and next to WEYBRIDGE STATION 


PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO CAR PARKING AT COBHAM BUS MUSEUM, ACCESS TO BUS & 
COACH GATHERING is via A245 Byfleet Road and Sopwith Way (not via Brooklands Museum) 


STALLHOLDERS 


Send sae to LBPT c/o 5 Middle Mead, Hook, Hants, RG27 9TE (no bookings by phone) 
The London Bus Preservation Trust — Registered as a Charity No 293319 
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"wf you've ever seen Buses & Trams, the 
| 1949 precursor of today’s Buses 

4k Yearbook, you would have seen an 
article in which the inimitable 


John C. Gillham recounted his immediate 


post-war experiences of riding from 
London to John o’Groats by trolleybus, 
bus and tram. 

When | rediscovered that feature last year, 
it rekindled my own long-standing ambition 
of going one better and travelling from 
Land’s End to John o’Groats by bus. | had 
often thought about it, but never even got 
round to planning it in detail. 

Of course, it’s a lot easier to plan these 
days now that there is a Great British Bus 
Timetable. It’s really all you need, so one 
evening, armed with Edition 12 which ran 
from 15 February to 29 May 1999, | 
sketched out a plan to travel only on what 
used to be called stage services, bending 
my rules in favour of limited stop services 
and, in Scotland, to use Scottish Citylink’s 
stopping, rather than non-stop services. | 
realised it would take about five days and 
that my biggest challenge was to navigate 
east Cornwall. Indeed, although the GBBT 
was very helpful, the final link in the chain, 
the east Cornwall problem — or the 
St Austell Gap — was solved by leaflets in 
my local Cambridge public library. These 


showed additional Western National services 


introduced as a result of the government's 
rural bus grant. 


First Western National VR 1153, the second oldest bus 
Michael Yelton used on his marathon journey, prepares 

to leave Land’s End for Penzance. 
pictures by MICHAEL YELTON 


So | was equipped with all | needed 
to know in order to spend five days’ 
paid leave sitting on a succession of 
buses. Almost everyone | knew — even 
my long-suffering wife and children — found 
this choice incomprehensible. 


| travelled down the Great Way West by train 
from Paddington last night, arriving in time to 
see the boat for the Scillies in the harbour. 
This morning is bright and sunny and west 
Cornwall looks its best, before the invasion 
of the holidaymakers. 

| buy an all-day ticket at Western National’s 
bus station and take the 09.20 service 1 
(Penzance-Land’s End circular) aboard 
Bristol VR 1153 (AFJ 760T). This operator 
has resisted the temptation to renumber its 
services and the 1 remains as it has been 
for very many years. But it has been 
combined with the old 4 group to Porthcurno 
to make a figure of eight which is a pleasant 
start to the marathon ahead. 

The elderly Bristol copes well with a steep 
hill out of Newlyn, narrow lanes and double 
runs down to Porthcurno and Sennen Cove, 
and carries a steady flow of early hikers 
and shoppers coming back to town. 

We stop long enough at Land’s 
End, a depressing enough spot 
in all conscience compared 
with the attractive 

villages around, for 

me to capture 


ff 


the scene on camera, then return to 
Penzance by 11.10, 15 minutes before the 
next very different stage begins. 

For many years, Western National has run 
interurban routes across Cornwall, including 
the 18 connecting Penzance with Redruth, 
Camborne and Truro. The 11.25 to Truro is 
worked by Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton 458 
(R458 CCV) in dedicated livery. The 
constantly busy journey shows a different 
side of Cornwall, with abandoned mine shafts 
on all sides and frankly unpleasant villages. 

Truro, though, is the bustling riverside 
market town | remember and | arrive at 13.08 
with time to buy a sandwich for the next leg, 
the 13.25 24B to St Austell — worked by 
Mercedes-Benz L608D minibus 151 
(C104 HGL). This may be perfectly suitable 
for this route’s narrow lanes, but it lacks 
speed and capacity and it restricts 
passengers’ vision. 

We reach St Austell at 14.15 and for the 
first time | see someone else photographing 
buses. Deciding (don’t we all?) that anyone 
who does that must be slightly odd, | don’t 
make eye contact and climb aboard 
Dart/Plaxton 404 (L404 VCV) on the 14.25 
X77 to Liskeard. 
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This is one of the new services that fill a 
large gap on the map, but it appears to have 
made no impact on the locals as the only 
passengers are me and an elderly 
gentleman who also has a Day Out ticket. 
Fortified by a Cornish cream tea at Liskeard, 
| wait for the 15.55 to Plymouth. It’s 

E286 UCY, a Mercedes 709D. 


| re-cross the Tamar into Devon and am 
dropped off at another well-remembered 
spot, Plymouth’s Breton Side bus station. | 
am making for Exeter, but staying true to the 
principles of the trip, | let the direct non-stop 
service go and take the 17.55 Stagecoach 
39 via Buckfastleigh and Bovey Tracey. It is 
almost empty, but Volvo B10M/Plaxton 
Interurban 801 (P801 XTA) provides good 
views over Dartmoor and rolls into Exeter on 
time at 19.39. | make for my hotel, slightly 
seat sore. 


DAY 23 Exeter bus station, 
Tuesday 18 May 

The kine wet and cold day of the week. As 
commuters and school children arrive, | 
board the 08.30 Southern National 92 into 
Somerset, to Taunton. I’m on 
Mercedes/Alexander P445 KYC. 


Traditionalists like me have never had 
much time for minibuses, even after they 
started getting bigger, and this journey 
shows why. It’s uncomfortable for a longish 
trip, it's too slow on the main roads and, 

although it’s almost empty for most of the 

journey, it’s grossly overcrowded on the 
last leg into Taunton. All of which causes 
me to glance anxiously at my watch, but 
we arrive in time to capture a shot of a 
VR in the pleasant apple green livery 
which is a vast improvement on the 
Mercedes’s yellow. 


We're also just in time to catch 731 


(M279 UYD), another Mercedes, on the 
11.10 service 29 departure across the 
Somerset Levels to Wells. Minibuses are 
more suited to the trundle across the flat 
lands with their ditches, reminiscent of the 
East Anglian fens much nearer home; and it 
even copes better on the busier final section 
between Street, Glastonbury and Wells. 
Wells is familiar from teenage years in 
Bristol, but instead of Lodekkas on the 27 
(Street-Wells-Bristol), which | remember 
well, today Badgerline service 376 runs right 
through to Yeovil and is being worked by 
Volvo B10BLE/Wright Renown 376 
(R906 BOU). | walk round Wells in the rain, 
then climb aboard 376 on the 11.55 
northwards. The countryside is pleasantly 
agricultural, but there are still incongruous 
signs of the old Somerset coalfield. 


At 12.52, we draw into another haunt of my 
mis-spent youth, Marlborough Street bus 
station, Bristol. My lunch break. The next 
journey turns out to be the least comfortable 
in the whole week. Badgerline 308 (the old 
Bristol Country 29) runs to Gloucester via 
the A38, diverting off only to circle around 
Thornbury and to double run to the 
interesting old town of Berkeley. It’s cold and 
windy and as Dennis Lance/Plaxton Verde 
130 (L130 TFB) rattles along the main road, 
its sliding windows open of their own accord 
every few miles, however many times 
they’re closed. After what seems like an 
eternity, we reach Gloucester bus station 
where, among the assorted vehicles, 
| see my only conductor of the week on 
Cottrell of Mitcheldean’s service into the 
Forest of Dean. 


I’m more excited by some very hot coffee 
before boarding the 16.07 First Midland Red 
on the 372-4 group of services to Worcester 
via Upton on Severn, a relic of limited stop 
services once run from Birmingham to 
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Gloucester and Cheltenham. The ride is a 
great deal more interesting and comfortable, 
though oddly the vehicle, 256 (M256 MRW), 
is a similar Lance/Verde. 


This route runs through old villages and 
the small town of Upton and has pleasant 
riverside scenery. | reach Worcester’s 
modern, partly underground bus station at 
17.42 and, in an echo of past practices, the 
same vehicle runs my next journey, the 
18.02 144 to Birmingham via Droitwich and 
Bromsgrove. This is the surviving portion of 
Midland Red's old showpiece 144 
(Birmingham-Worcester-Malvern). My 
second day ends in Birmingham's soon-to- 
be-demolished Bull Ring bus station. 


DAY 3: 


Birmingham, 2B 


Wednes 
North again, starting with the 08.30 Travel 
West Midlands 951 from Birmingham (Dale 
Street) to Cannock via Walsall. Sadly, the 
trolleybuses which circled Walsall on my 
visits at the end of the 1960s are but a 
memory, and the scenery of this part of 
England is hardly memorable, but in due 
course Metrobus 3531 (D931 NDA) takes 
me to Cannock’s modern and busy 

bus station. 


Below left: 
First Badgerline Volvo BIOBLE 1906 in 
Bristol, after its long run over from Yeovil. 


Below: 

Travel West Midlands Metrobus 3531 in 
Cannock, after its run out from 
Birmingham. 


Then it’s the 10.05 Arriva Midlands North 
838 to Stafford through the edge of Cannock 
Chase, aboard 1711 (WPH 121Y), a Leyland 
Tiger with angular East Lancs rebody; this 
vehicle appears on the cover of Neil 
MacDonald’s book on Midland Red North, 
as the company used to be called. 

One of the interesting features of this sort 
of trip is listening to the changing accents as 
you cross the country, and of course 
eavesdropping on the conversations. This 
vehicle is crowded, and | overhear a young 
woman with a very thick Staffordshire accent 
explaining to her neighbour: ‘My mother’s 
pregnant again. She has no idea who the 
father is. It could be any one of three. They 
don’t know either. That will be her ninth .. .’ 
And you never hear the end of stories 
like this. 

Something was bound to go wrong at 
some point. At Stafford, two-and-a-half days 
of trouble-free travel look threatened as PMT 
has revised the timetable of the 101 to 
Hanley, so my next series of connections, 
including a vital one at Leek, may be in peril. 
| have no choice but to wait for the 
departure of 380 (M380 SRE), an Optare 
MetroRider, again rather an unsuitable 
vehicle for a heavily-used interurban service. 


Above: 

Sunshine, as Arriva Midla 
North 1711, a rebodied 
ex-Green Line Tiger, 
prepares to leave 
Cannock for Staffor 


After passing the pottery kilns of the Five 
Towns, we’re in Hanley’s spacious bus 
station. | snatch lunch and take PMT’s 12.30 
service 18 to Leek, on 925 (K925 XRF), yet 
another Dart/Plaxton. As we reach the 
entrance to Leek bus station, I’m relieved to 
see Stagecoach Manchester 1 (L107 SDY), 
a DennisJavelin/Plaxton Interurban, just 
ahead of us on the X1 Derby-Manchester 
service; it’s due out at 13.05, five minutes 
after my arrival time. 

Just in case, | have already been frantically 
consulting the GBBT for an alternative 
routing. Relaxing again, | enjoy a smooth 
ride through the Cheshire countryside and 
into Manchester's Chorlton Street coach 
station, although loadings on this service are 
light. | look around Manchester for an hour, 
reacquaint myself with the Metrolink and 
walk over to the old Arndale Centre, bombed 
in June 1996. 

The next leg to Bolton could have been 
done by any number of routes, but | choose 
a double-decker on First Manchester's 
service 28, trundling across the 
unprepossessing urban landscape. From 
Bolton, Stagecoach Ribble operates every 
quarter hour or so to Preston, and the 16.25 
service 125 is run by Volvo 
Olympian/Alexander 2258. Loadings are 
lighter than might be expected for this time 
of day and we roll into Preston bus station, 
certainly once said to be Europe’s largest, 
at 17.49. 

The final leg is on to Lancaster, again by 
Stagecoach Ribble, on similar Olympian 
2207 on the 40. My trip is disturbed only by 
a talkative young woman on the seat next to 
me who tells me her life story several times 
before we get to Chorley, and then 
fortunately falls asleep. 

I'm now over halfway to John o’Groats. 


ne 


DAY 43 Lancaster, 

Thursday 20 May 

It's bright oe clear. An ideal morning for 
travelling through the Lake District. The 
GBBT, which understandably gives 
abbreviated timetables, makes it appear that 
the 07.25 from Lancaster runs right through to 
Carlisle, but this has to be taken in connecting 
stages. Fortified by some hot coffee from the 
excellent and early-opening café at Lancaster 
bus station, | board Stagecoach Lancaster 
Leyland National 2 373 (HHH 373V) and buy 
another all-day ticket. 

Although dressed for Kendal 555, in fact this 
runs only to Milnthorpe and then takes school 
children off, while through travellers have to 
wait for an onward connection which, in our 
case, is provided by Volvo B10M/Alexander 
PS 776 (K776 DAO). As we approach Kendal, 
the traffic jams become more intense and 
there are signs of agitation from those who 
want to go on to Keswick; these signs 
become more acute on my part when | see 
connecting Olympian 1027 (J127 XHH) pull 
out ahead of us, but the driver solves our 
problem by pulling over to the right in the 
main street before we reach the bus station, 
shouting ‘Anyone for Keswick?’ and 
depositing us somewhat dangerously in the 
middle of the street to cross over for the 
onward journey. 

Then follows one of the most scenic 
journeys in Britain, right through the Central 
Lakes, enlivened by comments from fellow 
travellers who either know the area well or are 
exploring it. Stagecoach has even attracted 
some American tourists who are amazed by 
the views possible from the top of the 
double-decker. 

At Keswick, we change again, this time back 
to a single-decker, B10M/PS 783 
(K783 DAO), which carries a healthy load 
mainly of shoppers bound for Carlisle. We 
arrive at 11.35. \ 


The next step is the rail connection from particular vehicle on this last leg of the as there are several Citylink coaches a day. 


Carlisle to Galashiels, operated by penultimate day. | catch the 15.21 to Wick, but it’s delayed 
MacEwan’s, : gine oe neds a slightly when arrangements are made for a 
new country. The old Eastern Scottis young traveller who has fallen asleep and 
through service to Edinburgh no longer DAY 5: Perth, 


missed his stop in Brora, farther back down 
the coast. The vehicle, by the way, is 
Rapson’s T131 AST and it takes me on to 
Wick station yard. 


Friday 21 May 
I’m ready for the final leg of the journey and 
am at the bus station for the 08.30 Citylink to 


operates and you have to change at either 
Hawick or Gala. In fact, MacEwan’s has two 
identical Mercedes O.405/Optare Prismas, 


i - Inverness which operates both for long- 
P151/3 KSM, at Carlisle bus station, and a ier p rein g ‘ | look about the fishing port, once one of 
after a brief delay when a car driver alleges “Stance travellers and tor snoppers, as | atte ae 
: ‘ : rves more small towns includin the few places in Britain under a local 
that 151, which has just arrived, has re q alcohol ban, then return to catch Highland 
hed her bumper and nothing should be Aviemore, centre of the Highland skiing ; g 
sa until the police arrive By get away _- business Ce. Ye Leopard, onthe 
: oe 77 to John o’Groats. So the two oldest 
and roll into Scotland with a full load. The coach is Volvo/Plaxton M105 VRA of 


buses are the ones at the extremities of my 
journey. We roar out of Wick at 17.30 and, at 
18.15, have run over the flat, almost treeless 
plain to reach my week’s destination. John 
o’Groats is almost as disappointing as 
Land’s End, but far windier; but it’s the 
travelling that’s fun, not the destination. 


Rapson’s Coaches. We reach our 
destination at 11.18 and the heavens open. | 
find refuge in a secondhand bookshop, but 
have to brave the elements again to return 
to Farraline Park and the next leg north. This 
rivals the run through the Lakes for scenery, 
and it’s aboard Stagecoach Inverness 
Olympian 100 (T131 AST); this is a 60-odd 
mile coastal ride to Helmsdale on the 12.00 
service 25X which uses the Kessock Bridge 
and then parts of the rebuilt A9 to provide 
much quicker links than used to be the case 
to the seaboard villages. There are, 
however, still some narrow lanes for this 
massive vehicle to negotiate around 
Dornoch and the traffic hardly warrants such 


| am determined to change at Hawick, as 
the connecting Lowland service overlaps 
between there and Gala and because | am 
intrigued by the long established timing point 
of Hawick (Horse). | imagine a hotel, but the 
mystery is solved when a large equestrian 
statue becomes apparent in the attractive 
main street with next to it an eating house 
from which you can watch the buses come 
and go. 

The journey on to Edinburgh is by Lowland 
73 (P173 DMS), another Prisma. It diverts in 
Gala to pick up a crowd of homeward bound 
school children, but is soon on Edinburgh’s 
outskirts. | regret I’ve never visited this city 
before. We reach St Andrew Square bus é 
station at 16.35 and | look in vain for the a ‘ 
statue of Gavin Booth. | plan to take the | reach Helmsdale at 14.17 and repair to 
17.55 Citylink on to Perth, where | will spend the first café | find. It serves delicious crab; 
the night, but stay until 18.55, using the indeed the proprietrix discusses the 


extra time to look around the Old Town and ___Vicissitudes of crab shelling with me for Sane Me ; : 
rapidly form the intention of a return visit. some time. On his trip, John Gillham was ee ee ae 


ict in Fnkrectho tar 25h b aes from Olympian 1027 to the Volvo B10M behind for the 
Although it’s possible to reach Perth on . rs md ve cn é aoe OulS Se : onward journey to Carlisle. 

stage services by changing at Dunfermline : v duties: ‘ rie a cae! " ear a 
or Cowdenbeath, that is difficult by this time, '0 CNCoUrage Use Oo! Ine raliway. ' WOU ce: : : 

eae. Wet age have had to wait until the next morning for —_Journey’s end: The elderly Highland 
and Citylink’s route is limited rather than ; Country Leviand Leonard] Alexond 

: ; the local bus to Wick, but the Far North now = “ountry *eyvane Leopard/ Alexander 

non-stop, so it goes through Kinross and Fas Oriel a concise tick Y-type at John o’Groats. 
other small towns en route before depositing ae ee ee ees 


me at Perth at 20.25. Perhaps I’m 
exhausted by now, but | fail to note the 
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Death and retirement threatened to kill off two much-loved Somerset rural 
independents last year, but both Safeway and Wakes have gained new leases of life 
and continue to add colour and variety to Yeovil and its surroundings. LAURIE JAMES 
tells the Safeway story and PETER WILLCOCK brings us up to date on Wakes 


efore FirstGroup 

bought Southern 

National and the 
other parts of the 
Cawlett Group last 
year, Somerset was 
one of few parts of the 
country that seemed 
almost untouched by 
the dramatic changes 
of the past 14 years. 
And even though 
corporate liveries and 
other trappings of one J 
of the big groups are 
beginning to spread 
across the county, 
some other values of 
old continue as they 
have done for 
generations. Like 
Safeway Services. 

Fourteeen-vehicle 
Safeway is 
the survivor of 
two prominent 
independents based 
for decades in South 
Petherton, a tranquil 
village between Yeovil 
and Taunton just off the less-than-tranquil 
A303. With its honeyed stone buildings, 
this village is characteristic of many, like 
the enchantingly-named Montacute, 

Stoke sub Hamdon, Haselbury Plucknett, 
Curry Rivel and Isle Abbotts, scattered 
across the pleasant rural landscape. 

But in the pages of this magazine, we 
know South Petherton because of 
Safeway and the late, lamented 
Hutchings & Cornelius which disappeared 
just over 20 years ago. 

Around then, Ray Stenning wrote in 
Buses Extra: ‘Narrow lanes turn tail on 
themselves, running through a farmyard or 
two on their way from village to village, 
across a landscape where Rivers Isle 
and Parrett meander aimlessly. The buses 
meander, too, with dizzy irregularity 
giving these dotted settlements a reliable 
service. Their meandering is not aimless, 
for the modern centres of Taunton and 
Yeovil or old-world towns such as 
Crewkerne are their goal, and have been 
for half a century.’ 


Little has changed since then, not least 
to the delightfully anachronistic Safeway 
Services which has just passed into the 
control of another branch of the family 
that has run it for 72 years. Safeway 
continues to be respected by passengers 
for its friendly, reliable and keenly-priced 
bus services and is well-known to 
those with a connoisseur’s penchant 
for rural independents. 


It began operating on 3 March 1928, at 
least a year after Hutchings, who merged 
with Barrington-based Cornelius in May 
1934. Safeway’s founders were publican 
Gilbert Gunn and his son Herbert, a skilled 
and resourceful mechanic who had been 
apprenticed to Westland, the aircraft 
company, and had also worked for 
Southern National. They began operations 
with the first of two brand new 20-seat 
Dennis Gs and a route from South 
Petherton to Yeovil via Hinton St George, 
Merriott, Crewkerne, Haselbury Plucknett, 
East Chinnock and West Coker. 
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The route settled down to a fairly 
peaceful existence with most journeys 
diverted via Misterton and North Perrott. 
Competition also settled down, with 
Safeway and H&C standing up to anything 
that Southern National threw their way. 

Safeway became a partnership between 
Herbert Gunn and his sister, Veronica, 
when their father died in 1938, and it was 
Veronica — whose death last year at the 
age of 91 led to her cousin Vernon taking 
over — who combined much of the 
administration work with acting as part- 
time conductress. 

The company branched out into 
excursions and tours in 1964 and its fleet 
hit double figures for the first time when 
Veronica Gunn persuaded her brother that 
they should acquire another of the village’s 
operators, Giles, along with a couple of 
Bedford SB coaches. In 1965, that 10- 
strong fleet included a Reading-bodied 
Dennis Lancet III still owned for rallying 
purposes, along with other Bedfords, a 
Karrier and a pair of AEC Reliances 
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acquired from similarly-named Safeguard 
of Guildford. 

In the following decade, the fleet was 
made up mainly of more Reliances and 
Leyland Leopards, but it also tried a Volvo 
B58 and a Ford R1114, as well as an ex- 
London Transport AEC Merlin which got a 
mixed reception from those who came into 
contact with it. 

After her brother died in 1977, Veronica 
Gunn bought her sister-in-law’s share in 
the business and became sole owner. She 
expanded the business, selling the family- 
owned petrol station in nearby 
Lopen Head, consolidating the timetable 
for the route from Yeovil to Crewkerne 
and Hinton St George after Western 
National (as Southern National had 
become at that time) withdrew its parallel 
467 route, and establishing short-lived 
services between Lopen Head and 
Ilminster (schooldays) and between Chard 
and Crewkerne (Fridays). 

But the big step ahead came on 
1 June 1979 when Hutchings & Cornelius 
ceased trading. The rival company was 


<4] = = = in 
<3 SS 82 =e eS = 


owned by then by Vincent’s Garage of 
Yeovil; it was unable to meet a wage 
demand and didn’t want to seek revenue 
support from the local authorities. 

While Western National took over the 
Taunton routes, Safeway acquired the 
routes into Yeovil along with three 
Willowbrook-bodied AEC Reliances and an 
ECW-bodied Bristol LH6L. These routes 
ran via Montacute, Stoke sub Hamdon and 
Norton sub Hamdon, before diverging 
either to South Petherton or to west 
Chinnock and Crewkerne. There also were 
occasional journeys for Higher Odcombe 
and a rambling Friday service from South 
Petherton via Shepton Beauchamp, 
Barrington and Stocklinch to Ilminster 
which then retraced its steps before 
heading off to Yeovil from West Lambrook 
via Kingsbury Episcopi and Tintinhull. 

In the early-1980s, Wednesday shoppers’ 
services were introduced from Crewkerne 
to Taunton via Seavington, Stocklinch, 
Puckington, Westport and Curry Mallett; 
they still run today, despite deregulation 
and all that has come with it. 


Veronica Gunn may have run an 
independent bus company, but she 
had very strong views and 
concerns about deregulation and 
= ithe effect it could have on rural 
independents. Yet she did run 
Monday and Thursday shoppers’ 
m service from Beaminster and 
Mosterton to Yeovil from 

27 October 1986, the first Monday 
of deregulation, for about 

six months. 


} Her worst fears appeared to be 
realised in January 1988 when 

§ Yeovilian launched replicas of two 

Safeway routes, the original Yeovil- 

Crewkerne-South Petherton run 

} and the Yeovil-South Petherton 

| direct route via Montacute. 

Yeovilian also competed against 

Southern National's 52 via Tintinhull 

and Martlock. 


Despite the competition, Safeway 
refused to reduce its fares which already 
were — and are — reasonably priced, but 
it did provide some duplicate journeys. 
Loyalty remained high, but Yeovilian 
remained a thorn in Safeway’s side until it 
withdrew in February 1990. 


That sort of approach helps explain why 
Veronica Gunn was made an MBE in 1987 
for her services to transport. She was an 
acknowledged rural bus expert and 
attributed the company’s survival to hard 
work, personal service, attention to detail 
and familiarity with the needs of the 
community. She believed firmly that higher 
fares would not make rural bus services 
viable, and her word was received well 
beyond South Petherton, as she was an 
active member of the old Passenger 
Vehicle Operators’ Association (long since 
absorbed into the Confederation of 
Passenger Transport) and, indeed, was its 
only female committee member. 


Opposite: 

The newest body in the Safeway fleet is the 
Willowbrook Warrior on Leyland Leopard 
GIB 5970. It was rebodied immediately 
before purchase in April 1992 and was 
photographed last October in Crewkerne. 
pictures by MARK BAILEY 


Top: 

TYD 911W, a 59-seat Duple Dominant-bodied 
Leyland Leopard bus bought new by Safeway, 
pulls away from the stands at Yeovil bus 
station. It will have been 20 years in the fleet 
this coming November. 


Above: 
Newest vehicle in the Safeway fleet, Plaxton 
Paramount-bodied Leyland Tiger F202 HSO, 
out of territory in Plymouth’s Breton Side bus 
station. 


Since 1982, with the exception of a 
Northern Counties-bodied Renault S56 
minibus acquired last year to deal with a 
temporary diversion, Safeway has only 
bought Leyland Leopards and Tigers, and 
there are nine Leopards and four Tigers 
today. It’s almost 12 years since the last 
new Tiger coach arrived and more than 
three since the last secondhand Leyland, a 


HHU 42V, a Plaxton Supreme- 
bodied Leyland Leopard fitted with 
53 bus seats in place of customary 
coach seating, in Crewkerne. 


Leopard, arrived. The economics of running FROME — 
almost entirely commercial rural bus j - 
services have ruled out more modern foul ts parry WARMINSTER 
types, but Vernon Gunn expects com 
this to change. ) | A39 | 
As the cost of maintaining the ageing EXE] ™ street 
Leylands escalates, he says he has to look fi | A303 | 
BRUTON 
to the future, but for now the roar of , {ie Re aco i MERE 
Leopards on the bus services still rA359) nusfinron 
reverberates off the walls of the buildings a rag SPARKFORD ® ETE] Soran 
2 i TAUNTON curry Rivet & 
which hug the streets in South Petherton P33] : 
and the neighbouring villages. a ne oe ISLE ABBOTTS KINGSBURY EPISCOP |A30 | 
“ . WEST LAMBROOK 
There are around 12 full-time drivers and aacmieroekuncn ® PARRINGTON | MARTOCK | 
their level of rapport and familiarity with SHECTCNIBERUCTAME Bg BSE sue upon - 
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the nature of Safeway. A trip on one of its [ELE] HINTON ST GERORGE ® MMERRIOT’ BEAST CHIMMOCK 
; F CREWKERNE &  HASELBURY PLUCKNETT 
routes is always rewarding as the smart red Ca A foot. 
and cream Leopards trundle efficiently from sown rua 


village to village through the charming 1 MOSTERTON 
Somerset countryside. Do go soon. 


IN THE WAKE OF RETIREMENT 


s we reported last month, Wakes Services of Wincanton has been sold to Hulbert’s of Yeovil, marking a 
Ava change in fortune of a company featured at greater length in our September 1996 issue. The sale 

was prompted by brothers Dennis and Michael Wake’s decision to retire from the business they inherited 
from their father over 20 years ago. 

Right up to the end of the Wake family’s control, the main service continued to be the 20-mile long, eight- 
times-daily, Monday to Saturday trunk route 1 (Yeovil-Castle Cary-Shepton Mallett). An extensive range of other 
mainly once and twice-weekly routes, some to towns in adjoining Dorset and Wiltshire, operated 
largely unchanged. 

A group of new routes, contracted by Wiltshire County Council, links Gillingham and Mere with Frome, Mere 
with Warminster or Salisbury and a shoppers’ service runs from Wincanton and Gillingham to Bath on the first 
Saturday of the month. 

But April last year saw Wakes lose its second main tendered service, Monday to Friday 20 (Wincanton- 
Bruton-Castle Cary), to First Badgerline which provides extended minibus-operated route 666/7 to 
Keinton Mandeville and Street, five times daily on Mondays to Saturdays, with rural bus grant funding. Wakes’ / : 
major drawback was that its first morning bus had to start from Street, with a balancing trip back in the evening Mi led ean 
— so its tender included two daily empty runs from Wincanton. new in 1982, in Yeovil 

School contracts continued to provide work for between 10 and 12 Wakes’ buses, and four workshop staff, bus station. 
together with part-timers, drive these and other contract buses run in 
adjoining counties. 

Wakes also runs an extensive programme of family tours from 
Easter to October, with coaches most Sundays and some Tuesdays to 
popular Dorset, Devon and Cornish seaside resorts. Excursions also 
run to Blenheim Palace, Ludlow, Wye Valley, Hampton Court, Brecon, ' | a,ovi 
Isle of Wight and London — with pre-Christmas shopping trips to a rl —_—— eas 
Cribbs Causeway Shopping Experience, to Bath, Taunton and Exeter. 

Since 1996, the fleet has dropped from 35 to 31 vehicles — 12 
Leyland Tigers, five Leopards, nine Bedfords mainly with Duple or 
Willowbrook bodies, four Volvo B10Ms and one Dennis Javelin. The 
original depot at Sparkford was closed last spring to make way for a 
McDonald’s restaurant and the eight vehicles based there have been 
moved to the main depot at Wincanton. 

To the end, Wakes believed in good value and service. That has 
been reflected by the loyalty of many of the 33 full and part-time staff; 
one driver has over 22 years’ service and a fitter has been with the 


Wakes BYD 795X, a 
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company for over 16 years. 
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Want to see and buy 
the latest offerings from 
EFE, Corgi and the other 
model bus suppliers? 


RICHARD DELAHOY 
tests how the ‘Net can 
help you find the model 
you want 


Ai one who was brought up in the era when the only good OO scale model bus was Corgi’s Leyland Atlantean in fictional 
A coon Transport’ livery, | find today’s huge selection of models somewhat bewildering. Thankfully, help is at hand — 


courtesy of your web browser. 


You can surf on-line to find out details of the latest releases from EFE and Corgi, to see what some of the UK-based dealers have to 
offer and find out about the increasing number of excellent models available in Hong Kong. In a few cases, e-commerce has also 
reached the model bus market, creating a secure way to order and pay on-line; this is particularly useful if you live a long way from 
the nearest dealer or cannot get to the many rallies and sales around the country. 

This survey lists some of the more significant sites but is not intended to be fully comprehensive, so, apologies if I've missed your 
site. And remember when ordering from overseas suppliers, whether on-line or by fax/phone, you may not be protected by UK 


consumer protection legislation. 


LISTINGS: (ALL SITE ADDRESSES START HTTP://) 


Manufacturers 

Corgi: www.corgi.co.uk 

An attractively designed site listing current and future OOC 
releases, along with other Corgi models. While there is an e- 
commerce facility, the only buses that can be ordered on-line are 
1:50 scale Routemasters. 


Lledo: www.lledo.com 

This links to news that Corgi has bought some of Lledo’s assets 
from the receivers, following Lledo’s insolvency last year. Details 
of future releases will appear on the Corgi site. 


EFE: 

Surprisingly, EFE does not have its own site, but as sponsor of 
Britain’s biggest bus rally, illustrations of existing models and new 
releases can be found at www.showbus.co.uk. There is no mail 
order or e-commerce facility, but the models are widely available 
across the UK and from the dealers listed below. 


The Midland Red Collection: 
www.cix.co.uk/~wheels/mredmod.htm 

Manufacturer of 1:50 scale classic Midland Red buses and 
coaches. 


UK dealers 

Transmac: www.diecastmodels.uk.com (if your browser rejects 
that address, try www.transmac.freeserve.co.uk) 

Offers comprehensive listings of EFE and Corgi models, 
including photos of forthcoming releases. For EFE new releases, 
this site offers more up to date information than on the Showbus 
site. While e-commerce is not yet possible, conventional mail 
order is. 


Other dealers can be found via www.modelweb.co.uk/front.html 
and via the links page at www.modelbuses.co.uk. 


Overseas dealers 

Jotus Model Depot, Hong Kong: 
www.shopping.netvigator.com/jotus 

This is a very frustrating site. It takes a long time to download but 
then offers lots of pictures of some tempting and collectible 
models. Avoid heart failure by remembering to divide by 12.5 to 
convert Hong Kong dollars to sterling. I’m still not sure if it is 
possible to order on-line, as the combination of the slow speed 
and Cantonese text made me give up. 


80M Bus Models, Hong Kong: www.80mbusmodel.com 
This site will help visitors to the special administrative region 
track down shops selling Hong Kong bus models. 
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Collectors’ pages, clubs, magazines, etc 

Model Bus Collectors’ Page: www.modelbuses.freeserve.co.uk 
Recommended as a good introduction to the subject, especially 
Hong Kong models, and with a useful links page. A valuable 
facility is an EFE database which can be searched by vehicle 
type. By contrast, most other listings go by date of release, which 
is not always very helpful when looking for specific models. 


Model Buses magazine: www.modelbuses.co.uk 

This is an excellent and comprehensive site, covering more than 
just this new magazine itself. Models may be ordered on-line via 
a secure e-commerce link, there is a good links page, archive 
articles from the magazine and even a free classified advertising 
section. 


Model Bus Collectors’ Exchange: 

This site is devoted to collectors who want to sell, swap or buy 
rare or out-of-production models. The address is far too long and 
involved to quote here, so find it via the UK — General Links 
page at www.annells.demon.co.uk/busstn.htm. 


Oriental Model Buses: 


www.gwmailbox.freeserve.co.uk/general.htm 
An illustrated listing of many Hong Kong models. 


Isaac Wong’s Hong Kong Bus Site: www.hkmodels.cjb.net 
News about the latest Hong Kong models. Despite the name, the 
site owner is an Australian resident. 


E-groups discussion site: www.egroups.com/group/uk- 
modelbus/info.html 


Collector’s Gazette: www.icn.co.uk/cca.html 


So, if you cant wait for the next rally or just want to see what’s 
new in the world of model buses, try the Internet. But remember 
to set yourself a budget before you get too carried away. 


Your comments on Buses On The Net are always welcome - 
contact me on buses @signal-training.com. 


Richard Delahoy thinks his 
all time favourite buses 
were Eastern National's 
coach-seated Bristol FLFs, 

gj now released as an EFE 

| model which could be 
viewed and ordered on-line 
before it was available in 
the shops. Here is the 
real thing. 

ESSEX BUS ENTHUSIASTS 
GROUP 


errr 
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IN DUBLIN’ 


Pre. with increasing traffic gridlock 
Pieeucton the Irish capital — largely a 
result of the prosperity from the ‘Celtic 
Tiger’ economic boom — the Dublin 
Transportation Office (DTO) took the view 
that the bus offers the most immediate, 
flexible and economic solution to the city’s 
problems. The DTO, by the way, represents 
all the main parties affected by traffic 
conditions in the greater Dublin area, 
and its quick fix is to introduce 11 Quality 
Bus Corridors (QBCs) on the main 
traffic arteries. 

The first QBCs served the western suburb 
of Lucan and the Malahide Road area. 
Both have been successful and were 
generally received from the outset without 
any significant protest, but neither required 
major infrastructure investments. 

The third scheme, the Stillorgan QBC, is 
quite different. Its core route is the 46A 
(City Centre-Stillorgan-Dun Laoghaire), a 
route already well known to most south 
Dubliners; it’s got a high profile among 
passengers and even featured in a pop 
song some years ago. 

From an early stage, the project was 
greeted with much audible antipathy from 
motoring organisations like the AA who 
alleged that, because it would ration road 
space, it would be completely unworkable 
and would actually increase, rather than 
alleviate the traffic gridlock. 


So by the time it was introduced on 
Monday 23 August last year, the term QBC 
was well-known not just in Dublin but also 
throughout Ireland; such was the level of 
exposure given to it in the media, with daily 
sets of letters to newspaper editors either 
for or against the concept. For a brief 
period, it seemed that the QBC might be 
postponed or abandoned, but with the 
realignment of several road junctions and 
traffic islands, and the marking out of the 
thick white lane separator lines on the 
roads — and application of the words ‘Lana 
Bus’ (Irish for bus lane) — there was no 
turning back. 


Right in the public eye 
From the start, then, there was little doubt 
that this QBC would be subject to very 
critical appraisal, and that the future of the 
other eight yet to be implemented would 
depend on how well the Stillorgan 
scheme performed 

And, boy, has it performed. Confirmed 
figures for the four-month period from mid- 
August to mid-December last year show 
Monday to Friday morning peak (07.00 to 
09.15) loadings up by 140%, evening peak 
(16.30 to 18.30) loadings up by 130% and 
overall traffic on the corridor up by 60%. 


It's been achieved by guaranteeing a high 
service frequency with short journey times, 
by using 68% brand new and 32% three to 
four-year-old buses, and by focusing on 
good vehicle presentation and well-trained, 
customer friendly staff. The efforts of other 
members of the DTO, such as the local 
authorities and the Gardai (police), have 
helped, too. 

Part of its success was down to the 
operation of feeder or tributary routes (e.g. 
46C/D/E, 58/C/X, 116/7) which collect 
passengers from peripheral areas and then 
merge into the main corridor; some of 
these routes, like the 58X to Dublin Airport 
and the 46C to Heuston Station, also run 
beyond the normal city centre termini. 

Another key development was the 
introduction of Euro duties, so called 
because additional Volvo Olympians were 
substantially funded by the European Union 
and carry EU flags to differentiate them 
from the 26 non-Euro buses; those 26 
buses carry Stillorgan Flyer branding. 
Additional parking space was created at 
Donnybrook garage, for the number of 
buses deployed there on the corridor has 
risen in stages from 26 before the QBC 
began to 66 by the end of last year. 

The flexible Euro duties are part of Dublin 
Bus’s viability plan and span Monday to 
Friday morning and evening peaks, leaving 
staff with a long intervening break during 


Proof that it works: crowds pile on to 
Olympian RV567 at Belfield flyover, with 
the solid bus lane white line marking 
visible to the left of the bus. 

pictures by JONATHAN McDONNELL 
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In the face of strident opposition from the car lobby, Dublin Bus’s Stillorgan Quality 


CITY 


Bus Corridor has been extraordinarily successful. IAN MOLLOY and 
JONATHAN McDONNELL explain how this has been achieved 
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the middle part of the day. Euro duties are 
there to provide the additional capacity 
needed in the peaks, and the buses are 
often injected at key points along the 
corridor; in the mornings, having arrived in 
the city centre, they are turned round 
immediately and sent back empty to either 
Stillorgan Village or Foxrock Church to 
reload for the city centre. Generally, Euro 
drivers are young, enthusiastic and 
customer friendly. 

Flexibility extends to sharing routes 
around garages. Dublin Bus started doing 
this on a pilot basis in May 1999 with, for 
example, a Phibsboro bus working route 
39X to Belfield, then running empty to 
Stillorgan Village or Foxrock Church, then 
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picking up a 46A duty to the city centre; all 
this is made easier by the introduction of 
dot matrix destination displays. Buses from 
both Conyngham Road (routes 25X, 66X) 
and Clontarf (27X, 32X) also interchange 
with the QBC routes. 

Donnybrook buses which have earlier 
worked the Tallaght-area Xpresso routes 
(15X, 49X, 50X) also work in this way. 
certain Donnybrook buses which operate 
routes 46X and 58X to the airport then 
convert into 27Xs, taking them to Clare Hall 
— off the Malahide Road — which is well 
into Clontarf operating territory. 

There also are short workings which 
either start or finish at Donnybrook garage, 
Belfield, Stillorgan, Foxrock Church, Abbey 
Park or Monkstown Farm, and the system's 
possibilities have been enlarged by 
connecting with other transport modes as 
the journeys extended to the airport also 
pass Drumcondra suburban railway station. 

These are only part of the story, as the 
QBC has also been driven forward by a 
real willingness not only to monitor 
passenger numbers, but also to seek 
feedback from travellers and make 
changes as their need becomes apparent. 
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This has been further supported by 
consistent marketing and promotion, with 
campaigns focused on car commuters and 
groups like students who do not own cars. 

Attention to detail has seen the 
introduction of a mobile cleaning unit in the 
city centre, so all buses — provided they 
are running to schedule — are internally 
valeted at Fleet Street during their layover. 
A separate team is charged with cleaning 
the Euro buses after the evening peak, 
and company rules prohibit the use of 
Euro buses late at night to avoid the risk 
of vandalism. 

The benefits of the QBC itself have 
washed out on to other parts of the Dublin 
Bus network and to Bus Eireann services 
to Wicklow and Rosslare, and extra Euro 
duties have also been added to Dublin Bus 
route 10. 


By general consent, this QBC has been a 

great success. It has led to a renaissance 

of the bus in south Dublin and the sceptics 
have been proved wrong as many affluent 
car commuters have switched to buses — 
often when they would never have used a 

bus before. 


The rate of conversion of commuters has 
genuinely baffled both those inside Dublin 
Bus and outside observers, for a random 
on-bus survey of 400 customers indicated 
that a startling 60% (240 people) had 
previously travelled by car. 


Left: 
Excavation work at Donnybrook to accommodate 
the extra buses needed for the QBC. 


Above: 

Low-floor double-deck demonstrators have also 
been operating on the Stillorgan QBC. Here, 
Lothian-specification Volvo B7L/Plaxton President 
demonstrator VP1 begins its inaugural run from 
Dublin airport. Dublin Bus has since ordered 100 
Alexander-bodied B7Ls as part of its QBC 
programme for 2000. 
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And the term QBC has been assimilated 
into everyday south 
Dublin English, much as 
DART (Dublin Area Rapid 
Transit, the electrified 
suburban train system) 
was at its inception in 
1984. In a pure marketing 
sense, there also was a 
feeling that QBC customers 
somehow were part of a 
new and smart movement 
which was advancing 
very quickly. 

Because of all this piukie. 
goodwill and patronage, vat 
there has indeed been some B= 
overcrowding at peak times, 
but customers don’t seem to 3 Balswe 
object to standing while Introducing the Showing how Euro duties inject extra buses 
travelling, as speed, gan QBC \ on to the corridor, this scene at Foxrock 
reliability and general quality Church shows fleet-liveried RV586 and four 
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Inset: 

At times, there seems always to be a 46A in 
sight. RA222 moves off to its city centre 
departure stop while RV462 awaits its 
appointed minute. This is typical of the 
narrow central streets in which many Dublin 
Bus services terminate. 
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Subscribe now to Buses and you can save an amazing 50% 
on a maximum of 12 books from a specially selected list of 
popular transport titles, which will be sent 
to you on receipt of your subscription order * 


Buses is committed to reporting 


developments in the industry as NEVER miss a single issue of Buses 
. Take advantage of special REDUCED PRICE BOOK and 
and when they happen, with 
4 a iad VIDEO BARGAINS - available exclusively to subscribers 


up-to-date news coverage, NO PRICE INCREASE during the period of your 
interesting features and profiles, subscription 
incisive comment and lively, FREE POST & PACKING on all UK subscriptions 

, Your copy delivered ‘HOT OFF THE PRESS’ to your work 
colourful presentation. ox icine 


* Postage and packing charges are additional 


Preserved Bus is going monthly from 
the May issue. All new subscribers 
taking out a combined 
BUSES/PRESERVED BUS 
subscription will benefit from an 
amazing 10% discount! See the great 
savings below. 


Please send this Subscription Order Form to lan Allan Publishing Ltd, Subscriptions Dept, Riverdene Business Park, Molesey Road, Hersham, 
Surrey KT12 4RG. Alternatively, you can telephone your order using the Priority Service Line on 01932 266622 or the Fax/Overnight Answerphone 


| 2. Please debit my [] Mastercard J] Visa Switch card number: Continuous annual credit card 
payment until further notice Te 
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IL] Expy Datesmuatba Issue No:___————(Switch only) lan Allan 


Cardholder Signature: Date: 
PUBLISHING 


| on 01932 266633. E-mail: sales@ianallanpub.co.uk 

Yes, | would like a joint Preserved Bus/Buses _] Yes, | would like to subscribe to Buses. | require Yes, | would like to subscribe to Preserved Bus. 
| subscription at 10% discount off the combined price the following subscription: require the following subscription: 

| 1 year UK @ £60.00 (usually £66.60) LJ | Year UK @ £35.40 L | Year UK @ £31.20 

{ 1 Year Europe @ £72.00 (usually £80.00) C] | Year Europe @ £43.00 | Year Europe @ £37.00 

| 1 Year Rest of World (airmail) @ £73.50 _] | Year Rest of World (airmail) @ £45.00 | Year Rest of World (airmail) @ £37.00 

| (usually £82.00) (1 1 Year Rest of World (1st class aimail) @ £54.00 1 Year Rest of World (1st class aimail) @ £39.50 
j 1 Year Rest of World (1st class airmail) 

j @ £84.00 (usually £93.50) 

| | would like my subscription to start with the dated issue. 

| Your details (must be completed in full). 

| Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 

| Address: 

Postcode: 

| 1. | enclose a cheque to the value of £ made payable to lan Allan Publishing Ltd. 


3. Please invoice me: _| Offer expires 31.12.00 BMar/a 
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FED UP OF | OF WAITING ALL MONT H FOR 
A GOOD BUS MAGAZINE, THEN 
HAVING TWO ARRIVING TOGETHER? 


Soon you'll be able to get a great bus magazine from 
lan Allan Publishing cry two to three weeks! 


From the May issue - on sale 7 April - 
we’re moving Preserved Bus to the first 
Friday of EVERY MONTH! 

As Buses remains on the third Friday 
most months you'll only have to wait 
two weeks between Britain’s best 

bus magazines. 


SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR NEW 
SUBSCRIBERS - 
SEE P31! 


THE NEW LOOK 
PRESERVED BUS all 


Lots of tempting features In 


the latest issue! 


@ Window on Widnes - Widnes Leylands in 
preservation 

Flying Colours - BOAC’s buses 

Barra Bog Bus - a GS to upset the purists! 
Birkenhead - a museum for the 21st century 
Leyland Nationals - more preserved than you think! 
RE opposites - a 1967 RESL and a 1972 RELH 
compared; they're standardised to the point of 
both being red 


ALL PRESENTED IN A BRAND NEW STYLE, AND 
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SOON TO GO MONTHLY ... saan Af 


IT’S WHAT BUS PRESERVATION IS ALL ABOUT! 
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RALLY CALENDAR 


et again the new rally season is 


almost upon us, and as ever we 
can promise a packed summer 
with rallies and other events on nearly 
every weekend — and ‘summer’ seems 
to extend from March to December 

these days! 

There are one or two changes to the 
established pattern this year; the Oxford 
Bus Museum for instance has decided to 
concentrate on its building work and will 
not be running any of its popular events. 
Also the Luton BBPG rally has moved 
both in time and in space — it’s now in 
August and not in Luton. It’s gone to the 
old home of Showbus, Woburn Abbey, 
where the sun always shines. One of the 
biggest rallies on the calendar, the Leicester 
Historic Transport Pageant, will not be 
happening this year, neither will the long- 
established ITT Rally in Northern Ireland. 

But most of the perennial favourites like 
Showbus and the Cobham open day 
continue as ever. 

As always it’s best to check with the 
organisers before you set out on a long 
journey to an event; we do our best to 
ensure the information is accurate but things 
do change sometimes. Please address all 
your enquiries to the organisers and not to 
Buses. If you're writing to organisers, 
please enclose a stamped, addressed 
envelope if you want a reply. 

And if you'd like a nice poster version of 
the Rally Calendar, Preserved Bus 12, 
on sale now, has one — free! 


March 2000 


AMBERLEY MUSEUM 
This working museum four miles north of Arundel, in 
West Sussex’s South Downs, celebrates its 21st 
birthday this year. It contains, among other things, a 
replica Southdown bus garage with a collection of 
related vehicles, including an ex-Worthing Motor 
Services Tilling Stevens petrol-electric double-decker 
of 1914. Ex-Southdown vehicles include an open-top 
Leyland N-type of the 1920s, Leyland TD1 Titan 
closed-top double-deckers of 1930 and 1931, and a 
1927 Dennis 19-seater single-decker. A Shelvoke & 
Drewry with replica Tramocar bodywork is also 
featured. A vintage bus service around the 36 acre 
site operates throughout the season. 
Open: Wednesday-Sunday 10.00-17.00 (closes 
18.00), 15 March-29 October; daily 12 April-1 May, 
24 May-4 June, 19 July-10 September, 18- 
29 October. This year’s annual bus rally takes place 
on 17 September. 
Admission: £6.25 adults, £5.50 over 60s, £3.25 
children, £17 family ticket. 
Details: Amberley Museum, Amberley, Arundel, West 
Sussex BN18 9LT. Phone: 01798 831370. E-mail: 
office@amberleymuseum.co.uk. Website: 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 


ULSTER FOLK & TRANSPORT MUSEUM, 

CULTRA, CO DOWN 
The Road Transport Galleries display a unique 
collection of wheeled vehicles, ranging from cycles 
and motor-cycles to trams, buses and cars. The 
interpretative exhibitions show the development of 
road transport and the impact it had on the lives of 
ordinary people in a creative, visually attractive and 
stimulating way which appeals to all age groups. The 


and close to Belfast City Airport. 

Open: Daily (not Christmas Day/Boxing Day); 
telephone to check opening hours as these vary 
through the year. 

Admission: Transport Museum only: £3.30 adults, 
£2.20 children. Folk and transport museum: £4 
adults, £2.50 children, family ticket (two adults and up 
to three children) £11. 

Details: Ulster Folk & Transport Museum, Cultra, 
Holywood, Co Down BT18 OEU. Phone: 

028 9042 8428. 


BIRKENHEAD 
PACIFIC ROAD TRANSPORT MUSEUM 


Pacific Road Transport Museum houses a collection 
of buses, tramcars, motor cycles, cars and a few 
military vehicles. Some of the trams and buses are 
being restored by two local bus and tram enthusiast 
groups. It has a length of tram track, and this is 
operational on Tuesdays to Sundays during the 
summer. Tram tickets give free entry to three local 
museums, all within walking distance. However, while 
the trams will be running, the museum itself is 
expected to be closed for remodelling during the 
summer. 

Details: Tourist Information Centre Phone: 

0151 647 6780. 


& MUSEUM CUIDE 2000 


BIRMINGHAM 


ASTON MANOR ROAD 
TRANSPORT MUSEUM 
The former tram depot at Witton Lane, Aston houses 


a selection of buses, trucks and tramcars in an 
authentic setting with original tram tracks and stone 
setts still in situ. Whilst there is a distinct Midlands 
flavour exhibits are drawn from all parts of the country 
and vehicles on display are changed at regular 
intervals. 

An open day will be held on 9 July and takes the 
form of an informal gathering of vehicles. A vintage 
bus service will link the museum with nearby Aston 
Hall, where vehicles will be on display and Aston 
Parish Church. A free bus service will also operate 
between the museum and Birmingham City Centre. 
On 29 May the museum will be linked to BaMMOT at 
Wythall by bus service (including classic buses). 100 
years of the British Motorbus will be celebrated in 
conjunction with Buses on Saturday 5 August. A 
collectors’ fair will be held on 26 November. 

Open: Saturday/Sunday/Bank Holiday Mondays 
11.00-17.00 (closed 16, 17 September for the Outer 
Circle rally). 

Admission: £1 adults, 50p children/concessions, 
£2.75 family (except 9 July). A £6 (£3 children and 
concessions) combined admission to both Aston 
Manor and Wythall, and all-day riding ticket, is 
available on 29 May. 

Public transport: Witton station (short walk) or bus 7 
from Birmingham. 

Details: 0121 322 2298 or write (enclosing SAE, 
please) to the museum at 208-216 Witton Lane, 
Aston, Birmingham, B6 6QE. 


BIRMINGHAM & MIDLAND MUSEUM 

OF TRANSPORT 
The Museum in Chapel Lane, Wythall, near 
Birmingham (just off A435, near M42 jct 3) has two 
large halls containing around 70 buses and coaches, 
mainly Midlands-associated, miniature steam railway, 
a Frankfurt tramcar, fire engines and an unrivalled” 
battery-electric vehicle display. 
Open: 11.00-17.00, Saturday, Sunday and Bank 
Holidays, Easter Sunday-29 October. 
Operating days: 23/24 April; 29 May; 18 June; 
2 July; 6, 28 August; 29 October. The 750 bus 
service from central Birmingham will operate on 
24 April, 29 May, 6 and 28 August and 29 October, 
operated by museum buses and assisted by North 
Birmingham Busways on 29 May and 28 August. The 
centre of Birmingham is being rebuilt, so please 
check the following arrangements if in doubt. The 750 
is expected to depart at 11.30 from a new terminus in 
Hill Street (stop nearest to Navigation Street — rail 
users should leave New Street via the footbridge at 
the B end of the platforms which leads to Navigation 
Street), and from the Maypole at 11.50 and 12.40. A 
return journey to central Birmingham will depart 
Wythall at 16.00; earlier journeys will connect with 
citybound commercial bus services. 
Special days include 29 May when Wythall is linked 
half-hourly by classic buses with Aston Manor Road 
Transport Museum, plus model displays at Wythall by 
the Model Bus Federation and others, and 18 June 


A Halifax Leyland Leopard and a West Yorkshire Bristol 
RELL from the Keighley Bus Museum. 
PAUL WIGAN 


when there is a Transtar Toyfair. A century of 
Birmingham transport is celebrated on 6 August. The 
Rear-Engined Rally is back on 28 August. The pre- 
hibernation day is 29 October which returns a 
specific Midland Red day to the calendar. 
Admission: £1.50 (£3 on 23/24 April, 28/29 May, 

2 July, 6, 27/28 August and 29 October). Reduced 
prices for senior citizens, children, UB40. Family 
tickets available. A combined admission and all-day 
riding ticket is available at £6 (£3 senior 
citizens/children) on appropriate days and includes 
admission to both museums on 29 May. 

Details: Birmingham & Midland Museum of 
Transport, Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JUX. Phone: 
01564 826471. E-mail: enquiriles@bammot.org.uk. 
Website: www.bammot.org.uk 


CANVEY ISLAND, ESSEX 
CASTLE POINT TRANSPORT MUSEUM 


Situated in the historic former Canvey & District depot 
in Point Road, Canvey Island, Essex, this museum 
has a collection of approximately 35 vehicles including 
buses, coaches and commercial vehicles spanning 
the period 1929-1972. A major display is the 
collection of local vehicles owned by the Eastern 
National Preservation Group. 

Open: Sunday, 10.00-17.00 April-Oct. 

Special event: Open day and Buses on Parade on 

8 October (see Rally Calendar). Admission charged. 
Admission: free (donation box available). 

Details: Castle Point Transport Museum Society, 

105 Point Road, Canvey Island SS8 7TP. Phone: 
01268 684272. 


COBHAM, SURREY 
COBHAM BUS MUSEUM 


Located one mile from the M25/A3 junction 10, the 
museum is home to the London Bus Preservation 
Trust. It houses a remarkable collection of 35 buses 
and coaches, around half owned by the Trust and the 
remainder by individual members. The Trust's 
vehicles are all of London origin, dating from 1925 to 
1973. Some are fully restored and run regularly, while 
others are being restored or waiting their turn for 
attention. Items of street furniture and other transport 
artefacts are displayed in and around the Museum. 
The building itself dates from World War 2 and was 
closely connected with Barnes Wallis and his 
bouncing bomb tests. There is a museum shop 
stocking a wide variety of books, models and other 
items, and visiting trade stands regularly attend on 
event days. 

Open: Selected Sundays throughout the year (10.30- 
16.30). Details in the Rally Calendar. 

Special events: 9 April: Cobham 2000 annual open 
day, a major event at the Museum and Brooklands 
Runway, with bus and coach gathering, many sales 
stands and special bus services. 29 May: Rear- 
Engined Day. 28 August: Classic and rear-engined 
buses on free bus service to Woking. Other display 
days: 2 July , 16/17 September Running Day, long 
disappeared routes, 29 October RF Running Day. 
Admission: £3, with free entry for up to two 
accompanied children under 16. (£6 for 9 April, 
including free travel on inter-site bus services). 
Transport: Special bus service 462, operated 
(subject to availability) by RTL139, links Weybridge 
station, town and the bus museum on all Display 
Days; £3 return fare includes museum admission. 
Separate arrangements apply on special event days. 
Details: LBPT, Cobham Bus Museum, Redhill Road, 
Cobham, Surrey KT11 1EF. Phone: 01932 868665 
(Saturday/Sunday). 


COVENTRY 
IMUSEUM OF BRITISH ROAD TRANSPORT 


Containing a collection of more than 200 cars and 
commercial vehicles, plus bicycles and motorcycles, 
the Museum of British Road Transport also has six 
buses and a mobile print room with a bus-style body 
on a Daimler CVD6 chassis. Appropriately most were 
built in and around Coventry, once regarded as the 
home of the British automotive industry. Three are 
Coventry Corporation Daimlers, there is a Blue Bus 
Daimler CD650 while a Maudslay Marathon was built 
in nearby Alcester. 

Open: Every day except Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day, 10.00-17.00. 

Admission: Free. 

Transport: Near Pool Meadow bus station (services 
17 or 27 from the railway station). 

Details: Museum of British Road Transport, Hales 
Street, Coventry CV1 1PN. Phone: 024 7683 2425. 
Website: museum@mbrt.co.uk 


Vintage trams run every few minutes through a period 
street, beneath the elegant Bowes-Lyon Bridge, and 
on to views of the Derwent Valley. An exhibition hall 
contains a ‘Track in Time’ experience, a dramatic 
‘Tram at Night’ light and sound section and an 
Edwardian trade exhibition, offering the chance to visit 
a turn-of-the-century event. Unlimited vintage tram 
rides are included in the admission price, plus video 
theatre, café, shops, picnic areas and playground. 
Accompanied dogs on leads are welcome. 

Open: April-October daily, 10.00-17.30 (18.30 Bank 
Holidays, and at weekends June-August). November- 
March: Sundays and Mondays only (not 24, 25, 

31 December) 10.30-16.00. 

Special events: 21 May: The ‘mane’ event — this 
year’s only chance to ride on a ‘very venerable’ 
horse-tram; 11 June: Tram-jam-boree — a taste of 
rush hour with trams, the entire 

working fleet out and about; 16 July: ‘In living 
memory’ — free admission for visitors arriving in 
Edwardian or Victorian period costume; 27, 

28 August: Grand Festival of Transport; 

10 September: Funtasia — special events and free 
admission for children; 1 October: Yorkshire Date — 
‘Trumpet 'n’ Trams’ Day with a Yorkshire flavour; 21- 
28 October: Half-term treasure trails; 29 October: 
Starlight Special. 

Admission: £6.70 adults, £5.80 senior citizen, £3.30 
children (4-15 years inclusive), £18.20 family ticket 
(two adults, three children). Drivers of classic vehicles 
built and registered before 1 January 1968, plus three 
passengers, admitted free in return for a guarantee to 
park in the Museum Street for a minimum of three 
hours. 

Details: The National Tramway Museum, Crich, 
Matlock DE4 5DP. Phone: 01773 852565, Fax: 
01773 852326. Website: www.tramway.co.uk Public 
transport information on the Derbyshire Busine, 
01332 292200 


DEWSBURY BUS MUSEUM 


Some 25 buses are housed in the Dewsbury Bus 
Museum, Foundry Street, Ravensthorpe, which 
moved into a new shed in 1989. It is not generally 
open to the public except on its rally day, 1 May (see 
Rally Calendar) though at weekends when work is 
being done on vehicles, it is possible to see the 
collection by prior arrangement. 

Details: Dewsbury Bus Museum, 7-11 Foundry 
Street, Ravensthorpe, Dewsbury WF13 3HW. 


Dover Transport Museum, Old Park, Honeywood 
Road, Whitfield, just off the A2 at Whitfield 
(McDonalds) roundabout, three miles from Dover, is a 
general transport museum with an emphasis on East 
Kent. It contains more than 30 vehicles including 10 
buses and coaches dating from 1929 to 1960 as well 
as members' visiting buses. Included are many 
transport and related displays, models, including a 
working model tramway and model railway, and 
artefacts with a replica East Kent Road Car Co 
booking office and village garage. Rides on various 
vehicles are often available. 

Open: Sundays 11.00-17.00 Easter to end of 
September, also Thursday/Friday 14.00-17.00 July 
and August. Group visits at any time, by appointment. 
Special event: White Cliffs Bus Rally, Date to be 
announced. 

Admission: Adults: £2, children £1, family £5. 
Details: Phone: 01304 822409, 204612. 


TRANSPORT MUSEUM SOCIETY 

OF IRELAND 
The TMSI collection displayed at Howth, Co Dublin, 
portrays public service and commercial road 
transport. The only such collection in the Irish 
Republic, it contains many rare vehicles and some 
which are unique. At present the oldest exhibit dates 
from 1883, the newest from 1984. Among the 60 
vehicles currently on show are 12 buses, including 
CIE Leyland Titans, Atlanteans and a Tiger. One of 
the Titans is the ex-DUTC TD4 R1. GNR Gardner 
390 and GNR AEC Regent 438 are also there, as are 
Belfast Guy trolleybus 183, Guy Arab 298 and 
Daimler CVG6 432. There are two Bedfords, a Duffy- 
bodied VAM and a Duple-bodied OB bus. There are 
also four trams and vehicles in store can be seen on 
request. 
Open: October-May, Saturday/Sunday and Bank 
Holidays including 26 December-1 January, 14.00- 
17.00 June-September, Monday-Saturday 10.00- 
17.00, Sunday 14.00-17.00, other times by 
arrangement. 
Public transport: Howth Heritage Depot is 
800metres from Howth DART station and is served 
by bus 31 from Lower Abbey Street. 
Admission: Adults £1.60, Children and OAPs 80p, 
families (two adults and up to five children or one car 
with four people) £4. Special rate of 80p for members 
of bona-fide transport societies on production of 
current membership card. 
Details: Transport Museum Society of Ireland, 
Heritage Depot, Howth Demesne, Howth, Dublin 13. 
Phone: 00353 1 832 0427 or mobile 086 828 9437. 


DUDLEY 


BLACK COUNTRY LIVING MUSEUM 


The Black Country Museum's trolleybus service is 
back in operation, restoring a fascinating transport 
dimension to one of the country’s truly great living 
museums. The site recreates many 19th and early 
20th century aspects of Black Country industry and 
living conditions. There also is a tramway. 

Open: 1 March to 31 October, daily 10.00-17.00hrs; 
November-February Wednesday-Sunday only, 
10.00-16.00hrs. Phone for details of the Christmas 
closure. 

Admission: £7.50 adults, £6.50 OAPs, £4.50 
children, family ticket (two adults and up to four 
children) £20. 

Details: Phone: 0121 557 9643. 


DUNSTABLE 


The collection of vehicles owned and restored by 
Mike Sutcliffe is located at his home, a 17th century 
thatched cottage in Totternhoe, near Dunstable, 
Beds, although some vehicles are on loan to 
museums, eg British Commercial Vehicle Museum at 
Leyland, and Manchester Museum of Transport. 
There are 20 vehicles in the collection, dating from 
1908 to 1934, mainly early Leyland buses, many of 
which are now restored, but also including a 1910 
York tram. The buses are some of the oldest in 
preservation, many on solid tyres, and include the 
oldest restored British-built motorbus, a 1908 Leyland 
double-decker. There are currently four Leylands 
undergoing restoration, including a 1914 ‘Torpedo’ 
charabanc, the only surviving example, and a White 
Rose 40-seat Leyland SG7 of 1923. 

Open: The collection is not open to the public, but 
can be viewed by prior arrangement with Mike 
Sutcliffe. 

Admission: Free, but donations welcome. 

Details: Phone: 01525 221676. 


MUSEUM OF TRANSPORT 


1 Bunhouse Road, Glasgow G3 8DP 

One of the country’s best static transport museums, 
with road, rail and sea exhibits. There are three 
Glasgow Corporation buses, 1958 preproduction 
Atlantean LA1, 1949 Croft-bodied Albion Venturer 
B92 and 1958 34ft 5in Burlingham-bodied BUT 
single-deck trolleybus TBS13. Centrepiece of the 
collection is a display of seven Glasgow trams dating 
from the 1890s to 1952. There also is a 1938 replica 
city street with shops, cinema and a reconstructed 
Glasgow Underground station. Museum shop 
includes books, videos, posters and gifts with a 
Scottish connection. 

Open: daily, 10.00-17.00 Mondays-Saturdays, 
11.00-17.00 Sundays. 

Admission: free. 

Details: Phone: 0141 287 2720, fax 0141-287 2692. 


BUSES 


DS 
IPSWICH TRANSPORT MUSEUM 


The Ipswich Transport Museum was formed in 1965 
when Eric Mouser purchased an Eastern Counties 
Dennis Ace. It is now housed in the former Ipswich 
Corporation trolleybus depot at Priory Heath. The 
collection includes 140 major road transport exhibits, 
all built or operated in Ipswich. Currently there are 15 
motorbuses, five trolleybuses and a tramcar on 
display. 

The museum collection includes a substantial archive 
of documents and photographs, uniforms, ticket 
machines and other small objects, some of which are 
displayed with the vehicles in the main display. 

The ITM is one of the first of its kind to achieve full 
registration with the Museums & Galleries 
Commission and will benefit further during the year 
from a £131,000 award from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (see ‘Preservation Update’, this issue). 

Open: Sundays/Bank Holiday Mondays, from 2 April 
until 26 November, 11.00-16.30, and Monday-Friday, 
13.00-16.00, 29 May-2 June, 1 August-1 September, 
23-27 October. Bookings for group visits can be made 
outside these times by special arrangement. 

Special events: 7, 14 May and 1 October; see Rally 
Calendar. 

Admission: £2.25 adults; reductions for 
children/OAPs/families. 

Details: |pswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus 
Depot, Cobham Road IP3 9JD. Phone: 

01473 715666. Website: 

www. ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


The museum is located at Denholme House Farm, 
(behind the Parish Church), Halifax Road, Denholme, 
halfway between Halifax and Keighley on the A629. It 
is open for casual visitors between 12.00 and 16.00 
most Sundays throughout the year, and on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 19.00. Admission is free 
except on open days when special arrangements 

will apply. 

The collection now comprises more than 50 vehicles, 
and the museum has additional overflow vehicle 
storage in Old Dalton Lane in central Keighley. This is 
open to individual visitors only on Open Days (see 
below), but parties can be accommodated by prior 
arrangement. 

Open days: 30 April at both Denholme and Old 
Dalton Lane; 28 May, 25 June, 30 July, 27 August 
and 24 September at Old Dalton Lane only, but with 
bus link to the Vintage Railway Carriage Museum at 
Ingrow Railway Centre. There are historic bus 
company displays at Ingrow on 11 June, 9 July and 
6 August. 

Other events: In addition to special events organised 
in the area by the museum on 18 June, 

9 September, 1 October and 25 December (see 
Rally Calendar) it also provides vehicles for a park-&- 
ride service in conjunction with the Keighley & Worth 
Valley Railway’s Thomas the Tank Engine weekends, 
3/4 June and 23/24 September, for its diesel 
weekend, 22/23 July (subject to confirmation) and 
there are scenic tours in conjunction with the 
Railway’s Enthusiasts’ Weekends on 13/14 May and 
21/22 October. 

Public transport: Frequent buses between Keighley 
and Halifax stop outside Denholme; Old Dalton Lane 
is in Keighley town centre, next to the Keighley & 
Worth Valley Railway station. 

Details: If you are travelling any distance please 
contact David Jones, Secretary, 47 Brantfell Drive, 
Burnley BB12 8AW, Phone/fax: 01282 413179 or 
Greg Lawson, 36 Jenny Lane, Baildon BD17 6RR, 
Phone: 01274 587519 to ensure that someone will be 
there to welcome you. 


LATHALMOND 
SCOTTISH VINTAGE BUS MUSEUM 


The Scottish Vintage Bus Museum is situated within 
42 acres of the former Royal Navy stores depot at 
Lathalmond, Fife. It is located about two miles north 
of Dunfermline on the B915 (two miles west of Jct 4 
on the M90). Much work has been done on the 
infrastructure since the museum moved to this site in 
1995. Workshop facilities are the envy of many similar 
organisations and a new display shed was opened for 
the 1997 season. The museum boasts more than 120 
resident vehicles. 

Open: Sundays only, Easter-September, 12.00 to 
17.00. Private tours for schools, enthusiast groups etc 
can be made by prior arrangement. 

Special event: Open weekend and Scottish National 
Road Run 19/20 August. 


March 2000 


Admission: Adults £2, children £1 (£4.00 on Open 
Weekend, including free vintage bus service to and 
from Dunfermline bus station). 

Details: SVBM, c/o 17 Thimblehall Drive, 
Dunfermline KY12 7RH. Website: 
www.busweb.co.uk/svom 


LEYLAND 
BRITISH COMMERCIAL VEHICLE MUSEUM 


This unique line-up of historic commercial vehicles 
and buses spanning a century of truck and bus 
building is located in the heart of Leyland. More than 
50 exhibits are on permanent display in this 
significant national collection. It is located close to 
junction 28 on the M6. 

Open: Sundays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Bank 
Holidays, 2 April-30 September, 10.00-17.00hrs, 
Sundays only in October. 

Admission: £4 adults, £2 OAPs/children, £10 family 
ticket. 

Details: British Commercial Vehicle Museum, King 
Street, Leyland PR5 1LE. Phone: 01772 451011. 


LINCOLNSH 


VINTAGE 

VEHICLE SOCIETY 
The Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle Society's 
headquarters are in Whisby Road, Lincoln (off B1190 
and A46 Lincoln bypass). The site boasts an 
excellent exhibition hall and storage/workshop 
building. More than 50 vehicles are housed at the 
headquarters, with 13 buses in the hall. Eleven other 
buses are accommodated in the workshop and rear 
parking area. 
Open: May-October: Monday-Friday 12.00-16.00, 
Sunday 10.00-16.00; November-April: Sunday only, 
14.00-17.00. Other times/group visits by appointment 
(Phone 01522 689497). 
Special events: Open days on Easter Sunday, 
23 April and 5 November. 
Admission: Free, but donations welcome. 
Details: 3 The Paddock, High Street, Skellingthorpe, 
Lincoln LN6 5TR. Phone: 01522 689497. E-mail: 
info@I|ws.freeserve.co.uk. Website: 
www.lws.freeserve.co.uk 


LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM 


The London Transport Museum in Covent Garden 
tells the story of London and its transport history since 
the early-1800s and explores the impact of public 
transport on the growth of the capital and the lives of 
Londoners through displays of buses, trams, 
trolleybuses and trains, along with text panels, inter- 
active displays and actors. Bus displays include 
1880s horsebuses, a selection of vehicles showing 
the evolution of the London bus and scale models. 
There is a hands-on KidZones section, with 15 
interactive exhibits, and a clamber-on fun bus for 
under-fives. 

Open: daily 10.00-18.00 (11.00-18.00 Fridays). Last 
admission 17.15. Not open 24-26 December 1999. 
Public transport: Buses 1, 4, 6, 9, 11, 13, 15, 23, 26, 
68, 76, 77A, 91, 168, 171, 171A, 176, 188, 501, 505, 
521to Strand or Aldwych; Underground to Covent 
Garden, Leicester Square or Holborn. 

Admission: Adults £5.50, Children (5-15 inc)/ 
Concessions £2.95. Under 5s free. Family ticket (2 
adults, 2 children) £13.95. Family Season Ticket 
£24.95. 

Details: 020 7565 7299 (24hr information), 

020 7379 6344 (administration, education service, 
mail order enquiries etc). Website: 
www.|tmuseum.co.uk 


IE DEPOT, ACTON 
Opened during 1999, The Depot is London Transport 
Museum's annex at Acton. It is a secure, 
environmentally controlled store of 370,000 items of 
London's transport history situated in Bollo Lane, 
alongside the Piccadilly Line station at Acton Town. It 
is open to the public on a limited basis through 
regular guided tours and open days. 
Guided tours take place monthly and include a 
detailed explanation of the collections and access to 
parts of the Depot not normally open to the public. 
These have to be pre-booked on 020 7379 6344 and 
cost £9.50 (£7.50 for concession and Museum 
Friends). 
Open days: Sundays 6 February, 19 March, 
14 May, 16 July and 3 September. Tickets for Depot 
open days can be bought in advance or on the door, 
price £6.95 (£4.50 children, concession and Museum 
Friends). 
Details: Phone: 020 7379 6344, website, 
www.ltmuseum.co.uk. 


EAST ANGLIA TRANSPORT MUSEUM 


The East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Road, 
Carlton Colville, Lowestoft, has a wide range of 
preserved vehicles on display, including cars, battery 
vehicles, trams and trolleybuses as well as buses. 
Trams offer a ride on the museum’s woodland 
tramline; trolleybuses run through a 1930s recreated 
street scene and there is also a narrow-gauge 
railway. Vehicles range from a 1904 open-top 
Lowestoft tramcar to a 1972 ex-Ribble Bristol VAT. 
There are more than 10 trolleybuses, including four 
London examples. Visitor facilities include a bookshop 
and café. 

Open: Easter Friday/Saturday/Sunday/Monday then 
Sundays and Bank Holidays from May to 1 October; 
Saturdays 3 June to 30 September and daily 23 July- 
1 September. Opening hours are 11.00-16.30 on 
Sundays and Bank Holidays, 14.00-16.00 on 
weekdays and Saturdays. 

Special events: Carlton Colville Bus & Vehicles of 
the Century Event 9 July; Trolleyous Weekend 2000 
9/10 September (see Rally Calendar for more 
details). 

Admission: Adults £4.50, child/OAP £3, except 

9 July and 9, 10 September, £5.50/£4. Price includes 
tram, train and trolleybus rides within the museum. 
Details: East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel 
Road, Carlton Colville, Lowestoft NR33 8BL. Phone: 
01502 518459. 


MANCHESTER MUSEUM OF TRANSPORT 


Located in Boyle Street (off Queens Road), 
Cheetham, Manchester, this museum contains an 
excellent collection of 80 buses and other vehicles, 
most of them restored and mostly with connections 
with the Manchester area. The museum is preparing 
a significant national lottery bid to secure its long term 
future and is discussing options for the future with 
Greater Manchester PTE, the owner of its premises. 
Open: Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday and Bank 
Holidays throughout the year, 10.00-17.00, though 
check Christmas opening times. 

Special events: 25/26 March: Spring Transport 
Festival, incorporating one of the biggest transport 
collectors’ fairs in the north; 7 May: A Century of 
Coaching celebration; 10/11 June: accessible 
transport weekend; 3 September: Trans Lancs rally; 
2/3 December: Christmas Cracker. 

Public transport: Metrolink to Woodlands Road, then 
short walk; buses 57, 59, 60, 115, 134, 135, 136, 148, 
149, 160, 165, 167 from central Manchester to 
Queens Road. 

Admission: £2.50 adult, £1.50 children/OAPs. Family 
ticket £7. 

Details: Phone: 0161 205 2122. Website: 
www.gmts.co.uk 


An Alexander (Northern) Daimler 
CVD6 at Aston Manor Road 
Transport Museum last year. 
MIKE GREENWOOD 
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INEWPORT, ISLE OF WIGHT 
ISLE OF WIGHT BUS & COACH MUSEUM 


The Isle of Wight Bus & Coach Museum is home to 
15 vehicles dating from 1919-68, many of which have 
operated on the island. More than half of them are in 
running order. The collection includes a rare 1919 
Daimler, the sole surviving known Bristol 
RESH/Duple coach in the world, a Paris Renault from 
the well-known collection of Robert Jowitt, a Top 
Deck Travel Bristol Lodekka in full ‘deckerhome’ 
condition and a late-19th century Ryde Pier tram. 
There is also a shop selling items of transport 
interest, and there is a café and toilets in the nearby 
boat museum. 

Open: Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

16 April-1 October, and daily 23 July-3 September, 
10.30-16.00 on all days it is open. 

Running day: 15 October, 10.30-16.00. Extensive 
timetable over former Southern vectis routes, also 
extended tours and frequent shuttle service to/from 
Newport bus station (see Rally Guide). 

Admission: £2 adult, £1.50 OAP, £1 children. 

How to get there: Follow signs in Newport for the 
Newport Harbour. This leads to the quay; bus 
museum is at far end of the quay. 

Details: 01983 533352, on opening days. Otherwise, 
Administration manager, loW Bus Museum, Seaclose 
Quay, Newport Harbour, Newport, Isle of Wight, 
PO30 2EF. 


NOTTINGHAM HERITAGE 

CENTRE, RUDDINGTON 
The Nottingham Transport Heritage Centre comprises 
an area of eleven and a half acres, along with 
buildings, set within Rushcliffe Country Park, 
Ruddington, five miles from Nottingham, created from 
the one-time Ministry of Defence ordnance and 
disposal depot. The depot was once rail connected to 
the Great Central main line and volunteers have re- 
laid the track to the main line. 
The Heritage Centre includes a fine collection of 
around 30 vintage public road transport vehicles, 
some of which are used for giving rides. Amongst the 
exhibits is the Barton Collection, including the replica 
Durham Churchill charabanc and the famous 
Lowbridge Dennis Loline II, as well as South Notts 
and four Nottingham City Transport vehicles. 
Open: Sundays and Bank Holidays 10.45-17.00, 2 
April-15 October with last admission 30min before 
closing time. 
Special event: 23 April: The Barton Connection 
Transport Event. 6 August: lan Allan event. 
10 September: AEC Society East Midlands Section 
Event. 23 September: Bus running day. 
Details: Nottingham Heritage Centre, Mere Way, 
Ruddington, NG11 6NX. Phone: 0115 940 5705. 


OXFORD 


OXFORD BUS MUSEUM 

The Oxford Bus Museum, Old Station Yard, Long 
Hanborough is a collection of more than 50 buses 
dating from 1915-80, mainly of City of Oxford Motor 
Services or Oxfordshire private companies origin and 
AEC manufacture. Facilities include toilets, shop, 
café, disabled access to main exhibition. 

Open: Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays (not 
Christmas Day), 10.30-16.30hrs. Please note there 
are no special events this year. 

Public transport: Saturday and Sunday trains from 
Paddington, Oxford and Worcester stop at 
Hanborough; Phone 0345 484950 for details. 
Admission: £3 adults, £1.50 children/over 60s, £7 
family ticket (2+2). Free on-site parking. 

Details: 01993 883617 on Sundays, 01865 400002 
when Museum closed. 


PORTSMOUTH 


CITY OF PORTSMOUTH PRESERVED 
RANSPORT DEPOT 
The museum, administered by the Working Omnibus 
Museum Project Ltd, is situated at 48-54 Broad Street 
in the historic Spice Island area of Old Portsmouth. 
The collection comprises 15 buses, one trolleybus, 
two trams, a tower wagon, a horsedrawn coach and 
a service van, in various stages of restoration, all of 
which spent their working lives in the south of 
England, many in Portsmouth itself. Vehicles range in 
age from 1876 to 1975. 
However, as reported in ‘Preserved Update’, its future 
is in jeopardy as its lease expires in July. Buses and 
Preserved Bus will include whatever information 
becomes available nearer the time. 
Open: second and last Sunday of every month, but 
only until 9 July. Additional open days on Bank 
Holiday Mondays 1, 29 May. 
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Details: The Secretary, CPPTD, 94 Kings Road, 
Cowplain PO8 8UT. Phone: 023 9236 3478, Fax: 023 
9225 6602. On open days Phone: 023 9281 8223. 


SANDTOFT TRANSPORT CENTRE 

Sandtoft Transport Centre was Britain's first trolleybus 
museum and celebrates its 30th anniversary this 
year. It is based at a former aerodrome on the Isle of 
Axholme, between Doncaster and Scunthorpe, and 
new attractions include the Axholme Stores with its 
1950s/60s shop window displays and trolleybus and 
motorbus driving simulators from the former 
Transperience Museum. It has a collection of more 
than 60 vehicles, including some from the Continent, 
and last year’s successful European Weekend is to 
be repeated this year (see below). Sandtoft has its 
own overhead wiring circuit to allow the operation of 
preserved trolleybuses, and also has a 7'/4in gauge 
miniature railway. 

Open: 23/24 April; 30 April, 1 May; 28/29 May. 

25 June; 9, 29/30 July; 1, 13, 27/28 August; 

24 September; 22 October; 10, 17 December, 12.00- 
17.00 when trolleybuses operate, and Railway Days, 
with motorbus tours, 12.00-16.00 on 9 and 

16 August. On 24 April, 1, 29 May, 25 June, 29/30 
July, 28 August and 22 October a free bus service 
leaves Doncaster south bus station (stand B2) at 
13.30, Doncaster railway station at 13.35 returning at 
16.30 (journey time approximately 30min), with an 
enhanced service on Gathering Sunday, 30 July 
(details on the information line) and opening hours 
are 10.00-18.00. 

Special events: North Lincolnshire Heritage Day, 
25 June; Sandtoft Gathering on 30 July (preview the 
day before); European Weekend 27/28 August; 
Yorkshire Day 22 October; Santa Specials 10 and 
17 December. 

Admission: £3.50 adult, £1.50 child, £2.00 OAP, £9 
family (two adults, four children); Gathering: £4.50 
adult, £2.50 child, £2.50 OAP. Railway events: £2 all 
classes. Santa Special admission prices to be 
announced. 

Details: Sandtoft Transport Centre Ltd, Belton Road, 
Sandtoft, nr Doncaster DN8 5SX. Phone: 

01724 711391 24 hour info-line. Website: 
www.sandtoft.org. uk 


The St Helens Transport Museum is still suffering 
problems with its roof, and remains closed to the 
public. Updates will be provided on its website, 
http//www.sthtm.freeserve.co.uk 


This famed tramway outpost has wide-ranging appeal 
with its combination of narrow-gauge, traditional-style 
trams and East Devon scenery. 

Open: Daily from 8 April to 29 October, plus 
Saturdays and Sundays from 4 November to 

24 December. Most of the year trams run every 
20min, 09-40-17.50, but continue until 20.40 from 

29 July to 2 September. Please note there is no 
service in March this year. 

Special events: Sixth Annual Bus & Vintage Vehicle 
Rally, Saturday 10 June. 2 September: trams run 
until midnight. 9 September: Evening special to 
Colyton Carnival Procession. Trams from Seaton at 
19.00, returning 21.15. 17, 24 December: Santa 
Specials 

Details: Mark Horner, Seaton Tramway, Harbour 
Road, Seaton EX12 2NQ. Phone: 01297 20375, Fax: 
01297 625626, Website: www.tram.co.uk; E.mail: 
info@tram.co.uk 


SHEFFIELD BUS MUSEUM 

The Sheffield Bus Museum is home to more than 20 
vehicles, mainly of local origin, covering the period 
1926-76. They are on display in part of the former 
Tinsley Tram Sheds, Sheffield’s original horsetram 
depot, on the A6178 east of Sheffield, '/omile from 
jet 34, M1. 

Open: every weekend afternoon (except Christmas). 
Opens at 12.00, last admissions 16.00. 

Special events: ‘Themed’ open days (with vintage 
bus rides) on Sundays 23 April, 11 June, 13 August, 
8 October and 10 December. Rally on 

10 September. 

Admission: £1 adult, 50p concessions, £2 family 
ticket (two adults plus two children). 

Public transport: There are good bus links from 
Sheffield and Rotherham, and the Stagecoach 
Supertram Carbrook stop is approximately 200m from 
the Museum entrance. 


Details: Phone: 0114 255 3010, Monday-Saturday 
12.00-16.00. 
Website: http://www.SheffieldBusMuseum.com 


TSE 
(AMESIDE TRANSPORT COLLECTION 


This small working museum houses a varied 
collection of vehicles dating from 1929 to the mid- 
1960s. Manufacturers such as AEC, Bedford, 
Crossley, Daimler and Leyland are represented by 
buses from local municipal fleets and further afield. 
The museum also has a small display of artefacts 
together with a shop selling transport-related items. 
It is on Roaches Industrial Estate, Manchester Road, 
Mossley, Lancs (A635 towards Huddersfield from 
Ashton-under-Lyne through Mossley, access adjacent 
to Shadows Lane, approximately 100metres for the 
junction with the B6715). 

Open: Last weekend of each month except 
December, 10.00-16.00 and other times by 
arrangement. 

Admission: free, but donations welcomed. 

Public transport: Service 355 from Ashton-under- 
Lyne or Oldham. Greenfield station is approx 2km 
away. 

Details: 17 Windsor Road, Denton M34 2HA. 


RALLY 
CALENDAR 


FEBRUARY 

26 Enfield Spring Transport Enthusiasts’ 
Bazaar. Admission £1. 11,00-16.00, St 
Paul's Centre, corner Church Street/Old 
Park Avenue, Enfield Town (near Enfield 
Chase WAGN station and all bus routes 
serving Enfield Town). Free vintage bus 
rides by preserved London Transport RF. 
Details: North London Transport Society, 
8 The Rowans, Palmers Green, London 
N13 5AD. Website: 
http://www.dulwich@.demon.co.uk. 


19 Dewsbury. West Riding Transport Fair, Bus 
Museum, Ravensthorpe. Free bus from 
Dewsbury bus station. 

Details: 13 Lea Street, Lindley, Huddersfield 
HD3 3LS. Phone: 01484 655452 (after 


19.00). Cae 
25/26 Manchester. GMTS Spring Transport 


Festival. Museum of Transport, Manchester. 
Details: See Museum Guide. 


9 Cobham Bus Museum Cobham 2000 
Annual Open Day. Gathering at the Old 
Runway at Brooklands. Frequent bus 
service connects Brooklands Runway with 
the museum, Cobham Village, Weybridge 
station and Weybridge; inclusive admission 
£6. Sponsored by Buses, Preserved Bus 
and Classic Bus. 
Details: LBPT, Cobham Bus Museum, 
Redhill Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 1EF. 
Phone: 01932 868665 (Sat/Sun). 

15/16 Brighton. UK Coach Rally, Madeira Drive. 
Details: Coach Displays Ltd, 49 Maple 
Road, Yeading, Hayes, Middlesex UB4 9LR. 
Phone: 020 8581 0049. 


16 East Grinstead. Bluebell Railway Vintage 
Bus Day with rally at King Street car park, 
East Grinstead and RT, RF, XF, RLH and 
GS types running over the former LT routes 
of the East Grinstead area, vintage vehicles 
on 473 (East Grinstead-Kingscote station) 
and Southdown buses linking Bluebell 
Railway at Sheffield Park with Haywards 
Heath railway station. 

Details: Alan Charman,19 Hampton Way, 
East Grinstead RH19 4SG. E-mail: 
ACHARMA1@IRF.COM. Programmes: £3 
(A5 SAE please) or £3.50 on the day. 
Poole. Wessex Transport Society. Annual 
Poole Transport Gathering incorporating the 
Hants & Dorset Running Day, based on 
Poole bus station and Queen Elizabeth 
School, Wimborne. 
Details: Mike Caldicott, 9 Lacehurst Court, 
43 Cavendish Road, Bournemouth 
BH1 1RA. Phone: 01202 293245. 

19 Cuffley, Herts Evening Transport 
Enthusiasts’ Fair and vehicle display. 

19.00-21.00, Community Centre, Station 

’ Road, Cuffley, Herts. Nocturnal bus rides 
and static display. 
Details: Herts & District Omnibus Society, 
5 Katescroft, Welwyn Garden City AL7 4DR. 
Phone: 01707 321422. 

22/23 + Kirkby Stephen East station yard, Market 
Square, Brough Sowerby and Brough 
centre, Cumbria Commercial Vehicle and 
Bus Rally, with vehicle movements and free 
classic bus service between each site. 
Organised by the Eden Classic Vehicle 
Group. 

Details: Will Hamer, Bowber Head, 
Ravenstonedale, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria 
CA17 4NL. Phone/fax: 01539 623254. 
E.mail: coaches@bowber.freeserve.co.uk. 

23 Lincoln Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle 
Society Open Day. 10.00-17.00. Park & 
Ride service for visitors. Admission free, but 
donations welcome. 

Details: LVVS, Road Transport Museum, 
Whisby Road, North Hykeham Lincoln 
LN6 3QT. Phone: 01522 500566. 

E-mail: infro@lws.freeserve.co.uk; 
website: www.I|ws.freeserve.co.uk. 
Barking. Bus rally and transport 
enthusiasts’ bazaar at Barking Town Hall car 
park (off St Paul’s Road); five minutes from 
Barking station and all local bus routes. 

St George's Day RT/RF Road Run over 
former 62 route to/from Barkingside with 
photographic opportunities en route. 
Admission free. 

Details: North London Transport Society, 

8 The Rowans, Palmers Green, London 
N13 5AD. 

Website: http://www.dulwich2.demon.co.uk. 
Sheffield Bus Museum special open day. 
12.00-16.00. 

Details: 0114 255 3010, Monday-Saturday 
12.00-16.00. 

Nottingham. The Barton Connection 
Transport Event, Nottingham Heritage 
Centre, Ruddington. 

Details: Nottingham Heritage Centre, Mere 
Way, Ruddington NG11 6NX. 

Phone: 0115 940 5705. 

23/24 = Birmingham & Midland Museum of 
Transport at Wythall. Easter 
Eggstravaganza. operating day. 

Details: See Museum Guide. 

Weston under Lizard, Shropshire. 
Midlands Festival of Transport, 

Weston Park. 

Details: 0121 502 3713 

Sandtoft Transport Centre open days. 

Admission: £3.50 adults, children and OAPs 

£2.00, family ticket £10. Monday only: free 

bus from Doncaster South bus station, stand 

B2, 13.30, and railway station 13.35. 

Details: 01724 711391. 


Website: www.sandioft.org.uk 


Left: 

A Derby Daimler CVG6 at Aston Manor Road Transport 
Museum last year. 
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1 May Llandudno Transport Festival at 
Showgrounds, Bodafon Fields. Shuttle bus 
service to Llandudno Victorian 
Extravaganza. Crosville Enthusiasts’ Club 
Crosville Gathering on the Sunday. Camping 
available. 

Details: Festival Offices, 48 Church Road, 
Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay LL28 4YS. 
Phone: 01492 545053 (up to 22.00). 
Rushden Historical Transport Society's 21st 
Annual Transport Cavalcade. Lancaster 
Farm, east of High Ferrers (B645). 
Overnight parking/camping and real ale bar. 
Fred Dibnah will be present. 

Details: Phone: 01933 350287. 

Keighley Bus Museum Double Open Day, 
Denholme Depot and Old Dalton Lane, 
11.00-17.00hrs. Small admission fee. 
Details: Keighley Bus Museum Trust, 

47 Brantfell Drive, Burnley BB12 8AW. 
Phone: 01282 413179. 

Sandtoft Transport Centre open day. 
Admission: £3.50 adults, children and OAPs 
£2.00, family ticket £10. (No free bus 
service) 

Details: 01724 711391. 

Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 

Aldershot. Warm-up event for tomorrow's 
Aldershot & District running day. Frequent 
free bus service between Aldershot & 
Farnborough, 14.00-18.00. 

Details: See 1 May. 


Aldershot. Aldershot & District Bus Interest 
Group running day. Eight Aldershot & 
District routes, one joint with Thames Valley, 
and three scenic tours using visiting 
preserved vehicles. 10.00-18.00. Souvenir 
programme £2.50, plus 50p p&p (please 
enclose Qin x 6in addressed envelope) from 
A&DBIG, 111 Park Barn Drive, 

Guildford GU2 6ER. 

Dewsbury. Historic Vehicle Gathering, 
Crows Nest Park. Also Dewsbury Bus 
Museum open day 

Details: 13 Lea Street, Lindley, Huddersfield 
HD3 3LS. Phone: 01484 655452. 

Sandtoft Transport Centre open day. 
Admission: £3.50 adults, children and OAPs 
£2.00, family ticket £10. Free bus from 
Doncaster South bus station, stand B2, 
13.30, and railway station 13.35. 

Details: 01724 711391. 

Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 

Halifax. Heart of the Pennines Rally, Piece 
Hall, Halifax. Free vintage bus tours of 
Halifax, linking terminii previously served on 
this event. Sponsored by Classic Bus. 
Details: Mersey & Calder Bus Preservation 
Group, 79 The Arches, Claremount Road, 
Halifax HX3 6LD. 

Ipswich/Felixstowe. Ipswich Transport 
Museum 30th Ipswich-Felixstowe Historic 
Vehicle Run for vehicles over 30 years old. 
Christchurch Park, Ipswich 10.00-12.00, 
Felixstowe Promenade 12.45-16.30. 
Details: C. Norfolk, 614 Foxhall Road, 
Ipswich IP3 8NA. Phone: 01473 715715. 
Manchester. A Century of Coaching event 
at Manchester Museum of Transport. Free 
bus rides etc. 

Details: A Century of Coaching, Museum of 
Transport, Boyle Street, Manchester 

M8 8UL. 

High Wycombe Wycombe Bus Charity 
Running Day to mark 30 years of the former 
Thames Valley bus station. 10.00-17.00, 
Newlands Bus Station. RMLs and Wycombe 
Bus vehicles will operate Thames Valley 
routes 21, 27, 34/A, 38 and 81. 

Details: Richard Bond, 11 Telford Way, High 
Wycombe HP13 5EB. 

London-Brighton. Historic Commercial 
Vehicle Run. Leaves Battersea Park from 
07.00, for Madeira Drive, Brighton, arriving 
10.30-13.00hrs. 

Details: HCVS, Iden Grange, Cranbrook 
Road, Staplehurst TN12 OET. 

Newton Abbot, Devon. Festival of 
Transport 2000. A major road/rail/air/sea 
festival of events, including a display of 
historic buses and coaches. Also a heritage 
bus service provided with preserved former 
Devon General Buses. 


13/14 Details: The Devon General Society, 13 


Dokkum Road, Crediton, Devon, EX17 3DJ 
(SAE please). 


Crowthorne, Berkshire. Auto-Motion 2000, 
staged by the Classic Bus Heritage Trust at 
the Transport Research Laboratory, 
Crowthorne near Bracknell. £3.50 adult, 
£1.50 children. 

Details: Automotion 2000, 66 Woodside 
Road, High Wycombe HP13 7JB 

West Bromwich. 23rd Sandwell Historic 
Vehicle Parade and Show. Sandwell Valley 
Country Park, West Bromwich. 

Details: Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 
Council, Department of Education & 
Community Services, PO Box 41, 
Shaftesbury House, 402 High Street, West 
Bromwich B70 9LT. Phone: 0121 569 8276. 
Basingstoke Festival of Transport & 
Autojumble organised by the Thornycroft 
Society at War Memorial Park, Basingstoke. 
Details: Tom Mansbridge. 

Phone: 01256 322376. 

Cuffley, Herts. Bus Rally/Bazaar. 
11.30-16.00 at Cuffley Community Centre, 
Station Road, B156, Cuffley. 

Details: Herts & District Omnibus Society. 
Phone: 01707 321422. 

Bristol Vehicle rally, display and bus rides 
on/from harbourside. Free connecting 
service to/from bus and rail stations. 
Details: Kelvin Amos, 30 Blandford Close, 
Nailsea, Bristol BS48 2QQ. Phone: 

01275 856955. 

Ipswich. Ipswich Transport Museum/Ipswich 
Buses 50th anniversary of Ipswich 
motorbuses event. lpswich’s first motorbus, 
AEC Regent III No.1 will operate over the 
original 9B route 50 years to the day from 
the start of the first municipal service in the 
town not served by tram or trolleybus. Also 
there will be a special event and vehicle 
gathering at the Ipswich Transport Museum, 
Cobham Road. 

Details: See Museum Guide. 

Plymouth. Fifteenth official Plymouth Bus & 
Vehicle Rally at Plymouth Hoe Promenade 
incorporating road run of Plymouth. 
10.00-18.00, admission free. 

Details: R. C. Gale. Avonwick Station, 


Diptford, Totnes, Devon TQ9 7LU. 


Carlisle. Annual Rally and open day at 
Stagecoach Cumberland’s Willowholme 
Depot, Carlisle. 

Details: H.S. Postlethwaite, 8 Norkeed Road, 
Little Bispham, Blackpool FY5 1QE. Look out 


for advertisement in May Buses. 
27/28 Nottingham. AEC Society Rally, Wollaton 


Park, Nottingham Saturday road run from 
Nottingham Heritage Centre, Ruddington, 
with Sunday gathering at Wollaton Park. 
Details: Rally Organiser, 220 Leicester 
Road, Loughborough LE11 2AH. 


Phone: 01509 212672 (18.00-22.00 only). 
28/29 Sandtoft Transport Centre open days. 


12.00-17.00. Trolleybus rides, bus tours, 
miniature railway. Admission: £3.50 adults, 
children and OAPs £2.00, family ticket £10. 
Monday only: free bus from Doncaster 
South bus station, stand B2, 13.30, and 
railway station 13.35. 

Details: 01724 711391. 


Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


Birmingham. Aston Manor Transport 
Museum and Birmingham & Midland 
Museum of Transport, Wythall. Two 
Museums Day. Sites linked by half-hourly 
classic bus service. 

Details: Aston Manor: 0121 322 2298, 
BaMMOT: 01564 826471. 

Quainton, Bucks. Buckinghamshire 
Railway Centre Veteran Transport 
Extravaganza (Buses and Bikes Festival), 
Quainton Road Station, near Aylesbury. 
10.30-17.30. Up to 25 buses dating from 
between the wars to the 1980s will be on 
parade with special rides to local places on 
offer. Railway Centre admission: Adults: £5, 
Senior Citizens and children 5-15: £4. 
Family Saver. (Up to 2 Adults and 4 
Children): £15. 

Details: Admin Office, Buckinghamshire 
Railway Centre, Quainton Road Station, 
Quainton, nr Aylesbury HP22 4BY. 
Phone/fax: 01296 655720. 


Gateshead GANBEA/NEBPS Metro 
Centre Rally. Metro Centre shopping 
complex. 

Details: Andrew Dolan, 2 Front Street, 
Sunnybrow, Crook, Co Durham DL15 ONF. 
Phone: 01388 747181 

Cobham Rear-Engined Day. Network of 
services operated by a wide selection of 
rear-engined vehicles 

Details: LBPT, Cobham Bus Museum, 
Redhill Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 1EF. 
Phone: 01932 868665 (Sat/Sun). 
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3 Hodthorpe, near Worksop, Notts. 
Johnson Bros Bristol VR Running Day with 
Series 1, 2 and 3 types in operation. 
Departures 10.00-17.00 
Details: (SAE please) Richard Newman, 
9 St John’s Wood Road, Ryde, Isle of 
Wight PO33 1HP. 

3/4 Gloucester Docks Bristol Omnibus 
Company bus rally. 

Details: Alan Drewett, Tourist Information 
Centre, 28 Southgate Street, Gloucester 
GL1 2DP (mark envelope ‘Bus Rally’). 
Phone/fax: 01452 504273. 

3-18 Dudley Trolleybus 2000 event at Black 
Country Living Museum, Tipton Road, 
Dudley, West Midlands, presented jointly 
with the Black Country Museum Transport 
Group. Trolleybuses running daily. 
Details: 01889 586768. 

4 Southend. 26th Annual Southend Bus & 
Transport Show, Southchurch Park East, 
Lifstan Way, Southend. 

Details: Show secretary, 16 Mount Avenue, 
Westcliffe on Sea SSO 8PT. 

Cardiff. Stagecoach 2000 Bus & Coach 
Wales 2000, organised by Cardiff 
Transport Preservation Group at Civic 
Centre, Cathays Park. Incorporates 
Sunday morning road run around Cardiff 
and Buses of the New Millennium feature. 
This is likely to be a one-off move from the 
customary venue at Barry Island. 

Details: Glyn Bowen, 12 Carlton Terrace, 
Troedyrhiw, Merthyr Tydfil CF48 4EP. 
Phone: 01443 693087, fax 693696). 
E-mail: glyn@annebow.globainet.co.uk, 
website:www.user.globalnet.co.uk/%7 
annebow/home%page.htm. 

Eastbourne. Eastbourne Buses 
Millennium Event to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of AEC Regal No11. Event 
featuring AEC Regals, up to and including 
Regal IVs. 15.00-17.00, with rides and 
guided tours of Eastbourne Buses’ 
workshops. Proceeds to RNLI. 

Details: Regal Event, Eastbourne Buses 
Ltd, Birch Road, Eastbourne BN23 6PD. 
Phone: 01323 416416. 

E.mail: Ebus@pavilion.co.uk. 

10 aton. Seaton & District Electric 
Tramway 6th Annual Bus & Vintage 
Vehicle Rally, Harbour Road car park 
Seaton. 

Details: Mark Horner, Seaton Tramway, 
Harbour Road, Seaton EX12 2NQ. Phone: 
01297 20375, Fax: 01297 625626, 

E.mail info@trams.co.uk. 

10/11 Manchester. Accessible transport 
weekend at the Museum of Transport. 
Usual facilities for people with disabilities, 
plus display of modern accessible buses. 
Details: See Museum Guide. 

1 Southsea. Vintage Transport Association 
Southsea Spectacular on Southsea 
Common. Feature class will be 
Bournemouth vehicles. Free bus service 
provided by City of Portsmouth Preserved 
Transport Depot. 

Details: Rally Secretary, PO Box 42, 
Portsmouth PO2 9TB. 

Edinburgh Classic Bus Running Day. 
Details: Edinburgh Transport Group, 

448 Deanburn, Penicuik, Midlothian. 
Hull/Bridlington. 32nd East Coast Run. 
Vehicles congregate at East Park, 
Holderness Road, Hull from 09.30-11.00. 
Route is via A165. Arrive Kime Kiln Lane, 
North Foreshore, Bridlington from 12.00, 
dispersal from 17.00. Free public 
admission. 


vi 


1 Details: Humberside Transport Centre, 

cont 9 Sunbeam Road, Pickering Road, Hull 
HU4 6DZ. Phone: 01482 507693. 
Ingrow, West Yorks. Historic bus 
company display at Ingrow 
Railway Centre. 

Details: Keighley Bus Museum Trust, 

47 Brantfell Drive, Burnley BB12 8AW. 
Phone: 01282 413179. 

Sheffield Bus Museum special open day. 
12.00-16.00. 

Details: 0114 255 3010, Monday-Saturday 
12.00-16.00. 

Luton Festival of Transport. Stockwood 
Park, Luton. Please note that the BBPG 
rally which has been held as part of this 
event in recent years is now at Woburn 
Abbey on 20 August (qv). The Luton event 
is expected to attract a smaller number of 
buses than previously. 

Details: 18 Greenriggs, Hedley Park, 
Stopsley, Luton Phone: 01582 413200. 

T7M8 Swansea. First Swansea-Carmarthen- 
Swansea Road Run on the Saturday. Fifth 
Swansea Festival of Transport 11.00-17.00 
on the Sunday at Singleton Hospital west 
car park, Sketty Lane, off Mumbles Road, 
Swansea. 

Details: 5 Clos Cynan, Killay, Swansea 
SA2 7DL. Phone: 01792 280761 (strictly 
only 18.00-20.00 any evening except 
Friday). E.mail: Aecregent@aol.com. 

18 Birmingham & Midland Museum of 
Transport, Wythall. Toy collectors’ fair, 
organised by Transtar Promotions. 
Details: Phone: 01564 826471. 

Dumfries 4th Pageant of Transport and 
Road Run. This riverside event attracted 
over 70 PSVs and commercial vehicles 
last year. 

Details: Jim Doig, Mainshead, Terregles, 
Dumfries DG2 9JT. 

Keighley Historic Vehicle rally. King 
George V Playing Fields, Marley. Small 
admission charge. 

Details: 47 Brantfell Drive, Burnley 
BB12 8AW. Phone: 01282 413179. 

24/25 Oswestry Clwyd Vintage & Veteran 
Machinery Society annual show at 
Oswestry Showground. Previously held at 
Wrexham. 

Details: Chris Goodwin, 5A Bryn y Ffynnon 
Road, Brymbo, Wrexham LL11 5DB. 
Phone: 09757 829583. 

Banbury Banbury Steam Rally, Bloxham 
Farm, near Banbury. Last year’s event 
attended by over 450 trucks. Wants to 
encourage buses and coaches this year. 
Details: D. J. Worboys, 31 Melton Road, 
Wellingborough, Northants NN8 1PU. 
Phone: 01933 228006 or 07880 563366. 

3 North Weald Rally, North Weald Airfield, 
near Epping (Jct 7, M11). Special bus 
service from London Victoria and Epping 
(Central Line) station — 20-minute service 
to Epping will be operated with mix of 
vintage and modern vehicles — and local 
tours of the countryside in ex-London 
Country RF. Admission: £5 adults, £3 
concessions. 

Details: North London Transport Society, 

8 The Rowans, Palmers Green, London 
N13 5AD. 

(Website: http:/www.dulwich2. 
demon.co.uk). 

Sandtoft Transport Museum. North 
Lincolnshire Heritage Day. 12.00-17.00hrs. 
Trolleybus rides, bus tours, miniature 
railway. Admission: £3.50 adults, children 
and OAPs £2.00, family ticket £10. Free bus 
from Doncaster South bus station, stand B2, 
13.30, and railway station 13.35. 

Details: 01724 711391. 

Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


2 Cobham Bus Museum. Museum Display 
Day with photographic runs by Trust and 
visiting vehicles. 

Details: LBPT, Cobham Bus Museum, 
Redhill Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 1EF. 
Phone: 01932 868665 (Sat/Sun). 
Littlehampton. Bus gathering and Running 
Day. Static display at St Martin’s car park, 
plus free bus services over eight former 
Southdown routes. 10.30-17.30. 


2 Details, LBG, 38 West Way, Littlehampton 

cont BN17 7NA. Phone: 01903 726182. 
Birmingham & Midland Museum of 
Transport, Wythall. Steam Day by the 
Elmdon Model Engineering Society. 
Details: 01564 826471. 

Shaw nr Oldham. 12th Annual Shaw & 
Crompton Vehicle Rally. 

Details: Shaw & Crompton Parish Council, 
23 High Street, Shaw, Oldham OL2 8RF. 
Phone: 01706 847590. 

Stroud bus running day covering former 
Bristol Omnibus routes. 

Details: Stroud RE Group, 29 Fishers Way, 
Kingscourt, Stroud, Glos. 

s/o Ardingly, Sussex. Horsham Historics/Morris 
Register Vintage Vehicle Show at the South 
of England Showground, Ardingly (on 
B2028). 10.00-17.30 with free vintage bus 
service from Haywards Heath, Perrymount 
Road (adjacent to Haywards Heath station) 


every 30 min from 09.30. 
Details: 01273 306817, daytime only. 
9 Lowestoft. Bus and Vehicles of the Century 


event at the East Anglia Transport Museum, 
Carlton Colville. Bus rally with extra tram 
and trolleybus activity, offsite bus tours and 
cavalcade of 20th century vehicles through 
Lowestoft. 10.30-17.30. Free bus service 
from Lowestoft. Admission: £5.50 adult, £4 
children/oaps. 
Details: Event organiser, East Anglia 
Transport Museum, Chapel Road, Carlton 
Colville, Lowestoft NR33 8BL. 
Phone: 01502 518459. 
Birmingham. Aston Manor Transport 
Museum Annual Open Day and vehicle 
gathering. 
Details: see Museum Guide. 
Ingrow, West Yorkshire. Historic Bus 
Company Display, Ingrow Railway Centre, 
Halifax Road, Keighley. 12.00-16.00. 
Details: David Jones, Secretary, 47 Branttell 
Drive, Burnley BB12 8AW. 
Phone/fax: 01282 413179. 
Cuffley, Herts. Bus Rally/Bazaar. 
11.30-16.00 at Cuffley Community Centre, 
Station Road, B156, Cuffley. 
Details: Herts & District Omnibus Society. 
Phone: 01707 321422. 
Sandtoft Transport Centre open day. 12.00- 
17.00. Admission: £3.50 adults, children and 
OAPs £2.00, family ticket £10. No free bus 
service. 
Details: 01724 711391. 
Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 
16 Southampton. 18th Royal Victoria Bus 
Rally, Royal Victoria Country Park, Netley. 
Details: Russell Cade, 126a Merryoak Road, 
Southampton SO19 7QN. 
Phone: 023 8057 1993. 
Alton. Mid-Hants Running Day & Bus Rally. 
Vehicle display at Anstey Park, Alton. Free 
bus service from rally site to Alton and 
Medstead stations to complement train 
service and to local destinations. Free buses 
from these and Alresford station to local 
destinations including Winchester. Free 
early/late journeys connect Alton MHR 
station and Guildford bus station, and 
Alresford MHR and Winchester rail station. 
Free regular service between Basingstoke 
station and Alton MHR station. 
Details: 8 Lansdowne Road, 
Alton GU34 2HB. Phone: 01420 87482. 
Kidderminster. Worcester Bus Preservation 
Society and Severn Valley Railway Midland 
Red Running Day, based on SVR 
Kidderminster station. Predominantly 
Midland Red vehicles on numerous routes in 
the Kidderminster/Stourport/Bewdley area. 
Timetables from mid-June from 21 Windrush 
Close, Worcester. 
Fleetwood Transport Festival from 
11.30. 
Details: Roy Abbot, Phone: 01253 393638. 
29 Sandtoft Transport Museum. Sandtoft 
Gathering preview. 12.00-17.00. Admission: 
£3.50 adult, £2.00 child/OAP, £10 family 
(two adults, four children). Free bus from 
Doncaster South bus station, stand B2, 
13.30, and railway station 13.35. 
Details: 01724 711391. 
Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


BUSES 


29/30 Upton-upon-Seven Steam Rally. Worcester 
Bus Preservation Society free vintage bus 
service connecting (Saturday) with First 
Midland Red’s Worcester-Gloucester at 
Upton and (Sunday) with the Worcester- 
Malvern service, and some trains at Great 
Malvern. 

Details: 20 Longfield, Upton-upon-Severn 
WR8 ONR. 


29/30 Wroughion, Wilts. Second Leyland Society 


Gathering at Science Museum, Wroughton, 
near Swindon. On A4361, four miles south 
of Swindon (leave Mé4 by junction 14 or 15). 
Part of Wroughton Nostalgia Show. Trips by 
vintage buses. Admission £5 adult (includes 
museum entry); accompanied 

under-14s free. 

Details: Dave Berry, 5 Springhill Close, 
Westlea, Swindon SN5 7BG. 

30 Sandtoft Transport Museum. Sandtoft 
Gathering 2000. Includes Millennium 
celebrations. 10.00-18.00hrs. Admission: 
£4.50 adults, children/OAPs £2.50. Bus 
services from Doncaster. 

Details: 01724 711391. 

Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 

Worthing Seafront Fayre vintage bus 
gathering and running day. Free vintage bus 
rides on 10 former Southdown bus routes, 
including three open-top services and 
mystery tours. Gathering and sales stands 
along seafront between Grand Avenue and 
Heene Road. Transport Through the Ages 
display at Splash Point and Custom Car 
Show at Steyne Gardens, linked by visiting 
vintage vehicles. 

Details: 92 Lyndhurst Road, Worthing 
BN11 2DW. Phone: 01903 520286. 


5 Birmingham. Buses/Aston Manor Transport 
Museum ‘100 years of the British motorbus’ 
event. Display of representative vehicles at 
Aston Hall and special open day at the 
museum. 

Details: 0121 322 2298. 


6 Lingfield, Surrey Steam and Show 2000; 


claims to be host to the largest number of 
bus entries at any country fair and attracted 
100 buses last year. Also hosts Morris 
Commercial Club gathering. Pond Farm, 
Ray Lane (B2029), Lingfield (just off A22). 
Free bus service from Lingfield station. 
Details: Stuart Boxall, 15 Seabrook Drive, 
West Wickham, Kent BR4 9AJ. 


6 Nottingham Heritage Centre Annual Bus 


Gala (Nottingham Transport Experience). 
Nottingham Heritage Centre, Mere Way, 
Ruddington NG11 6NX. 

Details: 0115 940 5705. 

Birmingham & Midland Museum of 
Transport, Wythall. Century of Birmingham 
Transport, showcasing corporation's classic 
buses. 

Details: 01564 826471. 
Manchester-Harrogate. HCVS Trans- 
Pennine Rally. Details: 74 Roger Lane, 
Newsome, Huddersfield HD4 6DZ. 
Ingrow, West Yorkshire. Historic Bus 
Company Display, Ingrow Railway Centre, 
Halifax Road, Keighley. 12.00-16.00. 
Details: David Jones, Secretary, 47 Branttfell 
Drive, Burnley BB12 8AW. 

Phone/fax: 01282 413179. 

Huddersfield. Kirklees Historic Vehicle 
Parade. Display at Greenhead Park, 
Huddersfield. 

Details: EPTG (Rally), 23 George Street, 
Lindley, Huddersfield HD3 3LY. 

Phone: 01484 655452. 


12/f3 Maidstone. Detling Transport & Country 
Festival. Bus and coach section run by 
North Kent Vehicle Preservation Group. 
Attracted over 50 buses last year. 
Details: NKVPG, 17 Ash Keys, Vigo Village, 
Meopham DA13 OSL. 
Aberdeen. First Aberdeen Millennium Rally 
and open day at First Aberdeen’s depot, 
395 King Street, Aberdeen. Vintage bus trips 
to various parts of Aberdeen. Proceeds to 
charity, continuing fundraising from last 
year’s First Aberdeen Centenary event, 
aiming to reach £100,000 by the end 
of 2000. 
Details: Peter McCutcheon, c/o First 
Aberdeen Ltd, 395 King Street, Aberdeen 
AB24 5RP. 
13 Staines. Bus of Yesteryear Rally. Riverside 
car park with undercover sales area nearby. 
Bus service 441C from Hatton Cross station, 
starting 09.30 to Windsor Castle via Staines 
— all-day rover ticket available. 
Details: 72 Hythe Park Road, Egham 
TW20 8DA. Phone: 01784 455955. 
Sheffield Bus Museum special open day. 
12.00-16.00. 
Details: Phone: 0114 255 3010, Monday- 
Saturday 12.00-16.00. 
Sandtoft Transport Centre open day. 12.00- 
17.00. Admission: £3.50 adults, children and 
OAPs £2.00, family ticket £10. No free 
bus service. 
Details: 01724 711391. 
16 Cuffley, Herts Evening Transport 
Enthusiasts’ Fair and vehicle display. 
19.00-21.00, Community Centre, Station 
Road, Cuffley, Herts. Nocturnal bus rides 
and static display. 
Details: Herts & District Omnibus Society, 
5 Katescroft, Welwyn Garden City AL7 4DR. 
Phone: 01707 321422. 
Lathalmond, Fife. Scottish Vintage Bus 
Museum open weekend and Scottish 
National Road Run for Historic Commercial 
Vehicles, Sunday only. Admission: £4, £2 
children/OAPs, £8 family, including free 
travel on vintage bus service to and from 
Dunfermline bus station. 
Details: SVBM, 17 Thimblehall Drive, 
Dunfermline KY12 7RH. 
Phone: 01383 720241. 
Website: www.busweb.co.uk/svbm. 
E.mail: eddie@17thimblehall. 
freeserve.co.uk. 
20 Blackpool-Southport. 28th Commercial 
Vehicle Road Safety Run organised by the 
Ribble Enthusiasts’ Club. Vehicles depart 
from Gaza Strip Car Park, Southport, at 
10.00, arrive Middle Walk, North 
Promenade, Blackpool from 12.15hr. 
Details: Rally Secretary, 563 Tonge Moor 
Road, Bolton BL2 3BN. 
Phone: 01204 308253 (evenings). 
Woburn Abbey, Beds. Tenth British Bus 
Preservation Group Annual Bus Rally. (NB 
this event has been moved from the Luton 
event of previous years.) 
Details: 18 Greenriggs, Hedley Park, 
Stopsley, Luton Phone: 01582 413200. 
Norwich. Eastern Transport Collection 
Society Norwich Bus Rally, Radio Norfolk 
car rally, Police Gala Day. Norfolk 
Showground. 
Details: L. Wright (ETCS), 31 Norwich Road, 
New Costessey, Norwich NR5 OEA. 
Phone: 01603 744794. 
Burnham on Crouch. 3rd Mangapps 
Transport Show 2000 Spectacular, 
Mangapps Farm Railway Museum. 11.00- 
18.00. Admission: £4 adults, £2.50 children. 
Free bus service to/from local railway 
station. 
Details: 82 Harcourt Avenue, Sidcup 
DA15 9LN. Phone: 01621 784898. 
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A long-established preserved vehicle at the MetroCentre 
rally last year, Bob Kell’s splendid Roe-bodied 
Sunderland & District Leyland Tiger TS8. 

DAVE McALONE 


26/27. Dunbar Veteran Vintage Rally. 

Details: East Lothian Council, Court Street, 
Haddington EH41 3HA. 

27/28 = Crich Grand Festival of Transport, National 
Tramway Museum, Crich, Derbyshire. 
Details: See Museum Guide. 

Sandtoft Transport Museum European 
Weekend. 10.00-18.00hrs. 12.00-17.00. 
Admission: £3.50 adults, children and OAPs 
£2.00, family ticket £10. Monday only: free 
bus from Doncaster South bus station, 
stand B2, 13.30, and railway station 13.35. 
Details: 01724 711391. 

Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 

28 Sunderland. North East Bus Museum 
Historic Vehicle Display. Seaburn 
Recreation Park on the sea front. 

Details: J. Purvis, 17 Dorset Avenue, 
Seaburn, Sunderland SR6 8EX. 

Phone: 0191 548 9839. 

Cobham, Surrey. Cobham Bus Museum 
Running Day with classic and rear-engined 
types running on free services to Woking for 
the Classic Car Show in the town centre. 
Details: LBPT, Cobham Bus Museum, 
Redhill Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 1EF. 
Phone: 01932 868665 (Sat/Sun). 
Somersham, Cambs. Bedford Gathering 
2000, with theme of S and SB types. Dew’s 
Coaches, Chatteris Road (B1050), 10.00- 
17.00. This year’s event also incorporates 
the Bedford J2 and small coach gathering 
previously held in the Potteries. Free 
vintage bus service all-day to/from St lves 
bus station, meeting Sunday buses to/from 
Cambridge and Peterborough, leaving St 
Ives at 10.45, 11.25, 12.45, 13.25, 14.45, 
15.25 and 16.45 (last bus back to St Ives 
leaves Somersham at 16.55). 

Details: 13 Aylesborough Close, Cambridge 
CB4 2HH. Phone: 01223 574654. 

E.mail: the-bg@Busman.co.uk, 

website: http://www.the- 
busman.co.uk/bg2000.htm. 

Birmingham & Midland Museum of 
Transport, Wythall. Rear-engined rally for 
first-generation (pre-1981) rear-engined 
buses and coaches. 

Details: Rear-engined Rally Organisers, 
Birmingham & Midland Museum of 
Transport, Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JX. 
Phone: 01564 826471. 


SEPTEMBER 
3 Stanford Rivers, Essex. Rally for up to 70 
1940-69 buses and coaches from London, 
the south-east and East Anglia at White 
Bear, Stanford Rivers (A113 between 
Passingford Bridge and Chipping Ongar). 
Bus service 175B from Loughton Central 
Line station. 
Details: North London Transport Society, 
8 The Rowans, Palmers Green, 
London N13 5AD. 
(Website: http://www.dulwich2.demon.co.uk). 
Cuffley, Herts. Bus Rally/Enthusiasts’ Fair. 
11.30-16.00 at Cuffley Community Centre, 
Station Road, B156, Cuffley. 
Details: Herts & District Omnibus Society. 
Phone: 01707 321422. 
Manchester. Trans-Lancs Historic Vehicle 
Rally. More than 200 vehicles, many of 
them buses, on a road run from Museum of 
Transport, Manchester to Heaton Park for 
display. Details: See Museum Guide. 
9 Bradford. Bradford Centenary Square 
historic vehicle display by Keighley 
Bus Museum. 
Details: Keighley Bus Museum Trust, 
47 Brantfell Drive, Burnley BB12 8AW. 
Phone: 01282 413179. 
Lowestoft. East Anglia Transport Museum 
Trolleybus Weekend 2000, featuring after- 
dark trolleybus service on the Saturday and 
off-site bus tours on both days. Intensive 
trolleybus service throughout the weekend, 
using as many resident and guest 
trolleybuses as possible. 13.30-21.00 
Saturday, 10.30-16.30 Sunday. Admission: 
Adults £5.50, children/OAPs £4.00. 
Details: Event organiser, East Anglia 
Transport Museum, Chapel Road, Carlton 
Colville, Lowestoft NR33 8BL, 
Phone: 01502 518459. 
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Warminster. Seventh Warminster & West 
Wilts Vintage Bus Running Day. Free 
services on at least 30 classic buses and 
coaches on 20 routes, including double- 
deck-operated service across Salisbury 
Plain, plus mystery tours from 10.00-18.00. 
Details: UK Transport, 4 Saxon's Acre, 
Warminster BA12 8HT. 

Sheffield Transport Rally at the Meadowhall 
Shopping & Leisure Centre coach park. 
Free shuttle bus service, using a selection of 
interesting vehicles, between the rally site 
and the Sheffield Bus Museum which has a 
special open day. 

Details: Dave Roberts, 1 George Street, Old 
Whittington, Chesterfield S41 9DR 

(SAE please). Phone: 01246 454628. 
Hertford. Second Hertford Running Day 
from Hertford bus station to Knebworth, 
Welwyn etc using London Transport Country 
Buses from the 1950s/1960s 

Details: Colin Rivers, 01233 627849 
Nottingham: AEC Society East Midlands 
Section Event. 

Details: Nottingham Heritage Centre, Mere 
Way, Ruddington, NG11 6NX. 

Phone: 0115 940 5705. 


Running Days on long disappeared local 
routes, in connection with events in 
Downside Village. 11.00-17.00. 

Details: LBPT, Cobham Bus Museum, 
Redhill Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 1EF. 
Phone: 01932 868665 (Sat/Sun). 
Birmingham. 23rd Outer Circle Run and 
Rally based on Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham. 

Details: AMRTM, 99 Billesley Lane, 
Moseley, Birmingham B13 9RB. 
Amberley, West Sussex. Amberley 
Museum annual bus rally. To celebrate 
museum's 21st birthday, this year’s event is 
the Leyland 2000 Bus Show with vintage 
open-toppers and TD1s right up to much 
more modern Leylands. Bus rides around 
the 36-acre site. 

Details: See Museum Guide. 

Duxford. EFE Millennium Showbus. 
Imperial War Museum, Duxford, 
Cambridgeshire. Modestly claimed by the 
organisers to be the biggest rally of the new 
millennium. Free bus from Cambridge. 
Details: Mark Howgego, Millennium 
Showbus, Watercoombe, Pheasants Hill, 
Henley on Thames, RG9 6SN. Phone/fax: 
01494 558147 or phone 07976 576320), 
E-mail: rally@showbus.com. 

Website: http:/Awww.showbus.co.uk. 
Admission arrangements and local 
transport: Imperial War Museum. 

Phone: 01223 835000. 

Leyland. British Commercial Vehicle 
Museum Morris Commercial Club Rally. 
Details: Events Organiser, British 
Commercial Vehicle Museum, King Street, 
Leyland PR5 1LE. Phone: 01772 451011. 
Nottingham Heritage Centre Annual 
Running Day. Nottingham Heritage Centre, 
Mere Way, Ruddington NG11 6NX. 
Details: Phone: 0115 940 5705. 

Sandtoft Transport Centre open day. 12.00- 
17.00. Admission: £3.50 adults, children 
and OAPs £2.00, family ticket £10. No free 
bus service. 

Details: 01724 711391. 

Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


Winkleigh, Devon. West of England 
Transport Collection Winkleigh 2000 Historic 
Transport Gathering. Winkleigh Airfield, 
B3220. 10.00-16.00. Free historic bus 
service in the area. 

Details: Colin Shears. 

Phone: 01769 580811. 

Amersham. Amersham & District 

Motor Bus Society 12th Running Day, in 
conjunction with RT/RF Register. 
Amersham LT station car park starting 

at 10.00. 

Details: Phone: 01296 613001 or 488037, 
and 0208 842 2947. 

Ipswich Transport Museum third ‘Come 
and ride on our buses’ event. Free rides on 
ITM vehicles and visiting vehicles, with 


display of modern and preserved vehicles at 
the museum in Cobham Road. Hourly rides 
from the railway station and half-hourly from 
the town centre 11.00-16.30. 

Details: |pswich Transport Museum, Old 
Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich 
IP3 9JD, enclosing two second-class 
stamps please. 

Birkenhead. Wirral Bus & Tram 

Show 2000. 

Pacific Road Museum, Birkenhead. 

Details: FPRM, The Tramsheds, Pacific 
Road, Birkenhead L41 1LJ. 

Keighley Bus Museum Aire Valley Running 
Day using preserved Bradford City 
Transport, West Yorkshire Road Car, Halifax 
Joint Omnibus Committee and Leeds City 
Transport vehicles. 

Details: 47 Brantfell Drive, Burnley 

BB12 8AW. Phone: 01282 413179. 

Canvey Island. Castle Point Transport 
Museum Open Day & Transport Show, Point 
Road, Canvey Island. 10.00-17.00. 
Admission charged. 

Details: The Secretary, Castle Point 
Transport Museum, 105 Point Road, 
Canvey Island SS8 7TP. 

Phone: 01268 684272. 

Sheffield Bus Museum special open day. 
12.00-16.00. 

Details: Phone: 0114 255 3010, Monday- 
Saturday 12.00-16.00. 

Kidderminster. Worcester Bus Preservation 
Society Severn Valley Railway Road/Rail 
Rally at stations along the Severn 

Valley Railway. 

Details: SVR/WBPS Rally, 1 Abberley Park, 
Stockton Road, Abberley, Worcs WR6 6AW. 
Early entry for vehicles advised, as space is 


limited; no entries after 20 September. 


Newport, Isle of Wight. Isle of Wight Bus & 
Coach Museum end of season running day. 
Museum and visiting vehicles will operate an 
extensive timetable on former Southern 
Vectis routes from 10.30-17.00, with 
connecting shuttle buses to/from Newport 
bus station. Admission: £2 adults, 

£1.50 OAP, £1 children. 

Details: See Museum Guide. 

Eltham. Crown Woods School eighth 
annual car and vehicle show. 11.00-15.00. 
Details: Ray Monk, 2 Ladysmith Road, 
Eltham, London SE9 5BN. 

Phone: 0208 859 4581. 

Nottingham Heritage Centre End of 
Season Gala. Nottingham Heritage Centre, 
Mere Way, Ruddington NG11 6NX. 

Details: Phone: 0115 940 5705. 

Norchard, Lydney. Dean Forest Railway 
Lydney Road & Rail Show. 

Details: DFR Rally, 59 Claverham Road, 
Yatton, Bristol BS49 4LD. 

Sandtoft Transport Centre Yorkshire day. 
12.00-17.00. Admission: £3.50 adults, 
children and OAPs £2.00, family ticket £10. 
Free bus from Doncaster South bus station, 
stand B2, 13.30, and railway station 13.35. 
Details: 01724 711391. 


Website: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


Cuffley, Herts Evening Transport 
Enthusiasts’ Fair and vehicle display. 
19.00-21.00, Community Centre, Station 
Road, Cuffley, Herts. Nocturnal bus rides 
and static display. 

Details: Herts & District Omnibus Society, 
5 Katescroft, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, 


AL7 4DR, phone: 01707 321422. 


Cobham, Surrey. Cobham Bus Museum 
RF Running Day. 11.00-17.00. Admission: 
£3, with free entry for up to two 
accompanied children under 16. 

Details: LBPT, Cobham Bus Museum, 
Redhill Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 1EF. 
Phone: 01932 868665 (Sat/Sun). 
Birmingham & Midland Museum of 
Transport, Wythall. Midland Red Pre- 
Hibernation Day. 

Details: Birmingham & Midland Museum of 
Transport, Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JX. 
Phone: 01564 826471. 

Halifax. Nocturnal Heart of the Pennines 
Rally, Piece Hall. Free vintage bus rides 
continuing until 19.30. 

Details: Mersey & Calder Bus Preservation 
Group, 79 The Arches, Claremount Road, 
Halifax. 


NOVEMBER 

5 Lincoln. Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle 
Society Open Day. 10.00-17.00hrs. 
Details: LVVS, Road Transport Museum, 
Whisby Road, North Hykeham Lincoln 
LN6 3QT. Phone: 01522 500566. 
E-mail: info@I|ws.freeserve.co.uk; 
website: www.I|ws.freeserve.co.uk. 

20 Enfield. North London Transport Society 
Autumn Transport Enthusiasts’ Bazaar. 
Admission £1. 11.00-16.00, St Paul’s 
Centre, corner Church Street/Old Park 
Avenue, Enfield Town (near Enfield Chase 
WAGN station and all bus routes serving 
Enfield Town. Free vintage bus rides by 
preserved London Transport RF. 
Details: North London Transport Society, 
8 The Rowans, Palmers Green, London 
N13 5AD. 
Website: http:/www.dulwich2. 
demon.co.uk. 


28 Birmingham. Aston Manor Transport 


Museum 4th Annual Collectors’ Fair. Free 
bus service to and from Birmingham centre. 
Details: see Museum Guide. 


DECEMBER 

23 Manchester. Museum of Transport 
Christmas Cracker Transport Festival. Free 
vintage bus service to Manchester Model 
Railway Exhibition. 
Details: See Museum Guide. 


10 Sheffield Bus Museum special open day. 


12.00-16.00. 
Details: Phone: 0114 255 3010, Monday- 
Saturday 12.00-16.00. 


23 Keighley. Christmas day bus services 


linking Keighley and the Worth Valley using 
preserved West Yorkshire vehicles. 
Details: 47 Brantfell Drive, Burnley 
BB12 8AW. Phone: 01282 413179. 


JANUARY 2001 


1 Winchester. Friends of King Alfred Buses 


Running Day and transport enthusiasts’ 
bazaar. Free bus services over most of the 
former routes of King Alfred Motor Services, 
plus Aldershot & District, Hants & Dorset, 
Southdown and Wilts & Dorset in and 
around Winchester and central Hampshire 
Details: (9x4 SAE, please) FoKAB, 

13 Ashley Close, Harestock, Winchester 
S022 6LR. E-mail: FOKAB@lineone.net. 


Picture by MIKE GREENWOOD 


First (p 
15th Western National 
Bus and Vehicle Rally 


(THE ORIGINAL PLYMOUTH RALLY) 


Organised by The Western National Preservation Group 


Sunday 23rd July 2000 
Plymouth Hoe, Plymouth 
Road Run e Trade Stands e Stationary Engines 
Vehicles of all types welcome as well as Traders (Non food). 
Contacts: Vehicles. Geoff Capper/Martin Cliff 


Trade Stands: First Western National Buses Ltd, 
Plymouth Depot, The Ride, Chelson Meadow, Plymouth PL9 7JT 


Transport 


Bookbargains 


Our new 36-page CATALOGUE is now available, FREE to readers of Buses on 
receipt of a 1st class stamp with your name and address in block letters. To 
help with your first order we will enclose a £1.00 voucher with your catalogue. 
100’s of BARGAIN BOOKS from many leading publishers, a large and varied 
stock of EFE & OOC DIE-CAST MODELS at competitive prices, VIDEOS, 
MOUNTED PRINTS etc. Our own LOYALTY CARD — the UK GOLD CARD will 
save you money on your book orders and is sent FREE when you order a 
minimum of £25.00 of books. 


FULL-PRICE TITLES FROM MANY LEADING PUBLISHERS | 
(INCLUDING IAN ALLAN) NOW SUPPLIED POST-FREE | quam 

UK TRANSPORT BOOKBARGAINS (BU0320) 

4 Saxon’s Acre, Warminster, Wilts BA12 8HT 


PRESERVED RAILWAYS, INDUSTRIAL, TRANSPORT, SHIP, AIRCRAFT & MILITARY 


MUSEUMS & RALLY 


The only really comprehensive Guide to the entire 
preservation scene and all aspects of our Heritage 
Features: Preserved Railways, Pe 
Steam Centres, Transport/Industrial 

Museums & Collections, Ship/Canal/ 


Aircraft & Military Vehicle Collections 
& Steam Operated Miniature Railways 


IN ALL OVER 100 PaGEs - 
PACKED WITH INFORMATION 


Pee £90 


IN GREAT, MONEY SAVING 
VOUCHERS, TO THE UK’s 
LEADING VENUES 
Discover our fascinating heritage this 
Summer with this comprehensive guide. 
Nearly 700 places to visit with 1,250 
great shows in the diary. ee: ee s 
WITHOUT ‘STEAM HERITAGE’ YOU DON’T HAVE THE WHOLE PICTURE AND 
YOU WILL MISS SEEING FASCINATING MUSEUMS AND SOME GREAT SHOWS! 
; a sale March _= a SS py of post eee ine. a 
Phone now using your credit card tor immediate dispatch on publication 
Available from all good newsagents (by order at W H Smith’s) 


7 ee Publishing 


The Fosse, Fosse Way, Radford Semele, Leamington Spa, Warks. CV31 1XN 
Telephone: 01926 614101 Fax: 01926 614293 
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The Second Littlehampton 
Bus Gathering & Running Day 


Sunday 2nd July 2000 
St. Martin's Car Park, Littlehampton, West Sussex. 


RAISING FUNDS FOR ST. JOHN AMBULANCE 
FREE ADMISSION - FREE VINTAGE BUS RIDES 
including Open Top Seafront Rides & Mystery Tours 
Make it a Family Day Out - Visit the Beach & the Fun Fair 


Promotional Stagecoach Model £16 (Inc P&P) AVAILABLE NOW 
Colour Souvenir Programme & Timetable £2 (Available from June) 
S.A.E. For Free Colour Leaflet and Town Map 
L.B.G., 38 West Way, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 7NA. 
SUPPORTED BY LITTLEHAMPTON TOWN COUNCIL 


LLANDUDNO TRANSPORT FESTIVAL 
MAY-DAY BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 


April 29th-30th + ist May 2000 


BODAFON FIELDS, LLANDUDNO, NORTH Stole 
WALES po 
LARGE SEAFRONT SHOWGROUND 


Shuttle-Bus Service” iar 
(Sunday) 


dudno-Crosville Gathering 
is and Details to: 


Festival Office, 48 Church Road 
Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay LL28 4YS 
Tel: 01492 545053 up to 9pm only 
info@llantransfest.co.uk www.llantransfest.co.uk 


Southampton 


Sunday 16th July 2000 
10am - 5pm 
Come and see our Parachute Drop 
¢ Many Stalls and attractions 

From face painting for kids to your 
chance for anyone to Drive-a-Bus 
Raffles galore. # Lots of prizes to win! 

# Many displays to see 

A great day out without costing the earth! 


For further information and 
FREE entry details please contact: 
Mr James Sutherland, Rally Secretary, 39 Spring Road, 
Southampton SO19 2QD or Tel: 023 8043 8703 


Join us to help make it the biggest display ever at Southampton 


UPDATE 


Portsmouth City Council has refused to renew the 
lease on the City of Portsmouth Preserved Transport 
Depot’s premises in Broad Street, Portsmouth. The 
collection, which ironically includes five historic 
vehicles owned by the council itself, has to leave its 
premises in July and so far no alternative 
accommodation has been found. 


City of Portsmouth Preserved Transport Depot was 
set up in 1992, and has an impressive collection of 21 
vehicles, mostly with local connections. The council 
granted it a seven-year lease in 1992, which was 
extended last year. Now however it wants to demolish 
the building. 

CPPTD has been searching for an alternative site for 
two years, though the council has not been prepared 
to grant planning permission on any of those found so 
far. The council has suggested a possible site at 
Eastney Pumping Station, but this was sold whilst 
negotiations were taking place, and at English 
Heritage’s Fort Cumberland, which was already 
needed for another project. Meanwhile the council has 
turned down planning permission for a site on a 
proposed city farm, which would have suited both 
CPPTD and the farm’s promoters. 


Full story in Preserved Bus 12, now on sale 
price £2.60. 


HG wort exo 
corMAM 
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ITT EVENT CANCELLED 


Sadly this year’s Irish Transport Trust rally, which normally takes place at Bangor, or 
more recently at nearby Cultra, Co Down, in April has had to be cancelled. The event, 
has been staged every year for the last 28 years and will be back on 28 April 2001. 


Good news for lovers of old buses is that our sister magazine steps up from bi-monthly to 
monthly publication this year. And in the best traditions of the bus industry, you won't have to 
wait all month and then get two bus magazines arriving together; it is moving its date to the 
first Friday in each month, while Buses remains on the third Friday, giving you a quality bus 


magazine every two to three weeks. 


Preserved Bus 12, March/April-dated, is on sale now, price £2.60, and includes a free A2- 
format poster version of the Rally Calendar. Then No13, which will be May-dated, goes on 
sale on 7 April, and will be on sale at the lan Allan stand at the Cobham Bus Museum open 


day on 9 April. It has been given a mild facelift from the latest issue. 
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MANCHESTER’S BIG 
LOTTERY BID... 


The Greater Manchester Museum of Transport is preparing a 
‘significant’ national lottery bid to secure its long-term future. 
Details of a project are expected to be published in the next few 
months. 

Greater Manchester Transport Society Company Secretary 
Paul Williams, who is heading the lottery bid, disclosed that 
funding is sought for a ‘major project’ and that GMTS is 
discussing options with Greater Manchester PTE, owner of the 
Museum’s premises. ‘It means a lot of groundwork and 
paperwork, even before a specific project is outlined’, he said. 
‘Before we publish our plans we want to be sure they are 
properly prepared and, of course, financially viable.’ 

The Museum’s long-term future is the main goal, and improved 
visitor facilities, displays and restoration facilities would take 
precedence over the creation of space for 
extra vehicles. 

The Museum achieved Phase || Museum Registration last 
November and has started its latest restoration project, Salford 
235, a 1940 AEC Regent. 235 spent its last years as a driver 
trainer and is missing a staircase and a set of 48 leather seats. 
The remains of the old staircase are to be used as a pattern to 
build a new one. 


Ipswich Transport Museum has been awarded a £131,000 grant 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund to fund the re-roofing and re- 
cladding of its building, the Old Trolleybus Depot in Cobham 
Road, which dates back to 1937. The existing doors will be 
replaced with roller shutters and a layer of insulation will be 
provided within the building shell. New fire and security alarms 
will also be installed. The aim is to create a weatherproof, 
birdproof and vandalproof building to house what is believed to 
be the UK’s largest collection of road transport vehicles devoted 
to one town. 


The project is expected to be completed by April 2001. 


Buses has teamed up with the Aston Manor Road Transport 
Museum for a special event on Saturday 5 August. It 
celebrates 100 years of the British motorbus, and there will be 
a display of buses representing as many decades of the 20th 
century as possible at nearby Aston Hall. Free bus services, 
using classic vehicles, will link Central Birmingham and Aston 
Hall with the Museum, and visitors will have access to some of 
the ‘private parts’ of the Museum. 

The following day lan Allan Publishing will also be involved in 
the Nottingham Heritage Centre’s Annual Bus Gala, while the 
Birmingham & Midland Museum of Transport will be holding a 
Century of Birmingham Transport event, showcasing the 
corporation’s classic buses. Should be a great weekend in 
the Midlands! 


More details in Buses nearer the time. 


A QUIET YEAR AT 
OXFORD 


The Oxford Bus Museum has 
suspended its usual programme of 
events for this year, owing to the 
pressures associated with the 
remodelling of the site over the next 
few months. Oxford Bus Museum was 


awarded a grant of £198,000 by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund last year and 
improvements will include two further 
buildings to provide undercover 
storage for all the museum’s exhibits. 
The Museum itself remains open 

at weekends. 


SERVIC 


to Birmingham by public transport and include a ride 

on the Midland Metro which, after all, is run by the 
West Midlands’ biggest bus operator. This shouldn’t be 
difficult. 

The Centro Hotline number is well advertised in 
newspapers, on backs of buses and all over bus stops. | ring 
it six times between 11.15 and 11.35. It’s engaged. | don’t 
even get the queuing system. | queue from 12.05, but hang 
up after four minutes. Mobile phone calls aren’t cheap. 

| try Centro’s bus station travel shop at Merry Hill; is it 
possible to link into the Metro using a bus from the centre? 
The assistant looks puzzled and calls her colleague from the 
back. They decide | should catch a 139 bus to Birmingham 
city centre; this must be one of the longest ways of doing 
this, and they don’t mention integrated tickets. 

Then | see a Birmingham Coach Company Leyland 
National — on Diamond Route 310 — with a sticker claiming 
it links with the Metro. | had picked up a leaflet about it in the 
Centro shop, but it doesn’t mention the Metro. The leaflet 
shows a freephone number. A friendly person on the other 
end tells me the 310 links with the Metro at Wednesbury and 
that a £3 bus ticket gives unlimited bus and Metro rides. 

To the non-bus user that I’m pretending to be, this sounds 
enticing. The ‘Where to board your bus’ notice directs me to 
stand B where a dozen people seem to be queuing for this 
15-minute service. A 310 comes in — it’s hard to avoid the 
huge number on the side — and heads straight for stand B. 
No one moves. They’re waiting for other routes that use this 
stand. | move forward, but the bus doesn’t stop. Oh well, 
only 15 minutes to wait. But if | had my car... 

| move fast when the next 310 arrives. Does it link with the 
Metro? ‘Yes,’ beams the driver. ‘How much is it?’ | enquire 
like an excited child. ‘If you want to ride on the tram it’s £3,’ 
he replies. When he issues my ticket, the driver points to the 
words ‘Metro/bus’. Can he tell me when we reach the stop? 
‘Yes, of course,’ he replies. 

This is good. The middle-aged car driver I’m pretending to 
be hasn't used a bus since his schooldays, so my bus 
memories are of grumpy drivers who could whinge for 
Queen and country, and a filthy, smelly bus with graffiti over 
the seats. This bus is different. It’s old, but clean and seems 
to have new seats; no sign of ‘Wolves’, ‘WBA’ or ‘Phil loves 
Sarah’ daubed in finest marker pen. And the driver is helpful; 
he even smiles at me. 

There are timetables to take away, details of temporary 
route changes and even a pink air freshener at the front. 
And how do you freshen pink air? 


At Wednesbury bus station, he cheerfully points to where | 
can catch a tram. | ask if | can use my ticket on any 
company’s bus. He gives me another leaflet. | thank him and 
am on my way. Only the leaflet doesn’t answer the question; 
it's about Birmingham Coach’s weekly tickets. 


nothing like the one in my pocket. Why didn’t the bus drop 
me here. A phone call and three-minute queue to the Centro 
Hotline tells me there will be a bus in about 10 minutes; a 
call to Birmingham Coach tells me the 310 no longer runs up 
this road. My Centro Dudley & Sandwell public transport 
map reveals that buses don’t serve the road at all. This is 
bad news for my alter ego. 


March 2000 


About 75m from the Metro, | walk past a stop with a graffiti- |9 
free timetable for the 310; it looks horribly complicated and is 


= 
M: plan is to get from the Merry Hill shopping centre 


Inspired by regular columnist Julian Osborne, 
PHIL TONKS of the National Federation of Bus Users 


tries the West Midlands network from the perspective of 
someone rediscovering public transport 


The Metro seems impressive. The sign says the next tram will be 
in two minutes; despite what I’d read in the papers, the ticket 
machine works and a tram glides in. It’s full to bursting with 
shoppers and West Bromwich Albion supporters. | get off at Guns 
Village, two stops up the line, and catch a bus to Birmingham. 
After all, my ticket allows me on any bus. 

The station map, like the on-board announcements on the tram, 
tells me Travel West Midlands’ 74 stops outside the station. 
There’s a timetable for Dudley-bound buses, but not even a bus 
stop flag on the side for Birmingham. A bus arrives within a 
minute; the driver accepts my pass, but this bus is as packed as 
the tram, so | switch on to a less crowded 79 — a double-decker 
— in West Bromwich. 

Its driver peers through his sunglasses (it’s a dull day in 
September) and insists | can’t use my ticket. | suggest he looks a 
little closer. ‘Oh yeah,’ he mumbles with one nod of his head and 
on we go. 

After several unchallenged rides on TWM buses, | catch a 265 
from Dudley to Wordsley. ‘Don’t accept them,’ booms this driver as 
if he’s the Almighty himself. ‘It’s a Metro/bus ticket,’ | protest. ‘Ah, 
but it’s Birmingham Coach,’ he replies, assuming he’s going to 
triumph in this battle of wits. He calls a passing TWM inspector 
and shouts: ‘We don’t accept these tickets.’ 

The passengers are silent. This is more exciting than a Saturday 
afternoon shopping trip. ‘Yes we do,’ replies the soft-spoken 
inspector. ‘It doesn’t matter which company issues them. Haven't 
you seen one before?’ | win, but my alter ego might not bother with 
the hassle, especially as the driver doesn’t acknowledge my ‘thank 
you’ as | alight and he returns to Dudley — six minutes early. 


Above: 

The Midland Metro may 
be sleek, smart and 
efficient. . . 


Left: 

|... but Phil Tonks finds 
some bus operators are 
better than others at 
delivering a consistently 
friendly, integrated 
service. 

pictures by ALAN MILLAR 
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Who is the face of London Transport Buses? 


Ric : 
hard Delahoy’s article, three Sir, 
| read with great interest both the article by Richard Delahoy 
Clark, Fennell and Hall, all of which 


readers’ lett 
Bisa | ers and our and the letters from Messrs 
riat in January Buses — ne question, what or who is London 
. 2 
suggesting that the time has Co 
rele for London Transport 
ie to stop prolonging 
urema al 2 ae LT Buses pre! 
sters’ lives indefinitely LT ehiet engineer, etc, etC, 
s of H. G. Wells who decree by whim without 
d but to visit 


and develop a better 21st peopled by creation 
cent ef reference to reality; after all, an LT Buses ‘designer’ ha 
ury low-floor double- her exhibit LT165 or ST821 to see 


decker — ha the LT Museur ane pace associated with stig Ste 
eens s ee a And how does 

sige Pos: g. We suspect this rag ee 
; ate — like that on exact 

ares — will go on for some 


operator, Sacramento Regiona 
revenue from fares) has just initiated its fir 
time. Here are some of your 

initial thoughts. 


because ridership has increased and it needs to buy new buses 
and rolling stock for its light rail extension, farther 
Monica fares have not risen in nearly 20 years and th 
retains a 50C (approximately 30p) fare. 

| am not familiar with the reorganisation of London government 
but what is clear is xisting on borrowed 
time for many moons now and needs to be replaced as soon as 
possible with a body that represents both the operator and the 


passenger and actually knows what's going on and how to deal 
with it. 


How can a body such as LT Buses be so impotent in dealing with 


illegal parking, which so directly affects its services? And the 
Routemaster? | love it; on the rally field. But it is as much suited to 
the London of 2000 as would be a Hansom cab. 


Michael Dryhurst, 


mf ! —— 
¥ +) 4 s a 
i ; fi — __— Shingle Springs 

. z California 

It’s 

all a question of imag 
7 e 
Tourists love them My full s 
upport for 
on a key issue tahetira the ts HS 


Sir, 

| disagree with Bob Fennell’s comments 

London’s Olympians and at London Trans 
Port. 


concerning ee 
Routemasters (‘You rite’ January). T 
; he 
Maybe | am old fashioned. | am nearly the th Cause become 
same age as the Routemaster myself if ro and, although pore Don't get years by those grey f 
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ride on one of these very ‘slow and dirty’ 


Routemasters. 
: 7 featured 
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Linton, Kent 


Mr Routemaster’s lessons from 1965 


Sir, 

Having read your January editorial, | feel that to a degree it is being somewhat economical with the truth 

es far as the Routemaster is concerned. Yes, it is old by today’s standards, but recent comments were 

*5 the effect that it was a design in advance of its time. The fact that it was designed for a 17-year life 

and has completed up to 40 years must speak well for its design. 
ern vehicles show: 


The criticism that it is slow compared with mo 
had for its passengers moving to their seats — different to today where the driver is advised to wait until 


the passengers are seated before moving off. Similar advice is given to the passenger alighting to wait 


until the bus has stopped. That all helps to speed the bus on its journey. 
To attract people back to the bus depends on getting them to their destination quickly as well as a 
frequent service. The idea of working on bums-on-seats/hour and introducing large capacity buses is the 


wrong way to go. 

The Phelps-Brown Co 
would become drivers an 
purchase Travelcards, thus e 
routes. What a hope it was. 

In 1965, an experiment was conducted with doored A 
complaints that passengers couldn't get off, such as at traffic ligh 
reached an official stop. A drop in revenue was noticed on route 
RM on a parallel route. In 1967, LT produced the rear-engined FRM whic! 
the RM design and was popular with the crews when it ran the same 76s 


work was terminated. 
After single-deck opo became unpopular, the idea 


Because of the slowness of operation, the number of vehicles p 
were shortened, the drivers paid more, So the overall cost was just equivalent to crew operation. 


In a different direction, the Metropolitan Police took the view that opo slowed London buses and the 
speed of other traffic was governed by the speed of the London bus. To counter this, LT generally 
restricted opo services to outer London. 

Probably what is not known is that in 1973 a submission was made for a new design of a London bus 
based on the good points of the RM and meeting some of the criticisms around at the time. Discussions 
were entered into with MCW which used some of it in the Metroliner coach, but the firm went out of 


business and that prevented further advancement 

In any case, LT was coming up against the question of privatisation where the design responsibility 
was to move to the bus manufacturers. Furthermore, privatisation broke up the organisation into many 
smaller areas and the benefits of bulk purchase of up to 500 vehicles per year of one type disappeared. 

All seems to point towards a slowing of journey time forcing people back on their cars. 

To encourage passengers back to the bus, an attempt was made to make it an acceptable piece of 
street furniture with a bright and cheerful interior. 

From 1 January, all new buses are to be fitted to carry wheelc ( : 
agree with catering for the disabled, but what is wrong in strengthening the Mobility or Dial-a-Ride 
services? £74 million per annum is provided for new buses; what is wrong with putting that money to 
these services? | am sure it can be done for less than the amount quoted. 
© the bus, it has to be speeded up not in acceleration but when moving. This 
n heavier buses which need bigger fuel tanks, better brakes, to 
at advantage provided they are policed efficiently. Fares 
on aboard. Service was always the rule which 


$ the concern that London Transport 


mmittee came out in favour of one-person operation since all the conductors 
d thus solve the shortage problem. It was also assumed that passengers would 
liminating cash on the bus. Flat fares were to be introduced on short 


tlanteans on route 76. These brought forth 

ts, and had to wait until the bus 

76, whereas passengers boarded the 
h was based to a degree on 
ervice. For other reasons, the 


was extended to the double-deck Fleetline. 
er service had to be increased, routes 


hairs as well as seats for the disabled. | 


of evolution, not revolution, to meet changing needs but now this is 
er exists as all the staff have dispersed or retired. 
light at the end of the tunnel. | hope so. 


Colin Curtis, 
Crawley, 


West Sussex 
Colin Curtis is generally recognised 


developing the Routemaster — EG: 


— and justifiably revered — as the engineer most responsible for 


Routema 
sters sh 
ould be slow, but how about an 
accessible RM? 


Suspension. 


If | endeavour 
te. Aitti to use th 
is difficult, not on! € upper deck, th 
3 y becau CK, then ascendin : 
uncomfortable level of fae the pitching and ieee eee a high step stai 
attainable due to the p acceleration and retar datio ut also because of the jorks a 


ower ; n 
One does not have steering. and the levels of centrifugal force 


ios its brethren. Neverthele. i 
saat Me aida observation, | hav 
masters to other buses to be 20: 1 


| experience a anke ng for this I will take up otor r n. 
ac g agal 


ee ation 
d a new EU regulation to eo sg that of the proven 


Ronald Gee 
Sidcup, Kent. 


Don’t fob us off with a shoddy 
replacement 


Sir, 

| am not particularly a bus enthusi 

a regular bus user. | happened to fick sith 
through your magazine while researching for 
an article on the Routemaster bus from the 
modern design point of view and felt | ought 
to come to the rescue of these antiquated 
machines over a few of the misguided points 
put by Messrs Fennell, Clark and Millar. 


It is obvious to me, commuting dail 
Strand along Oxford Street eerrctont. “ 
Street, that they are applying the kind of 
rustic intuition to the situation that might work 
We paved Kent but is frankly irrelevant in 


The RM is slow; 0-60 in any time wo 
nice but 0-6 in the rush Toe is “tty = 
realistic, making top speed and even 
acceleration irrelevant. In an age when 
convenience is the guiding principle, the open 
platform is sacred. | have recorded a time of 
over 20 minutes (in one extreme case) 
between stops along Oxford Street. If, as is 
usually the case, the driver has to refuse to 
open the doors between stops, it is hardly 
going to encourage the use of these buses if 
journeys can’t be completed on foot when 
this is often quicker. 

Equally, it would be very annoyin 
up with the small fleet (often fou of Here) 
73s, which have just simultaneously pulled 
away from the bus stop, and not be allowed 
to board before the next stop. This is 
especially loathsome when it is hissing with 
rain. | don’t know if anyone else has noticed 
this but condensation does not afflict RMs as 
much as it does driver-only buses. The drag 
from the open platform seems to keep a 
constant flow of air through the saloons. 


As for disabled people not being a 
them, this is iefenunatee lam hoi net 
myself unpopular here but they shouldn't be 
using buses in London at all (and in my 
experience they don’t seem to anyway). They 
slow the whole system down. Far better that 
wheelchair users are given access to bus 
lanes and parking privileges in their cars 
What could the driver of a low-floor bus do if 
he was confronted with five friends, all in 
wheelchairs, wanting to get on his (or her) 
bus? Apologise, perhaps? We could end up 
with no seats on buses at all. 


Equally,sacred is the conductor. Few of 
them may now seem capable of the cheery 
any more fares?’ and ‘mind the stairs’ of the 
famous Flanders and Swann song, but many 
a tourist would be utterly lost without the 
detailed directions a conductor has time to 
give. The more vulnerable passengers will 
undoubtedly feel more secure with an ‘official’ 
on board. It also leaves the driver free to 
deal, unhindered, with the London traffic 
something which is not encountered in the 
provinces. 


It saddens me to admit it, but the day will 
come — and soon — when the remaining 
RMs must be retired. But where is the worthy 
successor, purpose-built for the streets of. 
London, operated and maintained by a 
dedicated workforce? In this sense, the 
Routemaster is a more modern design than 
any of its potential replacements. It harks 
back to an era of optimism, before ideologies 
were clouded by the fallout of capitalism. 
Those times are lost forever, along with any 
ee SF chat being a new bus that is 

apable of being a i 
bigest ig as appropriate for London 

Fob Londoners off with an unworthy 
successor and, for once, it won't be the bus 
drivers who go out on strike. 


Sir Henry Nutford 
London W1 


Northampton RTI misses the folk at the bus stop 
Sir, 


As a Northampton resid 
ent, could | com ; 
syste ment on th j 
nile * Proposed by RTI, and glowingly referred t rigs Transit 
endrick (Buses, January)? © by director 
This scheme wi F 
eshte hand will be of virtually no use to the 


ily centred on n 
example, a fast route t ew developments. 


applauded; but that area j 
downmarket for RTI. 


- The chosen routes seem to make li 
€pend heavily on a new rail s 


YOU WRITE 


. Rong alae one i ami will have been thrown away 
What m i 
sea Rai c 
Greyfriars is my ee ae oe 
Sahictl Md Saris and fumes, he 
is less Satisfactory. And 4 ion aubiee open tthe rane” 


st 
those gloomy draughty c ructure, roofed over 


shopping centres . 
As a bus user, | will 

street corners while the 

some whiz-kids. Of cour. 


would be too | 
‘s. Why not use normal-sized buses? Mite, 


On-existent rail stations or estates will hardly 


get on the existing ba 
all, the custom fom a 
be great. 


D Johnson, 
Northampton 


br 


Exact fares are good for you 


e 
revisiting the well-worn exact fare argument, may hav 
ial operational issues. tha Goi 
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i sengers to tender a £5 no oe 
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gr onversions at that time required at least 15% addition 
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dou 
74 fou da total ly di fe ent scenario. The 


A move to West Midla' 


hange Epa ya ed, backed by consistent and well- 
Autofare no-chnan 


tem was well establish 4 Seen 
t over 60% of peak tr 
velcards, to the extent that 0 sees daisoelt 
marketed ses on conversions retained the original ae secsth aie 
er ion | ossibl 
er conversion it became p 
one Circle route 11, with its 97 peak eae pe 
aay er ees heed SOE, oni pan operation and t 
i ial incentive to acnieve oO . 
ee Boe the peak service required over ee ca tis gine 
Former Sse igs omen ee cote ‘ 0 ee Navigation Street for the Bristol 
ing ti hieved consiste Pe hs 
second born Te Boat d at most other loading points. 1 
Road routes, and a’ pend 
Licoase nine 4. elimination of two-door buses from the fleet, imp 
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i trol O 
seating capacity and giving the operator a better con 


that service r i 
enger surveys have shown ol 
gay ol a pi: fare system was a key factor en - et 
1 rena which, in turn, quickly made Travel Wes 
in Birm! , ’ 


financial performers in the country. 


eliability is the prime 


Graham Simons, 
Snitterfield, 
Stratford-upon-Avon 
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f boarding and alighting. 


able service 


National public transport information 


Sir, 

Buses is required reading at CPT because it can usually be 
relied upon to present an informed commentary on industry 
developments. However, Lynford Wood's ‘Scheduled for 
Disaster’ piece in the January issue is inaccurate, 
uncharacteristically unbalanced and, consequently, 
astonishingly misleading. 

Accepting that there was room for improvement in the way 
public transport information was made available to the public, 
CPT — with the government’s blessing — set up a steering 
group to deliver a national system. Central and local 
government are represented, along with the PTEs, rail 
operators, and bus and coach companies. 


A project director has been appointed, with expertise in 
communications and project management. A large working 
group meets regularly. It was rapidly agreed that the best way 
to retain the existing detailed local knowledge in bus company, 
PTE and local council enquiry centres was to encourage the 
setting up of Local Information Partnerships (LIPs). In theory, 
by pooling resources, bus companies and local authorities 
should be able to offer good quality information with sensible 
opening hours. 

Experience in Manchester, Yorkshire and the North East is 
already bearing this out and CPT has been facilitating this 
process, both centrally and through the action of its member 
companies at local level. Government funding has been 
offered for improving existing databases and commissioning 
new ones. 

In order to build a national system from the LIP building 
blocks, an intelligent platform is under construction which will 
have three functions: 

@ Callers will be able to get public transport information from 
any phone by dialling a common number (which will normally 
connect them to the most appropriate LIP for the locality of the 
call); 

@ LIPs will be able to talk to one another and it will be 
possible to transfer a caller to a distant LIP to get the benefit 
of its local knowledge; 

@ LIPs will have the option of using existing enquiry numbers 
for incoming calls to their centres, complementing the national 
number. The option of giving each centre an individual number 
following a national logic has not been pursued. 


Everyone involved in the process accepts that the system 
will not initially deliver everything that potential public transport 
users could possibly want. Initially, for instance, there will not 
be national fares information on the system. There is a series 
of longer term aspirations of this kind. 


Although rail timetable information will be available through 
the LIPs, the system will not affect the National Rail Enquiry 
Service run by the train operating companies on a statutory 
basis. 


Lynford Wood is right that none of the mechanisms for 
linking local information sources is ideal. However, it will be in 
the LIPs’ interest, as well as users’, to satisfy as many calls as 
possible at the first point of contact. Some systems (like 
Xephos, which he mentions) can already contribute to this 
and, as mechanisms evolve, it should be progressively less 
necessary to transfer calls around the system. Self service 
through the Web should also become easier and quicker in 
time. 


Somebody asked to design a national system where nothing 
existed would probably not go about it in the way we have, but 
quality work is going on locally which is too good to throw 
away. The steering group’s primary concern has been to 
achieve a rapid and significant improvement on the current 
delivery systems, without perpetually waiting for the next step 
in technology. Enquiries for complex, long distance journeys 
will take time to satisfy, but our research shows that these are 
the exception rather than the rule. 


We believe that this is not a reason to pass up on the 
achievable benefits of good quality local information 
consistently available by a means that is accessible to most 
people. 


Steven Salmon, 

Operations Director, 

Confederation of Passenger Transport, 
London, WC2 


letters page and the views 
therein are purely the views of 
they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the editor or publisher of 
BU. 


British Bus Publishing 


z2c00 


Spring Selection 
FirstGroup (@ 


2000 
Sta ® 
Cok 


2000 
(2) ARRIVA 
BUS HANDBOOK 


The year 2000 editions of the three major group books are now in preparation, and will be out during the spring. The 
Arriva book is now with the printers and includes the latest acquisition. The Stagecoach book is slightly thinner this 


ets us Pubating 
year following the sale of Swebus — though the mainland China fleet is included. FirstGroup includes the latest 


changes to the Hong Kong fleet, a very popular addition to this volume. Each book will cost £16 this year but may be 
ordered until March 31st at £45 for the set if all three are ordered together. 


ALL-OVER ADVERT 
BUS HANDBOOK - Volume 1 


East Midlands Bus The All-Over Advert Bus Lancashire, Cheshire and 

Handbook Handbook (Volume 1) Manchester Bus Handbook 

Now available, this much-requested Prepared by Tony Wilson, this first One of our popular regional series, 
edition is the regional book and covers volume shows in pictures the and updated to September, this edition 
the counties of Leicestershire, development of this mobile all-over will be out mid October. Included are 
Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and advertising medium. Many many of the interesting independents 

Derby. £12.50 memorable vehicles from the last that operate in the area. £12.50 

25 years. £12.50 


Discount offers: 
1998 Stagecoach + 1998 FirstGroup + 1998 Cowie Bus Handbooks — £20.00 


Scotland + Ireland & Islands + Hong Kong — £20.00 


Orders for all your Bus Handbooks, Capital Transport books and the Bus Review series may be placed with our 
mail order department. To order, simply telephone us during the day or Monday-Thursday evenings. Payment may 


be made by Visa, MasterCard (which are only charged after the books are issued), Postal Order or cheque. 
We also specialise in Hong Kong die-cast models. 


Telephone order line: (09:00-16:00 and 19:30—21:30 Monday-Thursday) 01952 255669 
Fax 01952 222397 E-mail sales@britishbuspublishing.co.uk 


British Bus Publishing, 16 St. Margaret’s Drive, Wellington, Telford TF1 3PH 


BUSES IN BRITAIN: THE 1970s 


STEWART J. BROWN, CAPITAL TRANSPORT, 
250mm x 225mm, 200pp, £25 


You realise, when looking through this splendid 
colour book, that the bus scene of 25 years ago 
was dominated by major operators. No change 
from today, you might say, but in reality even 
though most of the municipal and PTE fleets of 
1975 have disappeared into three of the big 
groups of today, the two earlier editions in this 
series showed that now there are far more small 
independents running local bus services. 


You could also be led to suspect that the sun 
almost always shone in the 1970s, for 
Stewart Brown has once again succeeded in 
selecting a representative choice of colour 
photographs which not only are of a high 
technical standard, but which mostly have been 
taken in sunshine with the light shining on all the 
right bits of the buses. 

If you're unfamiliar with the Buses in Britain 
series, | should explain that the 1993 and 1995 
editions took a north-to-south geographical 
overview of mainland Britain, explaining who 
operated what in a readable, informative and 
sometimes entertaining way. For just £5.01 more 
than either of those now out-of-print books, this 
does the same with the added benefit of 
hindsight and historical perspective. 


ALAN MILLAR 


A HISTORY OF MOTOR 
VEHICLE REGISTRATION IN 
THE UNITED KINGDOM 
L. H. NEWALL (12 Lusways Court, Salcombe 
Hill Road, Sidmouth, Devon, EX10 8JS), 
210mm x 148mm, 298pp, £15 UK 


including post and packing; £16 abroad by 
surface mail; £18 abroad by air mail 


Nearly everyone interested in buses has, at 
some time or another, a question about the 
origin or date of a registration. This book, 
dealing in depth with the subject in the UK and 
Ireland, should contain the answer. 


Les Newall, the last general manager of 
St Helens Corporation Transport before 
Merseyside PTE took over in 1974, has been 
amassing official and observational registration 
data for half a century and has produced the 
definitive work on the subject. Much is from 
sources since destroyed by unthinking official 
vandals and the book is sure to be referred to 
even by the Driver & Vehicle Licensing Agency. 

Sixty pages trace the original legislation, 
allotment of marks to councils, development of 
format from one to three letters following 
numbers, the year letter system, centralisation, 
diplomatic marks, trade plates, military 
registrations, international circulation, the 
commercialisation of marks, correct display on 
plates and many other facets of this everyday, 
but fascinating subject. 

The remaining 238 pages detail how the 
original allotment of marks was made (by 


AO 


Reviews 


descending order of population in England and 
Wales, but alphabetically in Scotland and 
Ireland) and council by council, details and 
dates of the issue of pre-year letter index 
(1903-63/4). 

Age-related (non-year letter) marks currently 
being issued to older vehicles are also covered, 
as are the quirks of the year letter system. All 
this is detailed so accurately and compactly that 
it seems unlikely any future historian will be able 
to find material not included. 

Throughout the council-issue pages, 
anomalies and local variations are detailed. 
Many of these have baffled enthusiasts for years 
and the explanations make absorbing reading. 


REG WILSON 


PRESERVED BUSES — 
1999 EDITION 
PSV CIRCLE PUBLICATION JP100 (30 

Bonnersfield Lane, Harrow, HA1 2LE), 


210mm x 148mm, 152pp, £12.50 
including post and packing 


Like most of Shakespeare's characters, | had 
every intention . . . of buying the first (1997) 
edition of this book, but like most of the Bard’s 
characters | never got around to it and, similarly, 
| regret it now — especially in the light of this 
new edition. The two would have given an 
unequalled record of the changes within the 
ranks of the preserved bus scene — or no 
longer seen, as is so often the depressing case. 


The book is split into eight sections covering 
preserved buses and coaches, trolleybuses, 
trams, horse buses, self-powered miniature 
PSVs, preserved commercials built on PSV 
chassis, British buses preserved abroad, and a 
list of transport museums with details of the 
vehicles kept there; the list of buses and 
coaches alone covers 101 pages and there is 
detail of almost 4,000 PSVs, trams and 
trolleybuses known to be preserved at 
1 April 1999. 


In addition to the plethora of detail (which 
includes registration number changes and dates 
when these happenedg), there are also 18 full- 
page monochrome photographs plus a photo on 
each card cover. While the illustrations are of 
good quality, there is a certain sterility about 
them in that all were taken either at museums 
or rallies. 


Inevitably in works of such mammoth scope, 
there are mistakes (check the contents list for a 
start), but they are of a relatively minor nature 
that should not deter the purchase of this Bible 
by anyone remotely interested in bus 
preservation. It’s an invaluable work of reference 
and | also find it irresistible to pick up at quiet 
moments and simply drool over its listings. 

As this is the second edition in just over two 
years, is it too much to hope we might see a 
new edition of the Omnibus Society/PSV Circle 
Postwar secondhand British buses in North 
America last published in 1986? After all, much 
has happened across the Pond, British bus- 
wise, most of which has been recorded by the 
many UK bus enthusiasts living there. 


MICHAEL DRYHURST 


Most books reviewed in Buses are available or may 
be ordered through the lan Allan Bookshops at: 


45/46 Lower Marsh, Waterloo, London, SE1 7SG 
(phone 0207 401 2100); 


5 Piccadilly Station Approach, Manchester, M1 2GH 
(phone 0161 237 9840); 

47 Stephenson Street, Birmingham, B2 4DH 
(phone 0121 643 2496) 


WHEELS AROUND GLASGOW 


ROBERT GRIEVES, STENLAKE PUBLISHING 
(01290 423114), 172mm x 240mm, 
A8pp, £6.99 


SCOTLAND’S MOTORING 


CENTURY 


ROBERT GRIEVES, XS PUBLICATIONS (66 
Oakshaw Street, Paisley, PA1 2DE), 
240mm x 172mm, 128pp, £11.99 


Robert Grieves is a name familiar to most 
people interested in Scotland’s road transport 
history, and especially of its bus heritage. His 
latest works are not specifically about buses, but 
he has indulged his enthusiasm for our favourite 
form of public transport by including several 
pictures in the motoring history where buses — 
and interesting ones at that — are at least as 
prominent as the cars. 


Both books follow a familiar and popular 
Grieves format, with lively, atmospheric pictures 
accompanied by extensive and accurate 
captions. While the motoring book brings the 
story right up to date, Wheels around Glasgow 
is as unashamedly nostalgic as all of Stenlake’s 
popular local interest books, and has an ample 
selection of buses, trolleybuses and trams in 
its pages. 


ALAN MILLAR 
Further to last month's reviews, details of 
availability of The Complete World of Little 
Buses are available on the Internet at 
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/tind 
ragon 


MODELS 


CORGI ORIGINAL OMNIBUS 
COMPANY 


1/76th scale PLYMOUTH CITY TRANSPORT 
LEYLAND PD2/MCW ORION 


As a former Plymouth driver for whom life 
was never the same after the first Atlanteans 
arrived in 1960, the sight of a PD2 in 
miniature on the shop shelves stirred up quite 
a few memories, not least descending from 
the moor in a Force 9 when one had to hang 
on to the wheel like a drowning man clings to 
a lifebelt. 

But | found that the model was a little 
disappointing. The lower frame of the driver’s 
nearside window slopes down to the radiator 
head and there is no centre platform bar. 

The body is set too low on the chassis with not 
enough clearance between the tyres and wings. 
This tends to destroy the characteristic lofty 
appearance of the lightweight Orion body. But 
Corgi has got our shade of red right which is 
more than can be said for the EFE Atlantean. 


J. R. GARNER 


BUSES 


+ Midland Counties Publications is a trading name of Ian Allan Publishing Ltd - Company No.400981 


TN Read Transport Books & Videos 


aw 

LATEST BOOKS FROM lang, Allan 
PUBLISHING 

abc Bus & Coach Recognition (4th edn) 
abc London Buses 
abc London T'port Buses & Coaches 1948 (rpt). . 
abc Midland Red Vehicles: 1948 (reprint) ... 
AEC: lan Allan Transport Library srs (Townsin). . 
Birmingham Corporation Transport 1904-39 
Birmingham Corporation Transport 1939-1969. . 
Bus Kaleidoscope 1948 (Wallis) 
Bus Kaleidoscope 1967 
Bus Scene in Colour: 10 Yrs of Deregulation. . . . 
Bus Scene in Colour: London Buses (Morris). . . 
Bus Scene in Colour: Preserved Buses... 
Buses Restored 2000 
Buses Yearbook 2000 (Brown). 
British Buses in Colour (Booth) 
British Buses since 1900 (Morris) 
British Lorries 1900-1992 (Stevens-Stratten) tet. 
Charles H Roe / Optare: IATL (Lumb) i 
Classic Bus Tests (Waller) 
Classic Bus Yearbook 6 (Booth) 
Glory Days: BET (Booth) 
Glory Days: Midland Red (Greenwood) . 
Glory Days: RT Classic London Bus .... 
Glory Days: Scottish Bus Group (Booth) 
Glory Days: The Tilling Group (Booth) .. 
English Electric Tramcar Album (Lumb) . 
Fire Engines — A Colour Portfolio (Marron) 
Heavy Plant in Colour (Sheryn) 
Heyday of Blackpools Trams (Palmer) . . , 
Heyday of the British Lorry (Broad/Durham) rt 
Heyday of the Bus: 1960s Revisited (Booth) . 
Heyday of the Bus: Midlands 
Heyday of the Bus: Postwar Years (Carter) r/pt 
Heyday of the Bus: Scotland (Booth) 
Heyday of the Classic Coach (Lane) r/pt . . 
Heyday of the London Bus 3 (McCormack) 
Heyday of the Tram2... 
Heyday of the Trolleybus (Piltz) r/pt 
Heyday of the Trolleybus 2 (Lumb)... 
Illustrated History of London Buses (Lane) 
Little Red Book 2000 
London Buses in colour in 1970s (McCormack) 
London Coach Operators (all colour) 
London Transport since 1933 (Baker). . 
London Transport since 1963 (Baker). . 
London's Trams Then & Now (Thompson) 
Municipal Buses in Colour 1959-1974 (Wilson) . . 
Railway Owned Commercial Vehicles (reprint). . 
Routemaster in Colour (Rixon) is 
Sheffield Trams in Colour since 1950 . 


£3, 99 
. £3.99 
£16.99 


VENTURE PUBLICATIONS 


40 Years in Manchester (Col Album 2) . - £10.99 
40 Years in Newcastle (Colour Album 5) . - £10.99 
Beyond Reality: Leyland Bus the Twilight Years . £19.95 
Bradford Corporation Tramways *£15.95 
Bristol Story Part 1: 1908-1951 (Townsin)....... £19.95 
Cumberland Motor Services 1921-1996 £17.95 
Duple: 70 Years of Coachbuilding £19.95 
East Midlands: Prestige series 2 (Banks/Atkins). *£7.50 
East Yorkshire: Prestige series 3 (Banks/Atkins). *£7.50 
Lincolnshire Road Car — Prestige series 4 ETO: 
London Buses 1985-1995 (McLachlan). 2217195, 
Preston's Trams & Buses (Rhodes). . 7211.95, 
South Yorkshires Transport (D Scott Hellewell) . £19.95 
United Automobile Services Limited 


by post 


‘US BOOKS FROM OTHER PUBLISHERS 


Albion Album 1899-1999 (Grieves 

AEC Reliance (Truran/Platt) 

All Change on the Country Buses (Donaldson). . 
Around Scotland by Bus (Grieves) 

Barton Part 3: 1962-1989 

Bus Review 14: Review of 1998 (Brown) 

Buses in Britain 3: The 1970s (Brown) .... 

Buses in Ulster 1935-1948: NIRTB (Boyle) 

Catch the Bluebird 

Century of Coaching on Exmoor . 

Chiswick Works . : 
Coachwork by Bristol Tramways (Macfarlane). *£20.00 
Crosville Motor Services 2. - £25.50 
East Yorkshire Motor Services Limited . - £10.95 
FirstBus (including Badgerline & Grampian)... . £16.95 
Forgotten Double Deckers pt.1 (Harvey) ....... £11.95 
Forgotten Double Deckers pt.2 (Harvey)... Jan *£11.95 
Fowlers Travel of Holbeach Drove Lincolnshire . *£7.95 
General Buses of the Twenties é 
General Motors: New Look Bus — Photo Archive *£17.95 
Go Whippet 1919-1999: 80 Years of Progress. ... *£8.95 
Headingham Omnibuses 1960-1985 

Headingham Omnibuses: 30 Years service 1960-90 . “£2, 95 
Hong Kong Bus Models vol.1 ... 

Hull Trolleybuses (Wells) 

John Fishwick & Sons 1907-1997 (Prescott) . 

Last Years of the General (Glazier) 

Leyland Atlantean Profile 

London Bus File 1940-1945 (Glazier) 

London Bus File 1946-1949 (Glazier) 

London Bus File 1950-1954 (Glazier) . . 

London Bus File 1955-1962 (Glazier) . . 

London Bus Handbook (20th edition / King) . 

London Buses Before the War (Glazier). 

London Buses in 1960s 

London Coach Handbook (2nd edition) . 

London Transport Buses & Coaches 1947 

London Transport Buses & Coaches 1956 

London Transport Buses & Coaches 1957 . 

London Transport Buses & Coaches 1961 

London Transport Buses & Coaches 1962 if 
London United Tramways vol.1 (Origins to 1911). £28.50 
London's Classic Buses (Gray) 

London's Utility Buses ... 

London's Wartime Gas Buses 


Luxury Travel: Coach Design 1958-1973 (Brown) £16.95 
The MacBraynes Book: Highlands & Islands by Bus *£25.00 
Memories of Birmingham’s Transport part 2 
Norfolk's Nayland (Mills) 
Northern and its Subsidiaries b 
Nostalgic Tour of Walsall by Tram, Trolleybus & Bus *£15.99 
Oldham Corporation Buses 
RTL & RTW Classes after London Transport . 
Small is Beautiful: AJS/Blazefield Holdings 
Southdown Enthusiast's Club Fleetlist . . 
Stage Coach (Wolmer)....... £18: 
Stagecoach: Bringing the Bus out oft e Dari os £16.50 
Suffolk Transport: Archive Photos Series . 8 
Sunderland Corporation Buses 1928-73 
TAG Fleetbooks: 

East Anglia 

East Midlands . 

London (revised edition) 

London Transport Buses & Coaches 

North East England 

North West England (including loM) 

Scotland 

South West England 

Southern England 
Trent part 1: 1905-1945 (Bean) 
Tyne & Wear Trams & Buses 


BRITISH BUS PUBLI 


Arriva Bus Handbook 2000. 

East Anglia Bus Handbook 

East Midlands Bus Handbook (Latest edn) . 
Fire Brigade Handbook 1999 
FirstGroup Bus Handbook 2000 
North East Bus Handbook 1999. 
Police Range Rover Handbook 
Postbus Handbook .... 

Scottish Bus Handbook 

South Central Bus Handbook 1999 
South East Bus Handbook 1999. . . 
Stagecoach Bus Handbook 2000 . 


TRAM BOOKS 


Barnet & Finchley Tramways (Harley) . 

Bath Tramways, The (Maggs) 

Blackburn Tram Rides 

Blackpool & Fleetwood: 100 Years by Tram..... 
Blackpool Trams: First Half Century 1885-1932 . . 
Bristol's Tramways (Davey) "4 
Circular Tour: Seaside Pleasure Riding by Tram *£18.95 
Croydon’s Trolleybuses (Russell) 

The Douglas Horse Tramway (Pearson). . 

Edgware & Willesden Tramways (Hartley) . 
Edinburgh's Transport — penal syon Years. 

Eltham & Woolwich Tramways. . 

Enfield & Wood Green Tramways (Jones: 

The Glasgow Tramcar (Stewart) New Edn . 

Glasgow Trams: Twighlight Years 

Hammersmith & Hounslow Tramways (Harley). “£12.95 
Hastings Trolleybuses 

Holborn & Finsbury Tramways (Harley) 

Irish Trams (Kilroy) 

Light Rail & Guided Transit (Powell) . 

Liverpool Tramways 2: Sthn Routes (Martin) 
Luton Trams (Brown) .. 

Maidstone Trolleybuses (Harley) 

Manx Tramways in Camera 1893-199: - 
Millennium Guide to Trams in the British Isles . 
More Tramway Modelling in 00 Gauge 
Nostalgic Look at Belfast Trams since 1945 I 
Nostalgic Look at Blackpool Trams 1950-66 .... £12.99 
Nostalgic Look at Liverpool Trams 1945-1957 ...£19.95 
Nostalgic Look at Llandudno & Collwyn Bay Trams . £19.95 
Nostalgic Look at Sheffield Trams since 1950. . . £14.99 
Reading Tramways (Jordan) .. =< £1 295 
Salford’s Tramways part 2 (Gray) - *£16.95 
Sheffield Trams Remembered 1935-1960........ £3.75 
Shepherds Bush & Uxbridge Tramways, inc Ealing, £12.95 
Trafford Park Tramways 1897-1946 (Gray) 

Trams: Blackpool Trams Magazine Issues 6/7. ea *£1.00 
Trams & Buses of Keighley in Old Photographs . *£6.99 
Trams in Blackpool (enlarged edition) i 
Trams to the Hill of Howth: Photo Tribute (Kilroy) . £9.99 
Twickenham & Kingston Tramways (Harley)... . *£12.95 
Twilight Years of the Glasgow Tram (all colour) . £25.00 
Victoria & Lambeth Tramways (Harley) i 
Waltham Cross & Edmonton Tramways (Harley) £12.95 
Wandsworth & Battersea Tramways . £12.95 


SECOND HAND BOOKS 


We are always happy to consider the purchase of 
collections and if you have any surplus books you 
wish to sell, please write to us with a list by title, and 
author/publisher. For us to make a fair offer we also 
need to know the condition of each (eg mint, very 
good, good, fair, poor). We will usually need to see the 
books concerned, but because of our work schedules 
if you call unexpectedly we are rarely able to price 
them ‘on the spot’; far better to make an appointment, 
or we may be able to visit you. Please note also that 
we are not likely to be enthusiastic about magazines, 
and ex-library or book club editions of books. 


Visit our Warehouse Open Day Saturday 8th April; 9.00am to 2.00pm - many tempting offers. 


We provide an exceptional world-wide mail-order service. Our quick turn-round and superb packing is unrivalled. 
We stock many more titles. If you can’t see the books you want, please request one of our free illustrated catalogues. 
Visitors are welcome at our warehouse on the Hinckley Fields Estate, 9 to 5 weekdays, 9 to 1 Saturdays - access is 
via A5 (A5/A47 junction) or via Ashby Rd, A447/A47. 


BUS & TRAM BARGAIN BOOKS 


80 Years of Guy Motors (Hannay & Broatch). . 
Best of British Bus: AEC Regals........ 
Best of British Bus: AEC Regents 1929- 1942 
Best of British Bus: The Utilities (Townsin) 
Blackpool Buses (Dougill) 

Blue Triangle — AEC Buses (Carroll) 

Bradford Corporation Trolleybuses (King). . 
British Bus Story ~ Early ‘80s: The Die is Cast 
Buses in Britain 2 

Directory of British Tramways (Turner) 

ECW 1965-1987 (Townsin) 

Golden Years of British Trams (Garratt) 
Heyday of the European Tram (Waller) 
Trams of Northern Britain (Garratt) 

Trams of Southern Britain (Garratt) 


BUS & TRAM VIDEOS 


100 Years of British Buses & Trolleybuses (55 min) *£14.99 
100 Years of British Trams (55 min) ... 

Blackpool Tram Video Mag 18: Winter 99/( 

Blackpool Trams part 3: 1985-1998 

Britain's Last Trolleybus (58 min) .... 

Buses & Trams of Hong Kong (90 min) 

Buses of South Yorkshire PTE 1974-86 (60 min). . 
Calcutta’s Trams: A Video Tour (53 min) 

Hong Kong Buses & Trams Revisited (115 min). *£15. 95 
Keith Beeden’s Film Archive (60 min) 

Kingston upon Hull City Transport vol.2: 1960-1990 "£12.95 
London Trolleybuses part 2(120 min).... . £22.00 
Manx Electric Rly Video Mag 1: Spring/Summer '99 *£13.00 
More Buses of South Yorkshire PTE 1974-86... . £13.99 
New World First Bus — Hong Kong (65 min)... . 
Sheffield Buses in 1960s (53 min) 

Singapore Bus Services (110 min)... 

Swansea & Mumbles Railway (55 min). : 

Trams & Trolleys — Hull City Transport vol.1: 1880- 1964 vl 2! 95 
Trams in & around Manchester (Cheshire/Lancs). £19.95 
Trolleybus Days in Belfast (35 min) 


NEW WORLD 
FIRST BUS 


POST & PACKING 


BOOKS: UK customers please add 10% (minimum 
£1,50; maximum £3), orders over £40 value are sent 
post-free; Overseas please add 15% (min £2); 10% 
for £150+ orders. 


VIDEOS: UK - add £1 if order value under £14, 
post-free over £14; EU countries add 10% (minimum 
£1.50); Other countries — prices are post-inclusive. 


PAYMENT: Visa / Mastercard / Eurocard / Connect 
and Switch charge cards; Post Giro 450 6154: 
Eurocheque (max £700); Sterling cheque, drawn on 
a UK bank; US Dollar check (no surcharge); IMO; 
British Postal Orders. Orders are sent surface mail, 
but Air-Mail despatch by arrangement. 

Our extensive stocks mean that many orders are dis- 
patched within 3 working days. Allow a further 6-8 days 
for delivery to UK addresses - longer Overseas. We will 
advise you of any undue delay. Our full-time staff will be 
pleased to service enquiries, reservations, ‘phone or mail 
orders. Certain items may be due for release after this 
advert has gone to press. Titles offered in this advert 
are subject to continuing availability and price change. 
An asterisk denotes first time entry (or modified info). 


Order via post, fax, ‘phone or e-mail from: 


Midland Counties 
Publications’ [su] 
Unit 3 Maizefield, Hinckley, Leics, LE10 1YF 


Tel: 01455 233 747 Fax: 01455 233 737 
E-mail: midlandbooks@compuserve.com 


Credit Card Orders welcome 
any time, day or night 


BMar/g 


AA Travel, High Harrington 


Mercedes-Benz 811D/Reeve Burgess C33F F23 FEW 
is in stock from Burrell, Newsham, re-registered 
YJ! 1314. 


Acklam, Beverley 


Mercedes-Benz Vario/Plaxton Beaver 2 V150 KAG is in 
use on supported rural services in East Yorkshire. 


AC Travel, Speke 


Leyland Atlanteans YJI 1310/7 have been sold to 
Cedar, Brentwood. 


Aintree Coachline, Bootle 


AEC Reliance/Plaxton C53F ANA 8T came from 
Staffordshire operator Knotty Bus, Chesterton. Volvo 
B10M/Plaxton C53F LBZ 2301 (B914 SPR) and G802 
XLO have come from Claremont, Worcester 

Park, Surrey. 

Consequently, Plaxton-bodied Seddon NFS 882T and 
Plaxton-bodied Leyland Leopard YBN 631V were sold 
to Hardwick, Carlton (dealer) for scrap and Berkhof- 
bodied Volvo B10M GIL 3594 was sold to Hansar, 
Cheadle Hulme. Further to January ‘Fleet News’, 
Dennis Dominator TYS 272W passed to 

Liddell, Auchinleck. 


FLEETNEWS 


JOHN G. IDSTONE ENGLAND & WALES 


Amber, Rayleigh 


SAO 411R, a Bristol VRT/SL3/ECW new to 
Cumberland is thought to be this Essex operator’s first 
double-decker. 


APT, Rayleigh 


Leyland Olympian ONTL11/3R/ECW CH45/28F 

YPJ 505Y, in stock ex-Lucketts, Fareham, has ousted 
highbridge bus-seated Bristol VRT/SL3 LHG 445T to 
Ferris, Nantgarw. 


Arriva Colchester AA 


The last three ECW-bodied Leyland Atlanteans, 85/9, 
90 (MEV 85V, RVW 89/90W), have been withdrawn; 90 
operated the farewell tour on 8 December. 


Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3RP/Duple Caribbean C57F 
4312 (B100 XTW) has been transferred from Southend, 
while East Herts & Essex has provided 1989 Volvo 
B10M-61/Plaxton Bustler B52F 3324/5 (E564/5 BNK) 
which were new to Sampsons, Hoddesdon. 


Body type 


Articulated 

Single-deck bus 

Coach 

Dual purpose, usually coach seats/bus shell 
Double-decker 


Lowbridge double-decker (ie with side sunken gangway upstairs. 
All other types, with conventional gangways are H [Highbridge] 
regardless of overall height) 


Open-top 
CO Convertible open-top 
Seating capacity 
(For double-deckers this is shown with the upper-deck capacity first, eg 
43/30, indicating 43 ‘over’ 30. Where these are not known a total figure 
is given). 
Door position 

Front 

Rear 

Centre 

Dual doors 
When platform doors are fitted where these would not normally figure, 
usually on rear entrance buses, this is indicated by D after the door 


position. The letter ‘t’ after the door indicates the provision of a toilet 
whilst L after the door position shows that a wheelchair lift is fitted. 


Re-registrations 


Where a vehicle is re-registered its previous registration numbers follow 
in italic type, with the most recent given first where it has been 
registered more than once. 


Vehicle reports should be sent to 
J. G. Lidstone, 76 Thames Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2XD. 


Please mark your envelope ‘Fleet News’. 


MCW Metrobus 5361 (BYX 301V) is back in use after a 
month out of action — this added to four months of 
inactivity earlier last year. 

Volvo B10M 3318 has lost service 3 branding, replaced 
on this work by former East Herts & Essex Leyland 
Swift LBM6T/2RS/Wadham Stringer Vanguard B39F 
3335 (H350 PNO, H20 BUS, H19 BUS, H550 AMT). 


Ex-East Herts & Essex Roe-bodied Leyland Olympian 
5377 (TPD 107X) has been damaged by fire. 


National Greenway 3311 (NIW 6511, LPR 938P) is 
reported delicensed. 


Arriva Croydon & North Surrey/ 
Guildford & West Surrey AA 


Volvo B6/Plaxton Pointer B40F 3601-5 (L601-5 EKM) 
and MCW Metrobus/H45/31F 5209 (A209 OKJ) are 
inward transfers from Kent & Surrey, the B6s as 
Leyland National replacements. MCW Metrobus/MCW 
H43/28D M1275 (B275 WUL) have come from Arriva 
London, supplemented by the return of M776 

(KYV 776X) from loan to Kent & Surrey. 


Withdrawn are Nationals SNC420 (YPL 4207), 

Urban Bus 265 (PPM 892R), Volvo-engined 331 (UPB 
331S) and Greenways 364/6/78 (PDZ 6264, ERP 551T, 
SJI 5066, NEN 961R, RDZ 4278, JOX 481P). 


Cannibalised Metrobus M632 (KYV632X) has been 
sold for scrap, Nationals LNB28, LNC600, SNC420 
(JOX 528P, NOE 600R, YPL 420T) and National Urban 
Buses 202/65 (HPK 504N, PPM 892R) have passed to 
Nash, Weybridge (dealer). Leyland Leopard driver 
trainer ZDT4 (OLS 540P) has gone to Kent & Surrey. 


Arriva Cymru AA 


New Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis Darts are 
SDC573/4 (V573/4 DJC), while Darts SDC775/6/8 
(S775 RNE etc) have returned to Mistral Bus & Coach 
after use on Chester park-&-ride services. 


Arriva East Herts & Essex AA 


Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.810D/Plaxton Beaver 2 B27F 
2186/7/92/3 (R186 DNM etc) are inward transfers from 
The Shires; KYV 771X and B169 WUL are more 
H43/28D Metrobuses from Arriva London. Metrobuses 
5351/6/8 (GBU 1V, OPP 741V, DTG 366V, GBU 8V) 
have been withdrawn; 5351 is with the Selnec 
Preservation Society. 


Arriva Fox County AA 


Rare Grey-Green Scania K92CRB/East Lancs H45/31F 
E107 JYV has come from London North East, while 
Leyland Olympian ON6LXB/1RZ/Alexander H45/30F 
4524 (G524 WJF) has joined others of this batch with 
North West. 


Further to last month, DAF SB3000/Van Hool Alizée 
0209 (T209 XVO) is C49Ft for National Express work. 


Arriva Kent & Sussex AA 


Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F 5125 

(WKO 125S) returned from New Enterprise late last 
year, making it the last VR in the main fleet; it has since 
been withdrawn along with VR 5877 (FKM 877V). 


Croydon & North Surrey Leyland Leopard PSU3C/3R/ 
Alexander AYS B53F ZDT004 (OLS 540P) has been 
acquired for continued use as a driver trainer. Leyland 
Lynx 3045 (F45 ENF) has been withdrawn. Volvo B6s 
3601-5 (L601-5 EKM) and Metrobuses 5204/9 
(A204/9 OKJ) are now with Guildford & West Surrey. 
New Enterprise has Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW 
H43/31F 5133, 5853/63/9 (WKO 133S, BKE 853T, 
FKM 863/9V), but has withdrawn 5826/30 (YUM 5158S, 
BRC 8377). 


Arriva London AA 


More new DAF DB250RSLF/Alexander ALX400 
H43/21D are DLA141-50 (V341-9 DGT, V659 LGC) 
which introduce the type to Brixton’s route 59. These 
shorter buses introduce several changes in addition to 
their forward-mounted staircases; they have closed- 
circuit televisions in the cab, larger rear windows, more 
opening windows on both decks, as well as 
repositioned glass partitions by the exit doors to aid 
visibility. Similar DLA132 appeared at last year’s Lord 
Mayor’s Show with liveried front end and the remainder 
in mirror-effect, with several upper deck windows 
removed for LT roundel-adorned balloons to be waved. 
It subsequently entered service in normal livery at 
Norwood. 


PDL1-16 (V421-36 DGT), 8.5m Dennis Dart 
SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 MPD, are due soon. 


While Stagecoach and Go-Ahead have been disposing 
of similar vehicles from London, Norwood-based 
Leyland Olympian L165 (D165 FYM) has been 
refurbished internally and fitted with Voith three-speed 
transmission, the first of 41 Ls allocated to routes 2 and 
249 to be upgraded to meet London Transport tender 
renewal conditions; L162/71, 203/23 (D162 FYM etc) 
went to the Enfield engineering unit late last year as 
part of this programme. 


MCW Metrobus M469 (GYE 469W) has become a 
trainer at Edmonton and M1286 (B286 WUL) has been 
withdrawn for scrapping at Croydon. Withdrawn M456, 
663 (GYE 456W, KYV 663X) are another two converted 
to open-top at Enfield for the Original London 
Sightseeing Tour, M998 (A998 SYF) has passed to 
Arriva Scotland West, M771, 1169 (KYV 771X, 

B169 WUL) to East Herts & Essex and M1275 

(B275 WUL) to Southern Counties. Rare Scania 
K92CRB/East Lancs double-decker 107 (E107 JYV) 
has passed to Fox County. 

Former Grey Green East Lancs-bodied Scania 
N112DRB 108 (E108 JYV) has passed to the 

Jesus Army. 

MCW Metrorider MRL129 is a staff transfer vehicle at 
Edmonton, not a trainer. 


Arriva Manchester AA 


Transfers in are Dennis Dart SLF/Alexander B40F 1301 
(R301 PCW) from Arriva North West and Mercedes- 
Benz L608D/Reeve Burgess B20F 1972 (D89 VCC) 
from Cymru. 

All-white DAF SB220/Northern Counties Paladin B49F 
1700 (P904 PWW) has been operating at Wythenhawe 
on services 19/A/B/C (Altrincham-Wythenshawe/ 
Airport). 

Leyland Nationals 402/10 (MIL 5582, 6680, TOE 
486/99N) have passed to ITG (MASS), North Anston. 


Arriva Midlands North AA 


The first DAF SB120CS/Wright Cadets reported in 
service anywhere are 2219/23-5 (V219 KDA etc). They 
are at Cannock along with Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer 
MPDs 201-5 (V210-5 KDA). 


Acquisitions for Oswestry are Leyland Tiger 
TRCL10/3ARZA/Alexander Q B55F 1534/5 

(H278/9 LEF) from Arriva North East and new to 
United. Noted at Cannock recently was Arriva-liveried 
former Grey-Green Volvo B10M-50/East Lancs B41F 
H914 XYT, numbered 914; similar H918/9 XYT have 
also been transferred here. 

Former Surrey & West Sussex Dennis Dart/Carlyle 
B36F G217/8 LGK and G122/6/7 RGT have been 
placed in store at Crewe, pending rectification. 


as — 


+ @ARRIVA 


Arriva North West AA 


In from Arriva Fox County is 704 (G524 WJF), another 
Leyland Olympian ON6LXB/1RZ/Alexander H45/30F. 


Former Nova Scotia, Winsford vehicles taken into 
stock and numbered (‘News’ last month) are: 

Talbot 31-6/8/9 (F481 SDU, F488 LBA, H123 BDS, 
H904/5 HUS, H116 YUS, F518/88 HUS); 
Mercedes-Benz 811D 93/4 (G803/4 OVA); 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 164/5 (P524/5 UGA); 

Leyland Lynx 380 (D634 BBV); 

Leyland Fleetlines 475/6/81/4 (WJI 3505, 6156, 

GAJ 136/9V); 

MCW Metrobuses 771/2 (WJl 6161/2); 

Dennis Dart MPD 1331-5 (T61-65 JBA). 

Also numbered, but listed straight away for disposal 
were lvecos 27-9 (A268 POW, D25 RRP, E455 TYG); 
Talbots 30/7 (G995 LAH, H113 YUS); Dodge S56 40 
(E799 SJA); MCW Metroriders 41/2 (D640 NOE, 
F678 YOG); Leyland Nationals 438/9 (WJI 3857, 3506); 
Bristol VRT/SL3 470 (WJI 6163); and Fleetlines 472- 
4/7-80/2/3 (WJl 3502-4, 6159, RCU 8328, 

GAJ 130/4/7/8V). 


Leyland Nationals 400/12/32 (MIL 5580, ROK 468M; 
MIL 7612, TOE 495N; OOX 811R) have gone to ITG, 
Anston (dealer) and onward to Appleby, Conisholme; 
similar 403/11/7 (MIL 5573, 6681, 7617, 

TOE 487/92, 513N) and National 2s 452-60 

(DOC 32/6/8, 43/5/7, 21/2, 33V) went to Highland 
Country. Mercedes-Benz 108 (L648 DNA) was not 
transferred to Cymru as anticipated. 


Borrowed Dennis Lance 1200 (P452 BPH) returned 
some time ago to Plaxtons. 


Arriva Southend AA 


The forthcoming Alexander-bodied Dennis Tridents 
have been delayed. It is expected that they will see the 
withdrawal of all remaining Fleetlines, closing Daimler’s 
long association with Southend’s buses. In mid- 
January, Fleetlines remaining were Daimler CRL6/33s 
5343-7 (Q553/4, 475/6, 552 MEV) and Leyland 
FE33ALRs 5321 (XTE 221V) and 5331/3-42 

(MRJ 231W etc), along with part-cannibalised 5530 
(XTE 230V) which was to become a spare parts store 
at the new Short Street garage which finally opened on 
28 January. A Fleetline farewell tour is expected to be 
run, but no dates are yet available. 

The Dengie Village Link Renault Master seven-seat 
minis are 0329/31-4 (V729/31-4-JOO). 

The cannibalised remains of Daimler Fleetlines 208/16 
(JTD 388/96P) are confirmed sold to PVS, 

Barnsley (dealer). 

Fleetlines 5324/32 (XTE 224V, MRJ 232W) were 
loaned briefly to First Red Bus (see under 

that heading). 

Leyland Lynx LX1126LXCTZR1S/B47F 3339 

(E889 KYW) has been on loan as a driver trainer — the 
first Lynx to operate with Southend. 

Once superbly restored Leyland Titan PD3/6/Massey 
335 (CJN 435C), recently repatriated from Danny 
Chabaud in France, has not been preserved after all, 
but has been painted yellow and stripped out as a 
playbus instead. 

Efforts by the company (and your columnist) to find a 
sympathetic owner for the last halfcab, 1949 open-top 
AEC Regent IIl/Park Royal special events vehicle 1174 
(KTF 594) concluded in January, when it passed to the 
growing fleet of historic vehicles of Rexquote, Taunton. 


Arriva Yorkshire AA 


Dennis Arrow 506 did not enter service until 

1 December, but it was followed soon after by 510, so 
all 10 were at work for the first time since acquisition 
many months ago. 

The latest Leyland Lynx II to be refurbished is 358 
(H358 WWY). 

Optare MetroRider 757 (N757 LWW) has moved from 
Pontefract to Heckmondwike. 

Lynxes 284 and 301 (F284, 301 AWW) and Leyland 
Olympian 562 (A562 KWY) have been withdrawn and 
sold to unidentified buyers, while Lynx 259 (E259 TUB) 
is with The Eagre, Morton re-registered 7126 RE. 
Mercedes-Benz Vario O.810s 763/6/7 (R763 DUB etc) 
are also withdrawn, presumably pending transfer to 
another Arriva fleet. 


Aston Express, Killamarsh 


This Derbyshire operator's second Dennis Dart/Plaxton 
MPD B29F is confirmed as 247 (V247 BNV). 


Avon, Birkenhead 


Former Hull Dennis Dominator/East Lancs H45/30F 
E133 SAT is ex-Stagecoach Transit. 


Avro, Corringham 


Former Stevensons Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW 
PFA 50W is in this Essex fleet, along with rarer East 
Lancs-bodied VR NFW 35V new to Lincoln. 
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Beestons, Hadleigh, Suffolk 


Former London Country Leyland Olympian 
ONTL11/1R/Roe H43/29F TPD 108/13/21X work on 
services 90/91 (Hadleigh-Sudbury). 


DAF SB220/Optare Delta G251-3 EHD operate the 
Ipswich-Sudbury service; they did not operate with 
Burtons of Haverhill as reported before. 


Birmingham Coach Company, 


Tividale 
Optare Excel L1150 R98 HUA has been on loan. 


Former Classic Coaches Leyland Nationals JUB 642V 
and EPD 539V and ex-Stagecoach WBN 473T and 
SJI 4559 are route-branded for Diamond Service 310 
(see ‘Service Extra’, page 35). 

Ex-Shearings Plaxton Paramount-bodied Leyland Tiger 
E696 UNE is owned along with Duple 320-bodied DAF 
WIB 5749. 


Biss Brothers, Stansted Airport 


New are Plaxton Cheetah-bodied Mercedes-Benz Vario 
V351 EKY and Plaxton Excalibur-bodied Volvo B10M- 
62 V361 EKY, delivered after the business was 
acquired by Associated, Harlow. 


Blackburn Transport 


Ex-London General Optare MetroRiders 604-6/10-5 
(J697/9, 704/10/01/8/3, 694 CGK, K223 MGT) have 
been upseated to B29F from B2é6F. 

Volvo B10M/Caetano 318 (C673 KDS) has passed to 
Wilkinson, South Shields and Leyland Leopard 411 
(TSU 639W) to Ribble Valley, Goosnargh. 


Blackpool Transport 


Sadly, the last Leyland Titan PD3 — marking the last of 
the type to operate in quantity with their original owner 
— is to be withdrawn imminently. Following the recent 
demise of driver trainers 907/16 (HFR 507/16E), 
Blackpool Council's permanent way PD3 HFR 506E (a 
gang vehicle complete with toilet and kitchen), along 
with ex-Chesterfield Leyland Atlantean/Northern 
Counties PNU 114K, is being replaced by surplus ex- 
Fylde/Hull Atlanteans 489/92 (RIB 4089, NIW 8492). 


Yellow/black HandyBus-liveried 261-9/71/2 (V261 HEC 
etc) are the first of 15 B28F Optare Solos, with 273-6 
outstanding. There will be no 270. Only 261-3 had 
emerged by December as type trainers, with entry into 
revised services expected in January or possibly 
February, when they were to replace the 17 remaining 
Volkswagen LT55/Optare CityPacers — the last with 
their original owners and the vehicles which launched 
the HandyBus identity. CityPacer 569 (E569 OCW) has 
been withdrawn and cannibalised prior to disposal. 


Pending the Solos’ launch, Atlanteans including coach- 
seated 364 continued to appear on minibus duties 
owing to a shortage of ‘three legged’ minibus drivers 
who can tackle the CityPacers’ manual-gearboxes; 
Blackpool used to train ‘junior’ drivers on the PD3s. 
Indeed, replacement Atlantean trainers 322/3 retained 
fleet livery and had not yet been renumbered 922/3. Of 
the 64 Atlanteans built to Blackpool’s specifications, a 
surprising 58 survive; 319/35/42 were lost in a 1986 
depot fire. 


Former Fylde Atlanteans 453/5/70/81/7/9/92 remain 
stored at Blackpool Council’s Layton depot. 452 
(TKH 266H) has passed to the Ribble Vehicle 
Preservation Trust for spares, 465 (ONF 660R) to 
Archway, Poulton for school contracts with blue skirt 
and cream centre band. 470 (TSD 571S) has gone to 
an unidentified buyer and 467 (ONF 673R) is at the 
Pilot Boat Inn, Dulas, Anglesey after conversion to a 
playbus in Doncaster. By contrast, 480 (HRN 100N) 
has been outshopped in latest livery on expiry of its 
advertisement. 478-83, the oldest vehicles in the fleet, 
are restricted to schools work. 


Northern Counties Paladin-rebodied Atlantean single- 
deckers 134-7 (TKU 462/5/6/9K) have been sold to 
Wacton, Bromyard (dealer); 135/6 passed to staunch 
Leyland operator Green Bus, Great Wyrley and 137 to 
Perry, Bromyard as WNT 244. 


DAF/Optare Delta 126 is being refurbished to the same 
high standard as 127-30. 


Black Prince Buses, Morley 


Yet more acquired Scania double-deckers from 
Newport are N112DH/East Lancs H47/31F 27/8 
(C27/8 ETG), with similar 29-34 expected to follow. 


Former MTL Scania F428 GWG is in red/yellow livery 
and, together with F426 GWG, has been upseated 
from H43/33F to the H47/33F standard of F425 GWG. 
Older ex-Newport Scania/Marshall double-deckers 95, 
100 (PTG 95, 100Y) have been withdrawn, while 
cannibalised Wadham Stringer-bodied Scania single- 
decker RUH 18Y has been sold to Wigley, Carlton 
(dealer) for scrap (without being used in service), along 
with Scania double-deckers 88, 90/1 (JBO 88W etc). 


Leeds Suburban has withdrawn single-deck Scania 10 


(RUH 10Y) and Marshall-bodied double-deckers 97/8 
(PTG 97/8Y). 

Optare MetroRider MR15 237 is B31F and was part- 
exchanged for older MetroRider 289 (N289 DWY), 
withdrawn and returned to Optare. 


Bluebird, Middleton 


New V4 BLU, a Scania N113DRB/East Lancs Cityzen 
double-decker similar to V3 BLU, has been on loan to 
Brighton & Hove. 

Unique Iveco TurboCity double-decker J227 OKX has 
been repainted in fleet livery and former Blackburn 
MCW Metrorider F616 UBV has been numbered 11. 
Mercedes-Benz Varios 52-54 have gone to other 
Greater Manchester PTE work, following the loss of 
their route-branded Manchester city centre Centreline 
contract to First Manchester. 

Withdrawn Volvo B58 21 (PBZ 9056) has been sold to 
Furlong, Kirkby. 

East Lancs EL2000-rebodied Leyland Leopards 69, 70 
(MAZ 4969/70) have been advertised for sale but 
remained in service at the time of writing. 


Border Buses, Burnley SG 


MCW Metrobuses 207 (BOK 7V) and 250 (C959 HWF) 
are in yellow corporate livery; 250's rear lower saloon 
window has been panelled over. 

Leyland Leopards 473/4 (WEX 827X, XPW 876X) and 
Leyland Tigers 483/4 (LIB 1183/4) have been 
withdrawn. Metrobus 252 (C952 LWW) has gone 

to Burtons. 


Brentwood Coaches, Little Waltham 


Former Hedingham Plaxton-bodied Leyland Tiger 
F145 SPV is with this Essex fleet. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 


Opposite: 

Arriva Colchester 
3325 (E564 BNK) is 
one of two Plaxton 
Derwent-bodied 
Volvo B10Ms 
transferred from the 
Herts & Essex fleet. 
They were new to 
Sampsons of 
Hoddesden. 

JOHN PODGORSKI 


Left: 

The first low-floor 
buses for Bebb, 
Llantwit Fardre are 
three Optare Excels 
mentioned in ‘Fleet 
News’ last month 
and used on 
Beddau-Cardiff 
express journeys. 
V81 JKG is seen in 
Church Village. 
JOHN JONES 
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Brighton & Hove 


Two Scania N113DRB/East Lancs double-deckers have 
been on loan from East Lancs while Dennis Tridents 
were returned under warranty for body repairs. They 
were Nottingham City 351 (L851 MRR) and V4 BLU, a 
stock-built Cityzen destined for Bluebird, Middleton but 
operated in white with B&H fleetnames and 
fleetnumber 782. In addition, Scania L94UB/Wright 
Axcess Floline B41F S350 SET has been on loan. 


Refurbished ex-London General Dennis Dart 31 has 
entered service. Darts 1-4, 6 and 8 have been 
repainted into Metro Line 7 mauve, but mauve 
minibuses 342/4, former Line 1 burgundy Dennis 
Lances 103/8/9/11-6 and Scanias 703/9 have been 
painted in standard red. 

Further to last month’s list, only 10 Bristol VRT/SL3 
were still in use at the time of writing — 
250/9/60/4/5/72/3/7-9 (JWV 250/9/60/4/5/72/3W, 
VVV 964/58/9W). 


Bullock, Cheadle 


Eight East Lancs Lolyne-bodied Dennis Tridents are 
reported on order in place of Plaxton President-bodied 
Volvo B7Ls. 

Scania N112/Van Hool bus E213 FLD has been re- 
registered BUI 1424. 

MCW Metrobus JIL 8207 (A113 XWE) has gone to 
Brown, Aboyne and ex-Newport Scania N112 JIL 8210 
(JBO 79W) went to Thomas, Cheltenham. 


Burtons Coaches, Haverhill 

Former Mainline dual purpose MCW Metrobuses 
C952/3/5 LWJ have been reunited in stock here, 952 
having been transferred from Border Buses. Leyland 
Olympian ONLXB/1R/ECW H45/32F TSO 12X has 
been added, ex-Stagecoach Fife. 

Plaxton-bodied Dennis Javelins M30, 40 TGM have 
gone to Tellings-Golden Miller in exchange for 

N30, 40 TGM. 


Roe-bodied Leyland Atlanteans CWF 738T and 


DW4J 566V have been returned to Guide Friday after 
three years’ use here in Suffolk. Similar DWJ 567V is 
being cannibalised. 


Buzz, Harlow 


Former CentreWest Marshall Minibus/Marshall B26F 
R102/10/5, 705 VLX have all entered service. 


Cambridge Coach Services 


Volvo Olympian DPs 91/2 (R91/2 GTM) and Volvo 
B10M-62s 301-15/9/22-5/47 (M301-8 BAV, N309- 
12 VAV, P313-5 DVE, G519 LWU, F422-5 DYG, 
H647 UWR) all passed to AirLinks (see 

‘News’ December). 


Cedar, Bedford 


Rare ex-Nottingham Dennis Falcon V DDA403/East 
Lancs H50/38D 1 (WRR 396Y) — the last vehicle in 
red/cream livery — has been burnt out and withdrawn. 
Five secondhand Leyland Atlanteans acquired are: 


FLEET: 

BASED: 
FOUNDED: 
WHAT DOES IT 
OPERATE?: 


1972 


LIVERY: 

HOW MANY 
VEHICLES?: 
MOST UNUSUAL 
VEHICLES: 


David Corbel of London Ltd 
6 Cambrose Avenue, Edgware 


EERIE 


Contracts, school contracts, private hires, excursions and 
tours. Includes weddings, funerals, Bar Vitzvahs 
and anything else north London can throw at it, 
says the company. 

Pink and blue 

Fluctuates between 11 and 12, mostly full-size coaches, 
plus a couple of limousines. 
At present, some 70-seat UVG-bodied Dennis Javelins 
used on school contracts and other work that demands 
this much capacity. Their arrival allowed Corbel to sell its 
last double-deckers. 


AN68A/2R/Alexander 1 (YJI 1310, VCU 3047) and 
AN68B/1R/Alexander H45/33F 14 (Ydl 1317, 

KSD 62W) both re-registered after purchase from AC 
Travel, Speke; OK-liveried AN68A/2R/MCW H49/37F 
15 (YNL 219V) from Go North East; AN68B/1R/Roe 
H43/30F 16 (KPJ 244W) ex-Geoff Amos, Daventry and 
although sold for scrap, extensively worked upon and 
now in use still in Amos colours; and AN68B/1R/Roe 
H43/31F WAG 368X ex-Eastbourne and still in 

that livery. 

Iveco 59.10/Marshall C31 B29F P27 KOP ex-KD, 
North Wales. 

Leyland Fleetline OCU 804R has been sold to West 
Kent Coach Sales (dealer), together with Daimler 
Fleetline VRS 152L, which has amassed 16 years’ 
service here. 


Cedric, Wivenhoe 


The last double-decker in this Essex operator's older- 
style orange/yellow, Bristol VRT/SL3 HWJ 934W, is in 
an overall advertising livery for Brian Burton 

Engines, Colchester. 


Chambers, Bures 


Former Serverse Mercedes-Benz 811D/Plaxton 
M46 POL is in service with this Suffolk operator. 


Chase Bus Services, Chasetown 


This Leyland National-dominated West Midlands 
operation has acquired Dennis Dart SLF/UVG 
$407 JUA. 


Chester City Transport 


New Dennis Dart SLF/Marshall Capital B37F 368-74 
(V368-74 KLG) introduce a blue and cream livery with 
Blue Diamond branding. 

The two ex-East Midland Leyland National 2 
NL116L11/1R/B52F, were repainted in Chester’s 
traditional maroon/cream by their former owner and are 
confirmed as 318/20 (LAG 188V, HWJ 620W). 

Volvo B6BLE/Wright demonstrator T290 ROF was on 
loan last year before its sale, as was MAN NL222/East 
Lancs N222 LFR. 

Popular Guy Arab Ill G1 (RFM 641) has gone on 
permanent loan to the Pacific Road Transport Museum 
in Birkenhead; Wirral Council has bought rebodied 
Daimler Fleetline 75 (OFM 957K) on behalf of the 
museum. Leyland Leopard 80 (TMB 880R) has passed 
to a private preservationist in Chester. 


Chester’s, Walkden 


This Manchester-area operator has Volvo B10M/ 
Plaxton Paramount 3500 C53Ft H641 UWR, 
ex-Stagecoach Oxford. 


Claribel, Birmingham 


Further new Optare Excels are L1150/B47F V385- 
8/90/2 KVY. 


Coachmaster (Houston Ramm), 
Melling, nr Rochdale 


Further vehicles recorded here are Scania N112CRB/ 
East Lancs B51F E76 RCS, ex-Stagecoach Western 
(new to AA Buses); ex-London Central Leyland Titan 
TNLXB2RRsp/Leyland H44/26D A923 SYE, 

A615/53 THV; and ex-Mainline MCW Metrobus 
DR104/12/H47/33F B927/31 CDT. Some have been 
advertised for sale and the Titans have run in London 
red, rather than fleet yellow. 


Cumbria Classic Coaches 


Former Alexander 1949 Leyland Tiger PS1/1/Alexander 
C35F CWG 286 (see ‘Preservation’ June Buses) has 
been providing the free ‘Kendal Clipper’ service around 
the Cumbrian town (lucky Kendal). 

Former Preston 1949 Tiger PS1/East Lancs CRN 80 
has been freshly painted in traditional Preston crimson 
and cream, while refurbished ex-Alexander 1934 
Leyland Lion WG 2373 with 1947 Burlingham C35F 
body is to be used in gentle service in the Eden Valley 
this year. Interestingly, it features a centre throttle (ie 
clutch on left and brake pedal on right). 

1949 Commer Commando/Scottish Aviation C29F 
TSK 736 (CMS 9) is undergoing thorough restoration 
at Bowber Head into its original Lawson, Kirkintilloch 
maroon/cream. 


Cumfy Coaches, Southport 


Unusual ex-Hyndburn Reeve Burgess Harrier-bodied 
Leyland Swifts J263/4 KRN have come from 
Stagecoach Ribble. 


Don’s, Dunmow, Essex 


Dennis Javelin/Marcopolo C51Ft M706 HBC has come 
from Bennett, Hayes End. 


March 2000 


Easton, Stratton Strawless 


Former Eastern Counties Leyland National 2 
MDS 868V (ex-Kelvin Central) has joined this 
Norfolk fleet. 


Emblings, Guyhirn, Cambs 
Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlantean AVK 144V is in 
use, but former Southdown Bristol VRT/SL UUF 110J 
has been replaced by highbridge former Ribble 
VRT/SL3/501 (Gardner) SJI 6569 (LHG 439T) ex- 
Kime, Folkingham. 

Bova Futura A154 RUM is ex-St Ives Travel. 


Ensignbus, Purfleet 


More news from before the sale of the bus operations 
to Town & Country (‘News’ last month) is that ex-Travel 
West Midlands MCW Metrobuses GOG 261/9W were 
repainted in blue/silver fleet livery; GOG 261W is 
confirmed as numbered 161. Similar GOG 138/74, 
256/65W were numbered 128/74/56/65. 

Further Metrobuses acquired for use at Bluewater 
shopping centre were 240/2-4 (BYX 140/2, 243V, 

EYE 244V, GYE 570W), ex-London United, and ex- 
Metroline GYE 570W from Metroline. 

Ex-Selkent Leyland Olympians C57, 105 CHM were 
used in London red and some of Ensign’s dealer stock 
Metrobuses provided pre-Christmas coach park 
shuttles at Lakeside shopping centre. 


Fargo, Rayne, Essex 

TPD 105/11X, the Leyland Olympian ONTL11/1R/Roe 
H43/29F which spent a few months with Thamesway, 

are in stock, as is ONLXB/1R/ECW H45/32F TSO 21X 
from Stagecoach Fife. 


Finglands, Rusholme EY 


Volvo B10Ms 1422-7, ex-Trent Citybuses 1713/7, Volvo 
Olympians 1739-48 and MCW Metrobuses 1726-30 
have been fitted with cab anti-assualt screens. 


First BeeLine FG 


New are Scania L94UB/Wright Axcess Floline B40F 
SW826-32 (V826-32 FSC). Are these the park-&-ride 
buses reported as Volvos in the January issue? 
Renault S75/Wright B28F RW5/6/9/20/4-6/9/33/5/7- 
9/45/8/04/8/1 9/22/3/31/43/39-41)1901-25 (HDZ 5405 
etc) have been transferred to First Manchester. 


First Calderline FG 


First Manchester Volvo B6BLE/Wright B36F 6708 
(T708 PND) has been on loan. 

Leyland Fleetline 7236 (TWH 691T) has been 
withdrawn as has 8534 (RWT 534R), the ex-West 
Yorkshire PTE Plaxton Derwent-bodied Leyland 
Leopard of 1976. It was in Todmorden livery, and was 
the last vehicle in a retro livery; the other Leopards in 
the batch 8501-35 were withdrawn in 1992. 


First Capital FG 


Dennis Darts DMS330-5 are V330-2 GBY, V433 HBY, 
V334/5 GBY. 


691/2 are the first Docklands Light Railway-liveried 
Darts (691-6) to lose this livery for expected 
redeployment on route W11. 

Ex-Thamesway Mercedes-Benz minis 600/6, 937 
(F800/1 RHK, H346 LUN) have been despatched to 
Western National. 


First CentreWest FG 


‘Mini’ 8.9m Dennis Dart SLF/Marshall Capital B25F 
DMS356-61 (V356-61 DLH) have been delivered to 
Orpington. Arrival of similar buses at Greenford has 
released ML103/8/9/11 (R103 VLX etc), London's last 
Marshall Minibuses, which have been returned to their 
manufacturer in Cambridge. 


Former Hotel Express Darts DML249-52 (809-11 DYE, 
292 CLT) have been re-registered R677-80 MEW and 
have been transferred within FirstGroup to Bristol 
International Airport. Plaxton-bodied Dart D33 

(133 CLT) has been re-registered N633 ACF, allowing 
these five former Routemaster registrations to go on to 
BeeLine coaches. 


MCW Metrobuses M360, 886, 1054 (GYE 360W, 

OJD 886Y, A754 THV) have gone to PVS, Barnsley 
(dealer) for scrap. Wright-bodied Darts DW90/2/6/8/9, 
101/2 (JDZ 2390/2/6/8/9, KDZ 5101/2) have passed to 
Eastern National and are being refurbished/reseated to 
B30F before use. Mercedes Vario/Marshall MM25/6 
(P825/6 NAV) are now with Northampton and Renault 
$75/Wright RW60 (HDZ 5460) is no longer in stock. 


First Eastern Counties FG 


Ipswich has Scania L94UB/Wright Axcess Floline 587/8 
(V587/8 DVF), while Bury St Edmunds town services 
have gone to low-floor operation using Dennis 
Dart/Plaxton Pointer MPD B29F 356-63 (V356- 

63 DVG), former Dart SLF demonstrator 2 (S551 WAT) 
and SLF/Marshall Capital B31F 355 (S979 JLM), all 
with ‘The Shuttle’ branding. They have ousted ex- 
London DW-class Darts. 

As recorded in the December issue, Volvo B6s 395- 
400(L102-6 PWR, L601 MWC), have been transferred 
to Leicester. They have been joined by 413/4 

(N345/6 CJA). They are reported to have been 


replaced at Ipswich by Scania L113CRL/Wright Axcess- 


ultralow B47F 581-3 (R341-3 SUT) from Northampton 
and at Norwich by B40F 584/5 (R344/5 SUT) from 
Leicester, but they have been First Glasgow SS111-5 
since October. 


The largest concentrations of the Bristol VRs can now 
be found at Lowestoft and Norwich. VR 303 (PRC 
848X) terminated its career with an entaglement with 
an overhanging building in Woodbridge. 


Disposals are of Bristol VRT/SL3 292 (VEX 292X), 
Leyland Nationals 344/6 (OSG 74V, GSC 856T) to 
Stephenson, Rochford (dealer) and VRT/SL2s 321/2 
(NCK 980J, OCK 995k) to Guide Friday. 


First Eastern National FG 


For the Quality Bus Partnership in Chelmsford come 
Dennis Dart SLF/Alexander ALX200 B37F 739-44 
(V739-44 GPU), dedicated to service 42 (Galleywood- 
Broomfield Hospital). Satellite tracking is to be used 
from the spring, so ‘next bus’ information can be 
displayed at bus stops along the route. 

Also new are Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Marshall 
B23F 430-5 (V430-5 GTW) at Bishops Stortford for 
Village Link services in special yellow/red livery. 

It is confirmed that Eastern Counties’ five Northern 
Counties Paladin B49F-bodied Dennis Lance 
11SDA3101 are being acquired. First is 1517 


(K737 JAH), followed by 1516/20 (K736/40 JAH) and to 


joined by 1518/9 (K738/9 JAH). 

Also acquired are Dennis Dart 8.5SDL/Wright B26F 
861-7 (JDZ 2390/2/6/8/9, KDZ 5101/2) from 
CentreWest. Acquired only for cannibalising at Clacton, 
but still numbered, is Leyland Olympian/ECW 
DPH45/32F 901 (ULS 601X) from First Edinburgh. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

EY — EYMS Group 

FG — First Group 

GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 

NX — National 
Express 

SG — Status Bus & 
Coach Group 

ST — Stagecoach 
Holdings 

YT — Yorkshire 
Traction 


First Eastern 
National 435 
(V435 GTW) is one 
of at least six 
Mercedes-Benz 
Varios with Marshall 
bodywork for 
Village Link duties. 
They are ina 
red/yellow livery 
similar to First 
Eastern Counties. 
JOHN PODGORSKI 
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ENGLAND & WALES 


First Western 
National is 
replacing its Bristol 
VRs with cascaded 
Metrobuses from 
CentreWest in 
London, 311 

(BYX 311V) is seen 
in service in 
Plymouth in early 
December, with its 
centre door 
removed. 

MARK BAILEY 
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Vehicle shortages at Chelmsford prompt Leyland 
Nationals to appear on services 350/1 and 
Leyland Lynxes on branded Diamond Service 
(Stansted-Southend). 


Braintree’s last double-decker, Bristol VRT/SL3 3092, 
has gone to Colchester in exchange for Leyland 
National 1899, after a drop in loadings on school 
contract 509. Clacton’s last VRs have been replaced by 
Olympians. The three remaining ex-Yorkshire Rider 
VRs (3227/8/30) are back together at Colchester — 
3227/8 after a spell at Clacton. 


Former Airport Coach Company Leyland National 
XEH 254M has been cannibalised, but unused ex- 
Eastern Counties National 1770 (XNG 7708S) has 
passed to a preservationist in Suffolk. Ex-Thamesway 
Mercedes-Benz 709Ds H362 LUN, H377 OHK are 
stored at Clacton, but National 1886 is being 
cannibalised there. 


First Leeds FG 


Scania L94UB/Wright Axcess Floline B43F 8133/7/8 
(V133/7/8 ESC) are now back from loan to First 
Edinburgh, leaving only 8136 (V136 ESC) to return. 
Scanias L113CRLs 8402/5 (M402/5 UUB) have 

lost their guidewheels and are relegated to non- 
guided routes. 

Withdrawn ex-Bradford Leyland Atlanteans 6359/60 
(VWW 359/60X) have been transferred here for 
possible service. First Manchester Atlantean 
AN68B/1R/Northern Counties H43/32F 4459 

(SND 459X) and AN68D/1R/Northern Counties 
H43/32F 4542 (ANA 542Y), along with MCW 
Metrobus/MCW H43/30F 5547 (A547 KUM) are 
further vehicles on loan for schools work at Bramley. All 
apart from Metrobuses 5541/6 had returned 

by early December. 

Leyland Leopard driver trainer 9973 has been on loan 
to Bradford, but Atlantean tree-lopper 9339 is back 
from York. 


First Mainline FG 


Dennis Dart/Plaxton MPD V264 BNV — of Supertravel, 
Speke and in Merseytravel yellow — has been 
inspected at Rotherham. 

Two former Mainline Dennis Dominator 
DDA901/Alexander RH H46/32F, 2440/4 (B440/4 
CKW), have been re-acquired. They came from First 
Capital, via Leicester; 2440 is at Rotherham, but 2444 
has been cannibalised. 

Dominator 2476 and Volvo B6 498 have been 
refurbished, with 499 to follow. 


Renault S56s 317/23 (G317/23 NWB) have been 
withdrawn and Dominators 2133/351/8 (MWB 853W, 
B351/8 CDT) have passed to PVS, Carlton (dealer). 
2001, one of the 13 Leyland-DAB articulated buses in 
the reserve fleet, has been on loan to First Manchester 
at Oldham. 


First Manchester FG 


Wright-bodied Scania L94UBs 121-41 are expected to 
be registered V142/22 DND, V330 DBU, V124- 

41 DND) and Mercedes-Benz Citaros 301-30 are 
expected to be V301-20 DBU, V991-8/89/90 DND. 


1601-3 (V41-43 DTE) are Optare Solos branded for the 
central Manchester Centreline route. Solo demonstrator 
V236 LWU and Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer MPD B29F 
demonstrator S551 WAT (numbered 9815) have been 
on loan. 


Other loans have been of Volvo B6-50/Alexander Dash 
B40F N326 HUA (numbered 9813), in white with a 
purple band and fleetnames, B6LE/Wright B38F 

N416 KPS from Volvo and — to cover while articulated 
Volvos underwent modifications — Arriva Bus & Coach 
DAF SB220s M822 RCP (Northern Counties Paladin 
B49F) and M764 RCP (Ikarus Citibus B41F). 


Surprising transfers inward — some for First Pioneer — 
are Renault S75/Wright B28F 1901-25 

(HDZ 5405/6/9/20/4-6/9/33/5/7- 

9/45/8/04/8/1 9/22/3/31/43/39-41) from BeeLine; many 
have been repainted orange for service at Bolton. 


Volvo Citybus B10M-50/Northern Counties H45/31F 
7001/2/6/7 (H701 GVM etc) have returned to Bury from 
long-term loan to First Edinburgh, with 7004 expected 
to follow. 


Now withdrawn are Leyland Atlanteans 4616/58 
(ANA 616Y, A658 HNB) and MCW Metrobuses 

5064/85/171/2, 5541/6/7 (MRJ 64W, ORJ 85W, 
ANA 171/2Y, A541/6/7 KUM). 


Atlanteans dispersed are 4474/97 (SND 474/97X) to 
First York, 4498/542/78 (SND 498X, ANA 542/78Y) to 
Leeds, 4616/58 (ANA 616Y, A658 HNB) to PMT for 
Pennine operations, Metrobus 5171 (ANA 171Y) to 
Calderline, 5546/7 (A546/7 KUM) to Leeds and 6026- 
33 (R226-33 SBA) to First Edinburgh. 

Atlanteans 4507/16/677/732 (SND 507/16X, 

A677 HNB, A732 LNC) have been cannibalised 

at Bury. 

Bolton depot is first to gain new ERG System 4000 
electronic ticket machines, used in conjunction with 
smartcards. 


First Midland Red FG 


Former Badgerline Leyland National 2/B52F BOU 5, 8V 
are in stock, BOU 5V full livery and BOU 8V with First 
Midland Red-liveried front and remainder in Badgerline 
green/yellow. 


First Pioneer FG 


Mercedes-Benz 811D/Optare StarRider B33F 1717 
(F597 FAM), Renault S75/Wright B28F 1909/10/2 
(HDZ 5433/5/8) and Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton 6007-11 
(P307-11 LND) are transfers in from First Manchester, 
while Dart SLF/Wright 6512-6 (P512-6 HND) have 
moved the opposite way. 


BYX 3lIV 


First PMT FG 


Allocations of recently recorded deliveries are of Optare 
Solos 64-72 to Moreton (64), Ellesmere Port (65) 
Chester (68-71) and Cheadle (72), Scania L94UBs 
830-2 and Dennis Darts 982-9 (Burslem) and Darts 
988/9 (Cheadle). 

The fascinating ex-Singapore Volvo 
Olympian/Alexander, 700 (K174 EUX, SBS 7204), has 
been rebuilt to H42/28F layout and transferred to 
Pennine; it is reported that just five more will follow. 
Acquired ex-Calderline Leyland Olympian 
ONCL10/1RZ/Northern Counties H47/29F F160 XYG is 
numbered 888. It has also gone to Pennine along with 
similar 887 (F156 XYG). 


After a period on loan, Leyland Tiger/Alexander N B55F 
G67 RND has been acquired and numbered 299 and 
has been on Pennine work. Mercedes-Benz 
709D/Plaxton Beaver B27F N257/9 DUR, numbered 
82/3, have been on loan from Mistral Bus & Coach at 
Newcastle and Adderley Green respectively. 


| am pleased to record that former customer 
service unit Bristol RESL6L/ECW P198 (JEH 198k) 
has been acquired for preservation by a member of 
Potteries Omnibus Preservation Society. 


Mercedes-Benz 709Ds MMM470/4 (E470 MVT, 
E41 JRF) and Renault-Dodge S56s MRP518/30 
(E818 HBF, E526 NEH) have gone to Erith 
Commercials (dealer). 


First Red Bus FG 


Former Southend Leyland Fleetline FE33ALR/Northern 
Counties H49/31D 5324/32 (XTE 224V, MRJ 232W) 
were placed in service in both Exeter and Barnstaple, 
but had such difficulty climbing hills at both locations 
that both were returned to Ensign, Purfleet (dealer) 
after a few weeks and were replaced by ex-Mainline 
Rolls Royce-engined MCW Metrobuses 9826/7 (JHE 
148/50W) from First Capital. The Fleetlines have 
automatic gearboxes with no manual over-ride. 


Acquisitions are ex-Glasgow Leyland Atlantean 
AN68A/1R/Alexander H45/33F 1103 (LSU 81V) and 
Bristol VRT3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F 1265 (UAR 588W) 
from First Cymru. 1103 retained its United Welsh livery 
and fleetnumber 955 and is was expected to provide 
spares for other Atlanteans; 1265 was white with 
Brewers fleetnames. 


First Thamesway FG 


Volvo B10M-62s 601/5 are the first to don Green Line 
livery for revamped services 721/2/3 now shared with 
Arriva Southend. 612-5, surplus to requirements, were 
being kept to cover for the repainting programme, then 
were to go to Eastern Counties. 613/5 (N613/5 APU) 
are officially withdrawn. None of these coaches has 
ever carried Thamesway fleetnames. 


Former reserve stock Bristol VRT/SL3 3226 

(DWU 2987) is in latest ‘Anglia’ livery of yellow with 
maroon skirt and has joined 3069 and 3113 at Hadleigh 
where increased loads on schools services have 
prompted a return of seven double-deckers. VR 3222 
(BEP 963V) has not been withdrawn after all and 
continues in use at Basildon. 


Hadleigh also has the last Leyland National in daily 
use, 1803 (TJN 502R). Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 
322/45/57 (H328/55 LUN, H368 OHk), and 811D 809 
(K809 DJN) have been withdrawn for disposal. Only 86 
vehicles are allocated to Basildon, 77 to Hadleigh 
(serving the Southend area) and just 22 at Romford. 


First Western National FG 


In a break with past practice, Bristol VRs are being 
replaced with former First Capital MCW Metrobuses. 
Those noted so far are 276 (FUT 36V) and 
311/3/30/2/9 (BYX 311V, EYE 343/30/2/19V). Their 
MCW bodies are losing their centre doors and anti- 
assault cab screens, as well as being fitted with revised 
indicator displays. Rolls Royce engined Metrobuses 
119/77 from Capital have been on loan at Plymouth, 
while Camborne has been using ex- 

Stagecoach Selkent Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1RH/ 
ECW H42/26D C64 CHM, numbered 9824. 

VRs have still been arriving in recent months, with 
VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F 263/4 (VEX 288X, 
PVG 27W) coming from Eastern Counties, while 
VRT/SL3/680 (re-engined to Gardner 6LXB) 9821 
(DHW 351W) and standard 9823 (STW 29W) came 
from Bristol. VRs 1261/2 have been rebuilt from 
H43/27D to H43/31F. 


Cymru has provided Mercedes-Benz 

709D/Reeve Burgess B23F 6660 (F318 AWN) and 
B25F 6661 (F605 AWN). As yet un-numbered are 
Leyland Lynx/DP F101 GRM from BeeLine, Mercedes- 
Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 B29F 

$550/2/6 BNV and similar but B31F S312 DLG from 
unconfirmed sources. 

Volvo Olympians 801-4 have been renumbered 1801-4. 


First York FG 


First Leeds Leyland Atlantean AN68A/1R/Roe driver 
trainer/tree-lopper/mobile office 9339 (GUG 547N) was 
on loan, only to be replaced by First Mainline’s 
AN68A/1R/Roe trainer 9105 (VET 6118S). 


The repaint of Leyland National 363 out of York-West 
Yorkshire commemorative livery leaves its successor’s 
fleet with no red buses for the first time since 1928. 


Fishwick, Leyland 


New DAF SB120CS/Wright Cadet 1 (L1 JFS) returned 
to Wright's after its appearance at Coach & Bus 99 and 
had not returned for service by mid-December. 
Fleetnumber 1 was recently vacated by withdrawn 
Leyland National 1 (NFR 558T). 


DAF-engined Nationals 6, 11, 28 and 34 (NFR 559/607, 
FBV 524S, XCW 957R) have returned to main line 
work from schools, following the arrival of the two 
Bristol VRs reported last month. Competition from Blue 
Bus has led to an increase in frequency on Preston- 
Leyland service 111. 


Flagfinders, Braintree 


Renault Master/Rohill Harrier B16F V240/1 JKE 
operate a free service between Braintree Freeport 
Shopping Village and the town centre. 


Flight, Birmingham 
New here are Volvo B10M-62/Plaxton Expressliners 


V448/9 EAL in Flightlink colours. Earlier Expessliners 
S364/5 OOB are on Volvo B10M-66SE chassis. 


Fowler, Holbeach Drove, Lincs 


New but not previously reported are Scania L941B/Van 
Hool T9 C53F 7744 JHE and Volvo B7R/Plaxton Prima 
C53F T110 JBC. 


Acquired Leyland Atlanteans are Park Royal H45/30F- 
bodied UPK 135S from Arriva Surrey & West Sussex 
and Alexander H49/37F-bodied AVK 154V from 
Stagecoach Busways. Other acquisitions are Dennis 
Javelin/Plaxton Premiere C53F L701 MRA from Felix, 
Stanley; Bedford YLQ/Duple Dominant C45F FFL 164V 
(CVE 7V) from Porter, Great Totham and ‘heritage’ 
Bedford SB3/Duple Bella Vega C41F ADL 459B from 
Harris, Catshill. Leyland Tiger YPD 136Y has been sold. 


Goodwin, Eccles 


New for this Manchester-area operator are Mercedes- 
Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Cheetah C33F V4, 33 BUS. 


D163 WTV and D164 UTO, Scania K92CRB/East 
Lancs B51F new to Kettlewell, Retford and which 
served subsequently with Capital Citybus and North 
Western before reaching Alpine, Llandudno, have been 
acquired. One has been re-registered WSV 541. 


Secondhand Volvos added are B10M-60/Plaxton 
Paramount 3500 C48Ft H650 UWR from Stagecoach 
Oxford, B10M-61/Van Hool Alizée C48Ft 601 MMA 
from Voel, Dyserth and B10M-62/Plaxton Premiere 350 
C49Ft P10 OEF (P229 AUT) from Stagecoach Western. 
Willowbrook Warrior-rebodied Leyland Leopard 

MIB 9298 is in use, ex-Elsey, Gosberton.Former 
Southend/Brighton Blue Bus Volvo-engined Leyland 
Leopard/Duple VAZ 8099 (SPN 669X) has passed to 
Jones, Eccles. 
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Goodwins, Braintree 


Further to January ‘Fleet News’, this operator's first 
double-decker is Roe-bodied Leyland Fleetline 
TET 748S. 


Green Triangle, Lostock, Cheshire 


Two Dennis Dart SLFs with Plaxton Pointer bodywork 
are on order for services 631/2 which compete with 
First Manchester. 

Unusual acquisitions are of Duple B55F-bodied Dennis 
Javelins G114 FJK, G911 RPN and G25 HDW from 
Eastbourne, along with more prosaic Renault 
$75/Plaxton Beaver B28F J230 JJR from MK Metro. 
Withdrawn Iveco/Marshall 12 (K424 GAV) has gone to 
Bamber, Runcorn. 


Guide Friday 


Former Cardiff Leyland Olympians A514/7 VKG have 
entered service in Guide Friday green, but LBO 501X is 
still orange and white. 


A further MCW Metrorider acquired is F865 LCU. 


Former Plymouth Atlantean STK 130T is now 
converted to open-top. 

Ex-Maidstone & District AEC Regal HKL 836, out of 
action last season with engine difficulty, happily is 
ready for use this coming summer in Stratford-upon- 
Avon along with sister HKL 826. 


Halifax Joint Committee, Halifax 


A surprise acquisition for this operator of AEC 
Regent Ill and Routemasters is MCW Metrobus 
DR101/12/MCW H43/28D BYX 273V from London 
General. 


Halton Transport 


MAN NL222/East Lancs demonstrator N222 LFR has 
been on loan. 


Harrington, Coventry 


All-white Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 V393 SVV 
has been operating with route-branding for service H12 
(Coventry-Leamington Spa). 

Marshall-bodied Dennis Dart N762 SAV also is all- 
white, but Caetano Enigma-bodied Dennis Javelin 
T368 AJF is in a striking blue livery. 


Harris Bus, Grays 


Vehicle news from before Harris Bus’s pre-Christmas 
plunge into administration is that all Optare Excels, 
DAF DB250s and Volvo Olympians gained 
fleetnumbers; all repeat the registration numerals, apart 
from DAF M649 RCP, which became 310. 

Route branding has been removed from vehicles used 
on London Transport services, as frequent swapping 
between routes was causing confusion. 

Duple-bodied Leyland Leopard driver trainer NLG 926T 
(HIL 3932, BWE 197T) has been sold back to Thomas, 
West Ewell. 


Harrogate & District BL 


Nineteen Wright-bodied Volvos are expected in the 
spring, comprising 14 B6BLE and two B10BLE to 
provide additional capacity on services 1/2, and three 
B10BLEs to replace Alexander-bodied B10Bs on trunk 
service 36. 

As part of Blazefield’s aim to help passengers 
recognise their bus by standardising on a single type of 
vehicle on each route, the service 1/2-branded B6LEs 
and the Alexander-bodied B10Bs will be cascaded 
within H&D and to Keighley & District to replace the 
remaining Leyland Tigers and Lynxes. 

The last Leyland Swifts, 173 and 206 (F173 SMT, 
G113 VMM), have been withdrawn, 173 after a final 
short reinstatement. These and 172 (F172 SMT) have 
gone to Pioneer, St Helier, Jersey, where they rejoin all 
their former stablemates from this fleet. 
Mercedes-Benz 709D K391 SLB) has been transferred 
north from Sovereign. 


Haytons, Manchester 

New here is Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton 
Cheetah V9 HAY. 

Neoplan T88 HAY has replaced Van Hoo! Alizée- 
bodied Volvo B10M PIL 6648, despatched to Neoplan 
UK, Hellaby (dealer) in part exchange. 


Hedingham Omnibuses 


A Plaxton Paragon-bodied coach is on order for 
delivery in time to show at the Brighton Coach Rally in 
April. It is to be based at Colchester and Plaxton- 
bodied Leyland Tigers L193/5 (D600, 584 MVR) are to 
be part-exchanged for it. 

Owing to an error when first registered, Dennis Lance 
SLFs L211/2 (M211/2 WHJ) have exchanged 
registrations. L211 has been transferred from Sudbury 
to Clacton and route-branded for new service 130A. 
Former Oxford Leyland Olympian/ECW L306 

(BBW 213Y) has been rebuilt to H47/32F, ex-H47/28D. 
Together with L305/7 (WWL 212X, BBW 218Y) it was 
previously recorded as H47/28F. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

EY — EYMS Group 

| FG—First Group | 
| GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 
NX — National 


Express 
SG — Status Bus & | 


Holmeswood Coaches/ 


Bostocks, Congelton 

New here is Scania L941B/Van Hool C49Ft V4 HWD, 
supplemented by secondhand Volvo B10M/Plaxton 
G802 BPG. 

Duple-bodied Leyland Tiger OHE 279X has passed to 
Wisdom, Leeds. 


YT — Yorkshire 
Traction 


Ipswich Buses 


Eleven East Lancs-bodied 11.4m Dennis Super Dart 
SLFs are reported on order, with an average of nine 
new vehicles per year being planned ahead. 

It is pleasing to note that, with a touch of local humour, 
50 — the DAF DB250/Optare Spectra intended for 
export to Turkey — has been named Delight. 


JP Travel, Middleton 


Another ex-Fuggles, Benenden UVG-bodied Dennis 
Dart reported with this Greater Manchester fleet is 
P17 FUG. Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer P876/9 PWW 
and MCW Metrorider F110 YWO have also 

been acquired. 


Jan’s Coaches, Soham, Cambs 


Ex-Cardiff Alexander-bodied Bristol VRT/SL3 
CTX 385V, acquired from Valley Travel, Bristol, is 
operating in its original owner’s orange. 


Jeffs, Helmdon, Northants 


Former Oxford Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R/ECW 
H47/28D WWL 209-11X are in stock. 


Keighley & District BL 


All Leyland Lynxes are to be withdrawn by the spring, 
along with some Mercedes-Benz 711Ds which are to 
go to Yorkshire Coastliner. In addition to the Harrogate 
& District Volvo B6s and Alexander-bodied Volvo 
B10Bs mentioned under that heading, several 
Yorkshire Coastliner Alexander-bodied Volvo 
Olympians are due to replace Lynxes. 

The disposal of the remaining Leyland Tiger 

coaches will mark the end of Northern Rose coaching; 
falling passenger numbers on tours and weekend 
breaks rendered the remaining private charter 

work uneconomic. 


Kendalian Drum Majorettes, Kendal 


Newly summoned by the baton here is former Western 
Scottish Volvo B10M-61/Duple C53F JSB 97Y 

(DVS 38, HSB 739Y, WLT 538, TSD 148Y) last in 
service with Sassarini, Wemyss Bay. 


Kirkby Lonsdale Mini-Coaches 


PMT Ami-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D G344 ESC has 
been sold. 


Lambeth Coaches, Reddish 


New Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/ACL V343 XCL is 
at work. 


Leroy, Barway, Cambs 


Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F FWR 216T has 
come from Bailey, Hucknall and RAH 264W from 
Stagecoach Cambus. 


Limebourne, London 


Dennis Dart SLF/Alexander B26D demonstrator 

T674 TSG was on loan while Caetano-bodied Darts 
were modified. It was not fitted with indicator blinds, so 
was restricted chiefly to route 344 peak workings. 


Liverpool Motor Services, Aintree 


B551 ATX is another ex-Cardiff East Lancs-bodied 
Leyland Olympian reported in stock. 
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Wirral independent 
Pandh of Wallasey 
— the name stands 
for P&H — has 
taken delivery of 
two Caetano- 
bodied Dennis Dart 
SLF for Sunday and 
weekday evening 
circular services 
124/5 from 
Seacombe Ferry. 

R. L. WILSON 


Phoenix North 
West has repainted 
819 (K437 HWY), 
an ex-London 
General Optare 
MetroRider, in this 
livery rather than 
the yellow/black 
HandyBus scheme 
on several other 
vehicles in this 
Blackpool fleet. 
MARK BAILEY 
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London Central/ 
London General GA 


The first of the 172 Volvo B7Ls, Alexander-bodied, 
have been delivered and were due to enter service in 
early-February. They are AVL-class. 

London Central Volvo Olympians NV9 and NV10 have 
lost Docklands Express livery, while similar NV11 
(WLT 411) has been re-registered N411 JBV. 

DAF DB250/Optare Spectra SP17 has gone to Go 
North East, and SP18-20 (18-20 CLT) have been re- 
registered K125/4/60 PGO in readiness for heading 
northwards. Their place has been taken on route 3 by 
new Alexander ALX400-bodied Dennis Tridents 
operated by French-owned rail operator Connex. 


MCW Metrobus M913 (A913 SUL) is with Kent operator 


Camden Coaches, West Kingsdown and M198, 490 
(BYX 198V, GYE 490W) have become driver trainers. 


London United/Westlink 


Dennis Dart DR131 (J131 DUV) caught fire on route 72 
and has been stripped at Shepherd's Bush. 

MCW Metrobus M526 (GYE 526W) did not go to 

White Rose, Staines; arson damage has kept it at 
Shepherd's Bush. 


Longstaff, Mirfield 


Volvo B10BLE/Alexander B44F V3 JJL has replaced 
this Yorkshire operator's last double-decker, late-build 
MCW Metrobus E479 UOF, subsequently sold to 
Houston Ramm, Sudden (dealer). 


Ludlow, Halesowen 


Additional Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814s noted here are 
Plaxton Beaver 2-bodied V994 DNB and Alexander 
ALX100-bodied T154 AUA. 


M&E, Rochford, Essex 


The operational base has moved from Shoeburyness. 
A recent acquisition is coach-seated Bristol 
VRT/SL3/501/ECW GTX 750W ex-Stephenson, 
Rochford (dealer). 


M&M, Accrington 


Acquisitions are Dodge S56/Northern Counties 
E170 AUX (E113 LCW) ex-Copeland, Meir; lveco 
49.10/Robin Hood F73 FKK from Ramsay, 
Oswaldtwistle; SS56/Alexander B25F PIB 3705 
(D898 DSF) and Northern Counties-bodied PIB 
6485 (D106 AFV) from Pilkington, Accrington; 
plus Mercedes-Benz L608D WDZ 6975 of 
unconfirmed origin. 


McCarthy, Macclesfield 


New here is Plaxton Prima-bodied Dennis Javelin 
V264 DTE. 


Mannings Amusements, Felixstowe 


Ex-Leicester ECW-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
PBC 104G has moved inside the amusement park in its 
starring role as ‘The Big Red Fun Bus’. 


Mayne, Manchester 


No 25 was the Dennis Trident deroofed under Ten 
Acres Lane railway bridge (while running out of 
service), as reported in our Coach & Bus ‘99 show 
report in December. It has been repaired by East 
Lancs. The Tridents’ arrival prompted the sale of 
Leyland Atlanteans 7, 18, 35/9 (NIL 8254/5/7/9, 
SND 476/89/53/84X) to be withdrawn and sold, 7, 18 
and 35 passing to Glenvic, Bristol and 39 to 
McCreadie, Airdrie. 


Volvo B10M-60/Plaxton Expressliner C46Ft J247 MFP 
is in stock ex-Arriva Fox County. 

Withdrawn Leyland Tiger 78 (LIB 6438, C348 YBA) has 
gone to Bostock, Congleton. 

My thanks to Christopher J. Lowe for news of this 
operator. 


Metrobus, Orpington GA 


Further new 10.7m Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 
B31D are 322-4/7-30 (V322 KMY etc). Of this batch, 
323-6/9-31 were being used on Bluewater shuttle work 
pending the start of the Croydon Tramlink and the 
feeder services for which they were ordered, while 
322/7/8 were at Swanley. 


WALLASEY 
CIRCULAR 


Metroline 


MCW Metrobuses M1067/396 have lost maroon/white 
in favour of standard Metroline red/blue. 

Metrobuses M97, 113/39 (BYX 97V etc) have been 
withdrawn and M473 (GYE 473W) has been sold to 
Ensign, Purfleet (dealer). 


Mexborough & Swinton 


It's not every day | can give this pre-National Bus 
Company heading an airing. It’s here to record that 
Roe-bodied Leyland Tiger Cub SWW 51 is stored at 
Gouldstones Garage, Great Sampford, Essex after use 
as a car transporter. 


Midland Rider, Birmingham 


This new operator is using Series B Leyland National 
1001 (YPL 391T) new to London Country. 


Midwest, Salford 


Vehicles operate in a blue and grey livery from a base 
on Broadway, near Salford Quays. 

The active fleet includes Leyland Atlantean 
AN68A/1R/Northern Counties H43/32F ANA 238T new 
to Greater Manchester and Leyland National 
11351A/1R/B49F VKU 71S new to Chesterfield. 


MTL North 


Further Dennis Dart SLF/Marshall Capital B38F 
delivered are 7626/41 -55/60-5/7-9/76 (V626/41-55/60- 
5/7-9 DVU, V676 DVM). 7641-4/6-9 are route-branded 
for Speke’s service 79 (Liverpool city centre-Netherley). 
There is no 7666; 7676 was delivered with that number 
and incorrect registration V666 DVU — no ‘666’ 
multiples are issued these days. Darts have taken over 
service 92 (Penny Lane-Crosby) and will follow on to 
the 68, allowing Titans to be withdrawn. 


Optare MetroRider 7809 (L809 TFY) has returned to 
Heysham Travel from loan to Phoenix North West. 


Withdrawals to record are of Leyland Atlanteans 1904 
(XEM 904W), 1926/7/41/3/6/8/9/59/63/6 (ACM 726X 
etc), Leyland Titans 2102/21, 2200/53, 2383 

(CUL 102/21, 200V, GYE 253W, KYV 383X), Leyland 
National 2s 5299 (LFR 872X), 6040 (UEM 40V), 
6110/30 (VBG 110/30V), 6134/8 (WWM 912/6W), 6177 
(RSG 817V), and Renault S56 7679 (D679 SEM). 6177 
went for scrap to Morecambe Metals (dealer), while 
withdrawn Atlantean 1873 (XEM 873W) and National 
2s 6119/24 (VBG 119V, WWM 907W) have gone to 
Goodwin, Barnsley (dealer). 

Atlantean 1951 (ACM 751X) was badly damaged in a 
recent fatal accident with a lorry in Lancaster and is 
unlikely to return to service. Similar 1884 (XEM 884W) 
survived virtually unscathed after it was blown off the 
Heysham bypass in December. 


Norfolk County Services 


New Dennis Javelin/Caetano Cutlass B69F school 
buses T702-4 APX have been joined by similar 
V667 FPO, with a sixth expected to follow. All have 
three-plus-two seating. 


Norfolk Green, King’s Lynn 


New here is Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814 V561 JFL. 


Nu-Venture, Aylesford, Kent 


New are Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 
B27F V248/9 BNV. 

Leyland Titan TNLXB2RRsp/Leyland H44/30F 

KYV 455X is ex-Stagecoach Fife and coach-seated 
Bristol VRT/SL3/501/ECW DPH39/28F MFA 719V has 
been on loan from Stephenson, Rochford. 


Original London 
Sightseeing Tour AA 


Disposal of Bristol VRT/SL3s continues with the 
withdrawal of BE168/84 (VTV 168S, AET 84T) and the 
presumed loss of BE112 (VDV 112S). 

Replacements are more of Arriva London’s MCW 
Metrobuses M251, 663 (BYX 251V, KYV 663X). 


AEC Routemaster RM710 (WLT 710) was seen 
heading north under tow on the M1 late last autumn. 


Pandh, Wallasey 


This operator's first new buses are V676/7 FPO, 
Dennis Dart SLFs with Caetano bodies, for Sunday and 
weekday evening Wallasey circular services 124/5. 
Former Road Car Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F 
SVL 172W is ex-Oare, Brynford. 


Partridge, Hadleigh, Suffolk 


Unique Marshall Camair-bodied Bedford YRT 

YNO 481L and Plaxton Paramount 4000-bodied 
Neoplan JSK 951 (C366 KEP) are confirmed as having 
been destroyed in the autumn depot fire. 


BUSES 


Pete’s Travel, West Bromwich 


Not previously reported and at work here are 
Dawsonrentals’ Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton 
Beaver 2s T462/3 HNH and Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton 
MPDs T1551 HNH, V256/7 BNV. Dart/Plaxton MPDs 
V941/2 DNB have come from Mistral Bus & Coach. 


Phoenix North West, Blackpool 


Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814s 815/6 (R816/5 LFV) and 
older Mercedes M152 LPL have gone to Stuart, 
Carluke, in exchange for single 709D/Dormobile B29F 
L328 LSC. 


New variety in this previously all-Mercedes fleet is 
provided by ex-London General Optare 
MetroRider/B26F K424/5 HWY, which worked in full 
General livery before being repainted. 


Pilkington, Accrington 


Further Leyland National 2s into stock are 
NL116AL11/1R/B48F JTF 971W and 
NL106L11/1R/B41F KRS 542V from Stagecoach 
Western. JTF 971W has been re-registered PIL 9536. 


Powercrafts, Blackburn 


Dodge S46/Northern Counties D427 NNA has been 
acquired from McLaughlin, Penwortham. 


Preston Bus 


New Dennis Tridents 190-6 (V190-6 VBV) are 
10.6m long. 


As expected, East Lancs-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 
156/61-4 (GFV 156W, OBV 161-4X) were taken out of 
service as the Tridents entered traffic. 


A further Leyland Lynx in revised livery is 216. The 
applications of the new style vary between the first 
three Lynxes to be treated; 214 is as described in 
January ‘Fleet News’, while 211 has the cream beneath 
the windows extending lower down, with a blue trim 
stripe on the cream, while the cream on 216 curves 
down to meet the black grille. 223/4/6 are to follow. 


Reading Buses 


Coach-seated Leyland Olympian 83 (D83 UTF) has 
been refurbished with air ducting removed, new seats, 
flooring and hard trim replacing previous soft trim for 
internal surfaces. Similar 84 (D84 UTF) is H39/27F with 
bus seats from withdrawn MCW Metrobus 176 

(HCF 176W). 


Leyland Titan 74 (RMO 74Y) has been rebuilt to 
H44/26F without a centre door; the other two-door 
Titans will follow suit. 


Withdrawn Mercedes-Benz 811D/Optare StarRiders 
201/3/5-7 (F531/3/5 NRD, F360/1 SDP) have gone to 
Fleetmaster, Horsham (dealer). 


Reading Mainline 


AEC Routemaster operation, sadly, appears to be 
drawing towards a close later this year. A large quantity 
of spares has been disposed of, indicating that the 
remaining half-cabs are to disappear. Indeed, staffing 
difficulties mean that the original Line A is likely to have 
been withdrawn by the time you read this. It is 
expected Routemasters will remain on Lines D and F 
until 

around October. 


Routemaster No.15 (WVS 423) has gone into storage, 
while withdrawn Nos. 3, 29 and 41 (XVS 319, WLT 949; 
ALD 948B, WLT 879) are reported exported to the 
Netherlands, No.17 (859 DYE) went to a private buyer 
in High Wycombe, and No.44 (ALD 966B) — unique 
because it wore Mainline livery but never ran in service 
— has been sighted heading north on M1. 


Redbridge Transport 


Bristol VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F ODC 470W has 
come from Arriva Kent & Sussex. 


Reliance, Benfleet, Essex 


ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian coach HSB 312Y 
is at work here, in smart yellow livery, 
ex-Stephenson, Rochford. 


Rexquote, Bishops Lydeard 


Rare indeed are the acquisitions reported by this 
Somerset operator of preserved buses — Thurgood- 
bodied Dennis Lancet GWN 432 and former Lytham 
Leyland Lion LT7c BTF 24, along with the unique pair 
of former Eastern Counties (ex-Western National) 
open-top converted Bristol Lodekka LDL6Gs, 

VDV 752/3. The Lancet and an LDL are expected to go 
on to the Bishops Lydeard-Taunton service, while the 
other LDL and the Lion being stored at Attleborough. 
Also acquired is 1949 open-top AEC Regent III/Park 
Royal KTF 594, new to Morecambe & Heysham but 
latterly Arriva Southend's special events vehicle. 


March 2000 


Rossendale Transport 


To amplify and correct the information in January ‘Fleet 
News’, ex-London United Leyland Olympian 36 is 
G309 UYK and 37/8 are DPH43/29F. Also acquired are 
Volvo B10M-55/Plaxton B53F 66/7 (G728/7 JJC, WSV 
550/3, G900, 899 MNS) ex-Goodwin, Manchester. 


Re-registered 74 (PJl 9174, BSG 551W) is an East 
Lancs-rebodied Leyland Tiger and not a Volvo B10M, 
as reported in January. Leyland Tiger 96 (A196 WGE) 
has been withdrawn and MCW Metroriders 1-4, 39 and 
65 (F91-94 CWG, F168/5 DET) have been sold to 
Ripley, Carlton (dealer). Volvo B10M 313 (GXI 613, 
F705 COA) has gone to Tims, Sheerness. 


S&M, North Benfleet, Essex 


Acquisitions are Bristol VRT/SL3/ECW OBR 775T, 
Leyland Fleetline/MCW OJD 136R (a London DMS) 
and Leyland Atlantean/ECW SUP 271V and JJG 1P. 


MCW-bodied DMS OJD 198R has been delicensed, but 
Park Royal-bodied KUC 154P remains in stock. 


Second City Travel, Birmingham 


Acquisitions are Renault S56/Alexander B25F 

E352 WYS and E514 JSF, the former ex-Feury, Melling. 
Davies, Pencader was the previous owner of Leyland 
Leopard PSU3E/4R/Duple C53F WBX 1T. 


SM Travel, Harlow 


Marshall-bodied lveco N139 GM4J has joined lvecos 
G743 DSG, H103 EKR, N303 FOR and N622 HBY on 
Harlow route T15. 


Sovereign Bus & Coach BL 


Single-door converted Leyland Titans T57, 620, 706 
(WYV 57T, NUW 620Y, OHV 706Y) are dedicated to 
route 114 and wear BTS red. Leyland Tiger 864 
(B264 KPF) has reverted to fleet number 364. 


More Mercedes-Benz 709Ds withdrawn are 903/4/6-8 
(G903 UPP etc), 920/7 (H920/7 FGS), 991/2 
(K391/2 SLB), 991 passing to Harrogate & District. 


Stagecoach Burnley & Pendle ST 


Further to January ‘Fleet News’, transfers in from 
Manchester are Volvo B6LE/Alexander B36F 200- 
5/7/10-5 (P335-40/2/5-9/1 JND), Volvo Olympian 
YN2RC16V3/Alexander DPH47/28F 2272-78/80 (N326- 
32/4/5 NPN), allowing the Leyland Swifts and the last 
Bristol VRs to be eliminated. 


Dennis Javelins 145/51 (L145/51 BFV), Swift 298 
(H38 YCW), Leyland National 2 347 (XRN 47V), 
Mercedes-Benz 811D 788/9/90/8 (E88 HRN) and 
Leyland Leopard 1036 (MFV 36T) have been 
withdrawn. Javelin 151 has passed to Rhondda, 
previously-withdrawn Swifts 293/4 (J293/4 KRN) have 
been sold and Leopard 1043 (DBV 43W) has 
materialised with Handy, Merthyr Tydfil. 


Stagecoach Cambus ST 


Inter-company transfers have seen Dennis Darts 
335-7 (R815-7 YUD), Volvo B10M-62 456 (R456 FCE) 
and Optare MetroRiders 971/2 (K971/2 HUB) go to 
Viscount at Peterborough, with Plaxton-bodied Volvo 
B10M-60 442 (ACZ 7492, J742 CWT) and Leyland 
Olympians 506-8 (F506-8 NJE) moving to Cambridge 
from Viscount. Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 207/10/1 
(N618/43/4 VSS) have gone to Cheltenham & 
Gloucester while 208/9 (N620/42 VSS) have been 
temporarily covering for gas-powered MetroRiders 81/2 
(GAZ 4381/2), pending the 709Ds’ move to Busways. 


Stagecoach Cumberland ST 


Despite the return to service of Routemaster 901 (ALM 
24B) on Unisprint duplicates around Morecambe in late 
autumn, all of the stored Routemasters were removed 
during December. Most were driven away, probably to 
PVS, Barnsley (dealer), but 903 (ALD 983B) towed 
away by Wigley, Carlton (dealer) and 901 and two 
others are thought to have returned to London. The 
others were 902/4-7 (ALD 941/33B; TSK 269, 

WLT 706; OVS 940, WLT 875; TSK 271, WLT 824). 


Only five Bristol VRs remained in service by January — 
427/8/31/2/5 (FAO 427/8V, KRM 431/2/5W), all due for 
withdrawal by March. 424 (FAO 424V) has passed to 
Carl Ireland, Hull (dealer), which has broken it up for 
spare parts which are being despatched with three 
complete VRs to New Zealand. Three of the VRs are 
retained at Lilyhall for services under Seaton bridges 
(requiring two, with one spare). 

Further Bristol VRT/SL3s withdrawn are 423/5/37 (FAO 
423/5V, KRM 437W), but Mercedes-Benz 44/5, Leyland 
National 2 888 and VRs 2024/32 have been taken off 
the disposal list and placed into reserve instead. 
Prototype Leyland Olympian B45 2100 (DBV 100W) 
new to Ribble in 1980, is still at work, usually from 
Penrith outstation. The lone Leyland Tiger bus, Duple- 
bodied 900 (B900 WRN), remains active at Lancaster. 


Open-toppers are at Morecambe as well as the 
customary Carlisle for hibernation. 


Stagecoach Devon ST 


Interesting acquisitions for Devon General are 732-44, 
former Hong Kong Citybus air-conditioned Dennis Dart/ 
Plaxton Pointer DP39F, seven for Torquay and six for 
Exeter (services 85/A). The first recorded at work is 
741 (N731 XDV); further details when confirmed. 
Devon General has also acquired Mercedes-Benz 
709D/Alexander B25F 488-90 (L685 CDD, 

M345/60 JBO) from Red & White. 


Allover white Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton 
Beaver B31F 100 (R936 AMB) has been on loan while 
Volvo B6s underwent rectification work by Alexander. 
Similar, but gold 111 (V255 BNV) from Dawsonrentals 
has been used while all Varios were fitted with 
retarders. 709D/Alexander 1345/6/60 (M345 JBO etc) 
have been on loan from Red & White and 1345/60 
have been acquired as noted below. 


Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 430/2/3/43 (F758/60/2 FDV, 
F413 KOD) have been withdrawn along with Leyland 
National 791 (BUH 211V), which has been out of action 
for several months.A used National, YCD 73T, has 
been acquired to provide spares to assist with 
resuscitation disabled Nationals 792/3. 


Bayline has acquired lveco 49.10/Mellor B17F 
608/13/4 (R608/13/4 RDD) from Cheltenham District. 
Iveco 59.12/Mellor Duet 388-90/3 (L318 BOD, L945 
EOD, K718 UTT, L949 EOD) are finally converted from 
B26F to B29F, later than expected. 


Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 400/12/27/35/8 (F748/26/45 
FDV, F404/7 KOD) and the ex-Bluebird/Southdown 
convertible open-top Bristol VRT/SL3s 932-4 

(UWV 605/8/9S) have been withdrawn, while 935/6 
(VDV 135S, UWV 604S) were re-roofed early last year, 
937 (UWV 614S) being officially in reserve but in daily 
use just before Christmas. 


Stagecoach East London/Selkent ST 


New vehicles continue to flood into stock with 10.5m 
Dennis Trident/Alexander ALX400 H47/24D 
TA102/3/16/9/22/4-31/3/4/6-41/5/6 (V102 MEV etc) and 
TA123 (V479 KJN); 10.1m Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton 
Pointer 2 B31D SLD111-38 (V173/12-20/74/22/75/24- 
38 MVX) and 9.3m SLF/Pointer 2 B27D SLD140-5/7-9 
(V140 MVX etc). TAs are being bodied both at Falkirk 
and in Belfast, hence deliveries falling across a wide 
range of fleetnumbers. 


MB1-18 (R501-18 YWC), the entire fleet of Mercedes- 
Benz Vario 0.814s, is being sent away for 
modifications. 


The L-class Leyland Olympians are being delicensed 
en-masse, the latest being L11/8 (C811/8 BYY), L30, 
42/4, 54/5, 62, 74-7, 82/6/7, 92/4, 104/6/7/9-11 

(C30 CHM etc), L91 (WLT 491) and L260 (D706 YHk). 
L30, 42, 74/6, 80/2/6/7, 94, 108/9/11 have gone to 
Ensign, Purfleet (dealer). 


Dispersals are of Leyland Titan T260 (GYE 260W) to 
East Kent, T1048 (A648 THV) to United Counties and 
T1099 (B99 WUV) to Cheltenham & Gloucester, along 
with Darts DRL111/4 and PD415-7/9/21/4/6/7 

(K211, 114 SRH, N415-7/9/21/4/6/7 MBW) to 

East Midland. 


Stagecoach East Midland ST 


Plaxton-bodied Dennis Darts Darts K211, 114 SRH 
and N415-7/9/21/4/6/7 MBW have been transferred 
from East London to replace Leyland Nationals in 
Chesterfield. 


Dennis Falcon H 233 (EJV 33Y) continued in service 
some time after reported withdrawal, including use on 
trunk work into Doncaster. 


Stagecoach Manchester ST 


Further Dennis Trident/Alexander H51/28F are 
615-24 (V615-24 DJA), based at Hyde Road for 
service 50, so ex-Oxford Olympians 731-43 have 
moved to Stockport. 


More Leyland Olympians transferred into the blue 
Magic Bus fleet are 3072/4/7/80/4/6-9/91/4. The 
complete MagicBus fleet comprises these, plus 
Olympians 3017-36/9/49/53/5/6/8/60/5/7/9/70 and ex- 
Stagecoach Kenya Dennis Dragons 680-97. 


Now dispersed to other group fleets are Volvo B6s 301- 
6/9-18 (M741/3-6, 847, 748-50 PRS, M461/2 VHE, 
M846 HDF, M459 VHE), 335-41/4/6-9 (P335 JND etc) 
and Volvo Olympians 702-11 (N326-35 NPN). 301/3- 
6/9-13/9 have gone to Ribble and, as noted above, 
335-42/5-9 and 702-8/10/1 are with Burnley & Pendle. 


Also due for imminent withdrawal are the two Dennis 
Javelins, 1 and 2 (L105/7 SDY) as Manchester-Derby 
service X1 is also being withdrawn. Another doomed 
type is the Leyland TL11-engined Leyland Olympian, 
with survivors 3004/6/7/10 (ANA 4Y etc) scheduled to 
be replaced by Volvo B10M-55/Alexander PS B49F 
P315-9 EFL from Cambus. 

Disposals to record are of Leyland Atlanteans 4747/57 
(A747/57 NNA) to North Birmingham Busways and 
4749/61 (A749/61 NNA) to Fleetlink, Mossley Hill. 
MCW Metrobus 5106 (SND 106X) has gone to Ensign, 
Purfleet (dealer). 
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Stagecoach South 
Coast Buses — part 
of Stagecoach South 
— has seven 
cascaded London 
Dennis Darts with 
Wright Handybus 
bodies. 418 

(NDZ 3018) is seen in 
Hastings. 

TERRY S. BLACKMAN 
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Stagecoach Midland Red ST 


Following the arrival of similar vehicles in the Devon 
fleet, former Hong Kong Citybus Dennis Dart 
9.8SDA3060/Plaxton Pointer DP39F 1401/4/10/9 

(GM 9051, 6090, 7131, 7990) have arrived at 
Nuneaton. Already fitted with air conditioning, they are 
for the first time receiving heating systems. Former 
Busways Dart 9.8SDL3017/ Alexander Dash B40F 
K704-6 PCN are also at Nuneaton. 


New a while back but not recorded were Volvo B10M- 
62/Jonckheere Mistral C49Ft 61-63 (T661-3 OBD). 


Stagecoach Manchester MCW Metrobus 5120 

(SND 120X) is on loan pending delivery of an additional 
ex-Selkent Olympian. To try and clarify matters further 
than stated in the January issue, it now appears that 
ex-Selkent Olympians C115/6 FHM are numbered 
845/6 (not 815/6); they are at Leamington along with 
newly reported 830 (D130 FYM) and ex-Oxford 
Mercedes-Benz 709D/Plaxton Beaver 326 (F776 FDV) 
and Volvo B10M/Plaxton Expressliner 22 (J456 FSR). 


Stagecoach Oxford ST 


Mercedes-Benz 811D/Wright B31F K424 ARW has 
come from Midland Red, possibly for ancillary use. 


Definitely for ancillary stock is ex-Ministry of Defence 
‘Stagecoach standard’ driver-trainer Dodge G13/ 
Wadham Stringer 92 KF 96, now downseated, 
repainted and retrimmed as TR1 (D935 TJO), with 
another two to follow to oust the three previous 
trainers, Leyland Tiger 98, Bristol LHs 1010 and 3318. 


Low-floor MAN double-deck coach 55 (T55 UBE) is the 
first of six to be fitted with removable seats to 
accommodate disabled passengers. 


Stagecoach Ribble ST 


Dispersals from Manchester are Volvo B6-50/Alexander 
DP40F 303-9/20 (M743-6, 847, 748/9/1 PRS) and 
similar but B40F 310-3/9 (M750 PRS, M461/2 VHE, 
M846 HDF, M459 VHE); from Cumberland comes 
Volvo B10M-62/Plaxton C46Ft 1122 (L126 NAO). 


Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer B41F S405 TMB has 
been on loan from Alexander. Another ex-Ministry of 
Defence Dodge G13/Wadham Stringer driver trainer is 
T260 (TBZ 5459, C973 KWL), received in B39F layout. 
Similar T259 (RDZ 5492) is now B14F. 


Leyland National 2s 829/32 (DBV 829/32W), National 
Greenways 901-4 (AFM 1W, WPC 316X, NOE 595R, 
CWX 6697), Volvo B10M-60 1123 (J123 AHH) and 
now-rare former Tayside Alexander-bodied Bristol 
VRT/LL3 2097 (OSR 197R) have been withdrawn. 


National 2 344 (XRN 44V), Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 
578/89/99 (G578 PRM, G189 PAO, L119 DRN), 635 
(L635 BFV) and 811D 785 (E85 HRN) are in reserve; 
National 2s 346 (XRN 46V) and 832 (DBV 832W), 
811D 788 (E88 HRN), Leopard 1036 (MFV 36T) and 
VR 2051 (LFJ 882W) are awaiting disposal. 


Mercedes 709D 583 (G183 PAO) has been sold to 
GHA, Bettws Gwerfil Goch. 


Stagecoach South Group ST 


East Kent has acquired 7260 (GYE 260W), another 
Leyland Titan TNLXB2RR/Park Royal-Leyland 
H44/26D, held in reserve at Ashford and likely to be 
used as a source of spares to put similar 7209 back 
into service. 


Ex-Oxford Dennis Darts 405/11 (M75, 61 VJO) have 
been converted at Worthing from B37D to B40F for 
Hants & Surrey and Sussex Coastline respectively. 
Hampshire Bus 1988 Leyland Olympian 205 has been 
refurbished with new floors and retrimmed seats, with 
Hampshire Bus/Sussex Coastline's 1989 model 207-14 
expected to follow suit. East Kent has converted 
Leyland Titans 7235/45/84 to semi-automatic from fully- 
automatic transmission. 


The programme to move Olympians’ lower saloon 
nearside front window destination/numeral display units 
from the top to the bottom continues, with 286/7, 
354/5/73/6/8/82-4/6 treated. 


South Coast Buses ‘Queen Mary’ Leyland Titan PD3 
0409 (409 DCD) was at East Kent's Dover depot in the 
autumn awaiting mechanical attention. Hants & 
Surrey’s Dart 577 (K577 NHC) has returned to service 
after 10 months’ inactivity. 

Bristol VR tree-lopper (now fully open-top), 9251 

(JWV 251W) has been with East Kent but has returned 
to South Coast Buses at Eastbourne. 


Most fittingly, East Kent AEC Regent V 0946 
(MFN 946F) is to become a heritage vehicle and will be 
repainted into traditional East Kent maroon and cream. 


Dealers have bought 11 surplus vehicles. Leyland 
National 2 134 (HUF 451X) and Nationals 173/9/95 
(YCD 73T, PCD 79R, AYJ 95T) went to Hardwick, 
Carlton; National 2 147 (BCW 827V) went to 
Stephenson, Rochford; 150 (PEX 620W) to Nash, 
Weybridge, while Wealden PSV, Five Oak Green took 
convertible open-top Bristol VRT/SL3s 7621-3 

(UWV 621S, CBV 2S, UWV 6238S) — 7621/3 with 
their roofs. 


Stagecoach United Counties ST 


Berkhof C51Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-62s 164-6 (6253/8, 
9737 VC, N46/5/2 MJO) have been transferred from 
Stagecoach Oxford and are in Virgin Trains Rail Link 
livery for the Milton Keynes-Luton Airport route. 


The ranks of Bristol VRT/SL3s are further thinned by 
withdrawal of 727/36/44 and 961 (LFJ 879/65/78W, 
VVV 961W). 


Stagecoach Viscount ST 


Acquisitions are Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer B40F 
327/44/5 (M771 DRG, L754/5 VNL) and Dart/Alexander 
Dash B40F 328/9 (N772/4 RVK). More are expected, 
with Alexander-bodied 325/6 (K707/8 PCN) and 
Plaxton-bodied 330/1/46-8 (N775/6 RVK, L756-8 VNL) 
to be shared with Cambus. 


Cambus has also provided Alexander-bodied Dennis 
Dart SLFs 335-7 (R815-7 YUD) and Volvo 
B10M/Plaxton Expressliner 2 456 (R456 FCE), in 
exchange for which B10M 442 (ACZ 7492) and 
Olympians 506-8 (F506-8 NJE) have gone the 
opposite way. 

The Bristol VR/ECW tally was down to just five at the 
beginning of the year, comprising 760/79/82/9/96 
(KVF 260V, PWY 49W, VEX 299X, VAH 279X, 

KVF 246V) following the withdrawal of 772/3/80/8/90 
(SUB 792/3W, PWY 50W, VAH 278/80X). 


Stotts, Oldham 


Former Hull Dennis Dominator DDA1014/East Lancs 
H45/31F E134/5/7/9/41 SAT have arrived from 
Stagecoach Transit for schools/contract and private 
charter work. They wear fleet livery. 


Stratford Blue 


Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814s S716/7 KNV and 
Marshall-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs S719/22 KNV 
are in service. 


Supreme, Hadleigh (Essex) 


The school bus/contract double-decker fleet continues 
to grow rapidly. To supplement the 13 ex-Greater 
Manchester and Travel West Midlands MCW 
Metrobuses, GOG 95, 225W and LOA 417X arrived 
from TWM. Metrobuses MRJ 37W, SND 121X, 

ANA 154/63Y, GOG 243W and LOA 413X migrated to 
the Thorrington base from Southend recently to assist 
with an influx of German day-trippers through Harwich. 


Leyland National 2 EON 826V is being cannibalised. 


Swans, Chadderton 


New Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-62 V50 BGS 
is at work with this Greater Manchester operator. 


Tellings-Golden Miller SG 


Pending arrival of new vehicles for route H20, 
Mercedes-Benz Vario O.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 B31F 
$553 BNV and 8.5m Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer MPD 
V720 BNV have been on loan from Dawsonrentals. 


Thamesdown Transport 


The latest new Dennis Darts are expected as 187-91 
(V187-91 EAM). 

Former East Staffs East Lancs-bodied Dennis 
Dominators 230/1/4/5 (LBF 230V etc) are expected to 
be withdrawn as are two M-registered and one J- 
registered Jonckheere-bodied Volvo B10M coach. 


Thandi, Smethwick 


Further ex-Westlink DAF SB220/Optare Delas in use 
are G932/7 MYG. 


Town & Country, Thurrock 


Further ex-London vehicles are former Selkent Leyland 
Olympian/ECW C43, 103 CHM 


Travel de Courcy, Coventry 


All-white East Lancs Spryte-bodied Dennis Dart SLF 
R521 YRP has been operated here. 


Travellers Choice, Carnforth 


Duple-bodied Leyland Tiger UIB 4752 (C913 XEO) has 
passed to Opperman, Saunderton 


Travel West Midlands NX 


The new Volvo B7L/Plaxton President H45/29F are in 
course of delivery. The full batch is numbered 4023- 
4124 but confusion has been caused to registrations by 
the inevitable Select Registration omissions (which now 
include 1-30 rather than just 1-20). Registrations match 
where possible from VOA 32-124 MOA, but some have 
400 added, ie V423-31/3/40/50/5/60/6/70/7/80/8 

90/9 MOA; 4044 is V544 MOA, 4100/11/32 are 
V410/1/21 MOA and 4123 is V523 MOA. 


By 19 January, 4023-71 were in service and 4072-86 
were delivered and due to enter service imminently. 
Allocations are Central, 4023-41, 4108/9; Walsall, 
4042-58; Acocks Green, 4057-71; Hockley, 4072-86; 
Yardley Wood, 4087-107; and Perry Bar, 4110-24. 
Thanks to Richard Kirk at Central Garage for 
confirming these details. 

Following the introduction of the first of the B7Ls, 
Volvo B10L/Wright Liberators are losing their 

Route 9 branding. 

MCW Metrobus 3043 (F43 XOF) appeared in a BBC 
TV news report recently, carrying incorrect registration 
F43 FOX. 


Tyrer, Trawden, Lancs 


Ex-Plymouth Citybus Plaxton Beaver-bodied Mercedes- 
Benz 709D J224 KTT has been seen with this operator. 


UK North, Gorton, Manchester 


It is now known that new DAF DB250/Alexander 
ALX400 H45/24F V654 LWT went on loan, 
unregistered, for inspection by Isle of Man Transport 
before delivery here. 

Dennis Dart SLF/Northern Counties P902/9 PWW are 
also in service here, along with DAF SB220/lkarus 
B49F M763, 833 RCP in dealer white with blue and red 
stripes. Former Travel Your Bus DAF SB220/Northern 
Counties Prestige B42F R396/7 XDA are also in stock. 


Leyland Atlanteans MNC 512W and UNA 822S have 
been sold to Ripley, Carlton (dealer) for scrap, 

MNC 507W and SND 449, 506X to Wigley, 

Carlton (dealer). 


Universal Buses, Walsden 


MAN NL222/East Lancs demonstrator N222 LFR 
has been on trial here, on service 160 
(Manchester-Middleton). 

A tidy clutch of ex-Travel West Midlands Dennis Dart 
9SDL3011/Wright B34F acquired comprises 1-5 
(KDZ 5801-5). 


University of Wolverhampton 


T26 SOA is one of this new operator’s Wright 
Crusader 2-bodied Volvo B6BLEs. 


Universitybus, Hatfield 


After only five years’ service, the uncommon Blue Bird 
CSRE700/B51F school buses, M47-49, 51 HUT have 
been advertised for sale. 

Northern Counties-bodied DAF SB220s P907/8 PWW 
are in fleet livery. 

All-white Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 2 V377 SNV 
has been on loan. 


Warner, Tewkesbury 


Former London United Dennis Dart/Carlyle B28F 
H577 MOC is at work here, initially in London red. 


Warrington Borough Transport 


A further batch 10 Marshall Capital-bodied Dennis Dart 
SLFs is in course of delivery with 9-12, 14/5/7 

(V209 JLG etc) received. 9 and 10 are route-branded 
for circular services 20/21 and these new vehicles are 
part of a plan which is to see all vehicles over 10 years 
old replaced within the next four years. Earlier 2-8 
(T202-8 AFM) are also Marshall Capital B40F-bodied 
and Optare MetroRider 123 is correctly registered 
7323 ELG. 

Double-deckers are apparently to retain red/white 
livery, single-deckers being outshopped in red/ivory 
now. The comment in January's issue should thus have 
referred to Dennis Dominators 93/8/9 reverting to 
ted/white after a short period in red/ivory. 

Leyland Atlanteans 18-22 (MEK 18-22W) are reported 
sidelined at the end of the Christmas school term, 
joining Bristol REs 70 and 73 (LED 70/3P) in the yard. 
The remainder of the Atlanteans, 23-28 (MEK 23W, 
OTB 24-28W), were busy in the run up to Christmas. 


West Lancashire/Newline, Bootle 


A further Northern Counties-bodied Dennis Lance here 
is ex-Serveverse, Tamworth/Metroline K322 YJA. 


Whippet, Fenstanton 


Unique Scania-MCW Metropolitan WKH 424S has 
been withdrawn from service with chassis corrosion, 
leaving just two of this now-rare breed remaining, 
roofed ex-London Transport KJD 271P and open-top 
conversion WKH 4268S. Ex-Oxford Leyland Titan 
GYE 280W has replaced it. 


White Rose, Staines 


The first new vehicle is 10.7m Dennis Dart 
SLF/Caetano Compass DC1 (V675 FPO), used on 
routes 1, 10, 16 and 32 in red with white roof and 
yellow doors. 


your time to contribute to my pages in ‘Fleet News’: 


Trolleybus Society, J. Bultena, 
Society, Cambus, Roger Care 
_ Andrew P. Churchill, Cleveland Tr 
_ Corroy, County Bus & Coach, Rich 


Diplock, James Dunkley, Eastern Tran 
Essex Bus Enthusiasts Group, FirstBus En 


March 2000 


A warm vote of thanks go to each of the following correspondents for kindly taking 


Airbus, Anglian Review, Matthew J. Arnold, Bill Ashcroft, Andrew Babbs, Andrew 
Bagshaw, Eric Baldock, Chris Barker, Harry L. Barker, Andrew Bartlett, Jason 
Beverley, Michael Bewes, Kenneth N. Bladon, Simon Blake, Martin Bott, Stephen 
Briggs, Bristol Interest Circle, Bristol Passenger, British Bus Publishing, British 

Bus Club Ltd, Bus Fare, The Cambridge Omnibus 
J. Carter, The Channel Islands Bus Society, 

it News, Harry W. Cooke, Tony Coram, Chris 
mer, Paul Crate, Crosville Enthusiasts 
Club, Gareth Crowther, Cumbria Transport Society, Devon General Society, Nigel 
lection, Ensignbus, David Enticott, 
siasts Group, Frederick G. Flowers, 
Toby J. France, lan Francis, Fylde Tramway Society, J. B. Gaff, Mark Garrett, Greater 
Manchester Transport Society, George W. F. Green, Guide Friday, Peter Guppy, G. 

| R. Hall, Toby Hart, A. D. Healey, D. Johnson, Steven Knight, Lancaster & Morecambe 
_ PSV Society, Leicester Citybus, Byron Lewis, Gary Llewellyn, Lincolnshire & 

East Yorkshire Transport Review, London Central, London Omnibus Traction Society, 
Christopher J. Lowe, lan R. McNeil, M&D and East Kent Bus Club, David Mallon, 
Manx Electric Railway Society, Manx Transport Review, Merseyside Bus Club, 


Whittle, Kidderminster 


Four new Plaxton-bodied Dennis Javelins are due 
imminently, and Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis Dart 
SLFs V903/30 EWP are in service. 


Re-registrations are the order of the day here, with 
Dennises JPY 505 and URH 341 now G102/11 JNP, 
Bedford RPP 514 now MWK 826V, Dodge GBB 254 
now E230 NWP and Leyland ODN 601 now 

KUX 221W. 

Correspondingly, newer Dennises M423/5/32/6/7 PUY 
are now ODN 601, JPY 505, GBB 254, RPP 514 and 
URH 341 respectively. 


Wings, Uxbridge 
New for London Transport route U7 are 10.3m Dennis 


Dart SLF/East Lancs Spryte B30D V336-8 MBV in 
mustard yellow livery with orange roof and red skirt. 


Woodstone, Kidderminster 


New Volvo B10M-62/Plaxton Prima C57F V450 EAL is 
at work. 


Yeomans, Hereford 


Dennis Lance/Northern Counties B49F 15 (P71 MOV) 
is ex-Serverse, Tamworth. 


Yorkshire Coastliner BL 


When the seven Alexander-bodied Volvo Olympians — 
the last for anywhere — arrive shortly, six earlier 
Olympians (including 408, the first Alexander Royale) 
will be cascaded to Keighley & District, along with a 
lone Mercedes-Benz 709D. 


Several Plaxton-bodied Mercedes-Benz 711Ds are 
expected on transfer from Keighley & District this 
spring, to oust the remaining 709Ds here. 


Douglas Corporation Transport 


Milnes short-bulkhead crossbench horse tram 35, built 
in 1896, sustained severe accident damage when it 
became entangled with the counterweight of a large 
mobile crane being used at the new shopping complex 
on Loch Promendade. The roof of the car collapsed; 
the allocated horse was walked back to the depot and 
the tram towed home after causing some traffic 
congestion. Happily, the car is to be rebuilt. 

Horse tram services were suspended between 3 and 
6 September (along with most other departments of the 
corporation), as a mark of respect for the late Cllr John 
Morley, the Mayor of Douglas. 
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Isle of Man Transport 


Following the loan of the Mayne, Manchester, Trident 
reported in January ‘Fleet News’ came a new, 
unregistered DAF DB250/Alexander ALX400 H45/24F 
in allover white, which is now UK North’s V654 LWT. 


An earlier demonstrator not previously recorded was 
Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer MPD S451 WAT. 


Dart SLF 30 (DMN 30R) is back here after having been 
off the island for nearly six months following its incident 
at Peel where it was badly damaged. 


Use of the short-wheelbase Darts has been limited of 
late, so only 4, 7 and 8 (CMN 104L etc) remained in 
service at the end of last year, 4 and 7 at Ramsey and 
8 at Douglas. Dart 11(CMN 11H) was reactivated for a 
while too, but this, together with 3, 5, 6, 9, 10 and 71 
(CMN 103/5/6L, CMN 9, 10H, CMN 71P) are in open 
storage at Linden Grove and 12/3 (CMN 12/3H) 
languish at Ramsey. All the stored Darts have been 
repainted, but those in use have not. Freshly-painted 
Darts 5 and 15 (CMN 105L, MAN 15D) were heavily 
vandalised near Douglas Station, so many have been 
moved to Linden Grove telecome depot. 


Olympians 60, and 70 are in the new livery shown in 
January Buses, while 65 has lost Douglas Corporation 
livery in favour of a yellow-based overall advertisement 
for Manx Telecom. 


Ex-Portsmouth Leyland Atlantean 36 (CMN 36C) has 
received a light repaint retaining the previous 
orange/cream livery, but 147/8 (CMN 47/8C) have been 
withdrawn and placed in storage at Ronaldsway 
Airfield, joining 135/7/41 (CMN 35/7, 41C; 

UOR 21/3/77). 147 appeared at Jurby airfield for use 
as a grandstand at a motorcycle meet subsequently, 
then was stored with Darts at Linden Grove, while 148 
has gone to and remained at the Southern 100 race 
circuit, being kept at Castletown when not used there. 
134/6/8/9/43/4/6 remain active, with 140 in occasional 
use as a driver trainer. 


Former Halton Leyland Lynx 96 (MAN 96N, G473 DHF) 
is now refurbished with new moquette (same as Dennis 
Dart SLFs) and it appears on the Douglas Express 
service from Port Erin frequently. 


The remaining Leyland Nationals were advertised for 
sale, 20 (MAN 20D) going to the Isle of Man Fire 
Service for use as a rescue training vehicle, 25 

(MAN 25D) passing to a film unit and repainted white. 
The historically-significant 27 (MAN 27H) has not been 
retained for preservation after all (it was the last vehicle 
delivered to the Isle of Man Road Services in 1976) 
and is now a playbus at Peel after two years 
abandoned to the elements. 28 (MAN 28N) has gone to 
the UK mainland, 29 (MAN 29N) passing to the Isle of 
Man Youth Service, fitted with a central entrance and 
all nearside windows panelled in a blue/grey livery, but 
later donning a ‘graffiti’ livery and Buzz Bus naming. 32 
(MAN 32D) is now with Andreas Racing at Jurby 
airfield; all-white. 26 (MAN 26H) is repainted in maroon 
and cream for its role as a waiting room at Derby 
Castle station. Ex-Trent mobile publicity National 

MAN 1998 advertises the railways of Man and has 
been back to the UK for refurbishment for further use. 


Sadly, 1999 saw little use of the vintage fleet on service 
30, with AEC Regent V 410 LMN only occasionally 
appearing, standard fare being short Darts. However 
repatriated all-Leyland Titan PD2 KMN 504 passed its 
psv examination, but has suffered an engine failure and 
is stored. Privately-owned ex-Stratford Blue/IOMRS 
Willowbrook-bodied PD3A/1 MN 2670 (GUE 1D) had 
been in open storage at Mount Murray and has been 
scrapped by Manx Metals. 


Readers interested in Manx transport in all its 
fascinating variety are recommended to read Manx 
Transport Review published by the Manx Electric 
Railway Society and kindly made available to ‘Fleet 
News’. First-rate coverage of bus developments 
(current, preserved and visiting) is given. For details, 
see the website at www.mers.org.im or send an SAE to 
PO Box 117, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM99 1JS. 
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This Caetano-bodied 
Dennis Dart SLF, DC1 


(V675 FPO), is the 


first new vehicle for 


White Rose of 
Staines. It was 
photographed 


leaving Esher station 


on a rail 
replacement 


contract. 
GEOFF RIXON 
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FLEETNEWS 


SANDY MACDONALD SCOTLAND 


First Edinburgh has 
modified the 
‘secondary fleet’ 
livery it adopted 
last summer. In the 
new version — 
shown here on 
Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Olympian 
960 — the green, 
yellow and blue 
stripes of the 
constituent SMT, 
Lowland and 
Midland Bluebird 
fleets are applied in 
the same style as 
FirstGroup’s pastel 
‘Barbie’ livery. 
RICHARD WALTER 


V701 FFB, the First 
CityLine Dennis 
Trident/East Lancs 
Lolyne in BP 
advertising livery, 
on a Cumbernauld 
express service 
during its stay with 
First Glasgow. This 
and an Alexander- 
bodied Trident were 
the first low-floor 
double-deckers to 
operate in 
Glasgow. 

BILLY NICOL 
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Reports to be sent, please, to Sandy Macdonald, 
12 Morton Gardens, Maxwell Park, Glasgow 


G41 4AF, to reach him by 17 March for the 
May issue. 


Aberfeldy Motors 


Van Hool C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-60 24 (XSV 234, 
H187 DVM) was given back its original registration 
before being sold to Moseley (dealer), Glenmavis in 
December. Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-61 XSV 893 
(C708 ENW) has also been sold, to Yule, Pitlochry. 


Addison, Callander 


An unusual licence condition applied by the Traffic 
Commissioner recently was the suspension of use of 
Renault S56 E104 JNH and Freight Rover Sherpa 
G271 GKG from 23 December until new MoT test 
certificates were produced for them. 


Allan, Gorebridge 


Van Hool C51Ft-bodied Scania K112CRB MX! 721 
(2968 PW, HIL 5677, E803 XKY); similar C53Ft-bodied 
CAZ 6832 (FIL 2688, CAZ 6832, E340 MHN); Plaxton 
C57F-bodied Volvo B58-61 TIB 8575 (FTH 999W); and 
Adamson C24F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 612D 

P593 CFT were acquired from Gannon, Gorebridge 
when that operator ceased in December. 


Allander, Milngavie 


Alexander H44/35F-bodied Ailsa B55-10s ECS 57V 
and LHS 747V were acquired from Marbill, 
Beith in January. 


Allison, Dunfermline 


Roe H47/29F-bodied Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1Rs 
EWY 74-6Y, previously Stagecoach Western 904-6, 


were acquired in January via AD Coach Sales (dealer), 


Witheridge. EWY 75Y quickly entered service in full 
fleet livery. 


Arriva Scotland West AA 


Further to last month’s issue, new Plaxton Pointer 2 
B39F-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs 798/9 are registered 
V311/2 NGD and not as quoted previously. 


193/5 (P59 XTN, P895 XCU) are B31F Optare 
MetroRiders acquired in January from Arriva 
Northumbria where they were numbered 900 and 895 
respectively. They are in corporate livery and allocated 
to Inchinnan depot. 

Optare MetroRiders 210/4-6, Mercedes-Benz 331/3/4, 
Scania L113CRLs 517/9, Dennis Darts 808/13, and 
Volvo Citybus 951 are also now in aquamarine and 
stone. 

Alexander-bodied Leyland Leopard 756 (GCS 56V) 
was re-registered WDS 291V around October. The 
ranks of this type have been thinned further with the 
recent disposal of 638/52 (TSJ 38, 52S) to the 
Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway Company. 


Christie, Alloa 


Alexander H45/30D-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
AN68C/1Rs GSC 631/2/48/50X, previously Lothian 
631/2/48/50, were acquired in December but were still 
in full Lothian livery by mid-January. 


The remains of Plaxton-bodied Bedford YNT VSE 66X 
had gone by January. 


ines tornon BP Greener Diegel 
cen | 


Coakley, Motherwell 


V90, 900 CBC are another two Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814Ds with Mellor bodywork which had entered 
service by mid-January. 


Collison, Stonehouse 


Recent additions comprise Wadham Stringer B48F- 
bodied Dennis Javelin 10SDA K199 FLS (15 KL 47), 
Plaxton C33F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 814D P21 KWA, 
and Plaxton C32F-bodied Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814D T810 TSC, all ex-Mitchell, Plean in November; 
East Lancs H51/37F-bodied Scania N113DRBs 

G806 JRH, G807/8 LAG ex-Stagecoach Transit 
(Kingston Upon Hull) 806-8 in December; and Reeve 
Burgess B33F-bodied Leyland Swift LBM6T/2RSO 
G642 WMG ex-Wilson, Strathaven also in December. 
P21 KWA was sold quickly to MW (dealer), Staverton 
without being used. 


Dart, Paisley 


From 18 December, this company took over operation 
of night service N31 (Glasgow-Johnstone), previously 
provided by Arriva Scotland West. 


Docherty, Irvine 


Hired Van Hool C53F bodied Volvo B10M-60 

H195 DVM was returned to Moseley (dealer), 
Glenmavis in November and passed immediately to 
King, Kirkcowan. 


First Aberdeen FG 


As well as agreeing a £400 million deal between 
FirstGroup and BP Amoco to supply ultra-low sulphur 
diesel to all FirstGroup subsidiaries (see last month's 
‘News’ section), the two partners have launched a 
Schools Environmental Charter. To publicise the 
partnership First CityLine East Lancs Lolyne H78F- 
bodied Dennis Trident V701 FFB has been given an 
allover sky blue livery. This bus was exhibited at Coach 
& Bus 99 in FirstGroup colours, but after being 
prepared for service by First Capital it arrived in 
Aberdeen in December to start a UK tour. Its electronic 
display has been programmed for one route of each 
subsidiary and for Aberdeen the chosen route was 23 
(Heathryfold-Summerhill). It entered service on 24 
December for a three-week trial, and was allocated 
loan fleetnumber 028. Unfortunately, because of 
Christmas and New Year holidays, it only notched up 
about five days’ service before leaving for First 
Glasgow on 6 January. After its tour it is expected to go 
to First Bristol for park-&-ride work with CityLine. 

Once again, Leyland Atlanteans have been exchanged 
with subsidiary Mairs Coaches. 303 (NRS 303W) has 
gone to Mairs for further service while 302 (NRS 302W) 
has returned to this fleet for cannibalisation. 


The Aberdeen & District Transport Preservation Group 


has acquired First Edinburgh’s Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Atlantean 709 (ORS 209R) and intends to 
restore it as Grampian 209. Rare former Aberdeen 
Corporation Crossley-bodied AEC Regent V D2RV6Gs 


207 (UFF 178, HRG 207) and 209 (HRG 209) were 


also purchased by this group last year from Roulston, 
Glasgow for continuing preservation. 


a 10% increase in mileage operated. Around 10 extra buses 
will be used after the changes and, while some peak services 
will increase, the most significant improvements will be in off- 
peak frequencies in evenings and at weekends. 


Services are to be grouped in corridors, and simplified to 
make them more easily marketed, just as was done when 
First Glasgow introduced its Overground network last August. 
The current network of 60-odd individual routes will benefit 
from elimination of most A, B, C, D and E-suffixed route 
variants which operate infrequently, and common corridor 
services will then be packaged as a more straightforward, 
high-frequency system. A second phase of these changes is 
expected to be implemented by the autumn. 

The two route managers appointed recently for the Airlink 
service and low-floor 44 route are expected to be joined by 
another eight in due course, each one taking on-the-road 
responsibility for their units and flagship corridors, as well as 
presenting a more visible passenger-friendly face. The 
existing complement of inspectors will be revised to 
accommodate these new posts, although revenue protection 
and roving inspectors will continue as before. 


| FIRST VALUE IN ABERDEEN 


From 3 January, service improvements on Stagecoach 
Bluebird’s main Aberdeen city route, 59 (Northfield- 
Balnagask-Torry), sharpened competition with First Aberdeen, 
the city’s major operator. This cross-town service competes 

| principally with First Aberdeen services 5 (Dubford- 
Balnagask) and 12 (Northfield-Torry-Balnagask). 

Bluebird’s upgrade comprised the replacement of two-year- 

| old Alexander PS-bodied Volvo B10Ms with newly-delivered 

| Alexander ALX300-bodied MAN 18.220s complete with Lo- 

| Liner branding; abandonment of the exact-fare policy to bring 

| this route into line with rural services; and extension of the 

| service deeper into Northfield closer to the Heathryfold 
terminus of First Aberdeen services 22 to Mastrick and 

| 23 to Summerhill, thus increasing Bluebird’s potential 
customer base. 


These changes came only a month after the improvement of 
Bluebird’s Aberdeen-Elrick corridor services which now 
operate with new low-floor buses running on increased 
frequencies which compete with, and match, the level of 
service offered by First Aberdeen between the city centre and 
the suburb of Woodend. 


First Aberdeen has attempted to counteract each move by 
putting its low-floor buses on to the routes which compete 
with those of Bluebird, although it does not appear to have 
enough buses of this type in the fleet at present to meet all 
the demands for them. The exact fare system has not been 
scrapped on First Aberdeen routes but other fare initiatives 
have been introduced to make its services more attractive. 
From 9 January, students could travel for £1 return on service 
| 20 (Hillhead of Seaton-Marischal College) on production of a 
valid matriculation card, and on 17 January a new return fare 
was introduced on all routes. Based on First Glasgow’s First 
Value scheme, this offers £1.40 returns after 09.30 and all 
day at weekends. See ‘News’, page 8. 


Not to be outdone, Bluebird matched the First Value offer in 
price from the same date but went farther by offering this 
concession from 09.00. A six-week trial scheme to assist 
commuters was also introduced from 24 January, allowing 10 
journeys to be made for the price of seven on 10 different 
services. First Aberdeen’s response to this, and to press 

| criticism that its initiatives did not assist morning commuters, 
| was to say that it would consider further offers to suit these 
travellers should there be a demand. 


SPT’S MOBILE TRAVEL CENTRE 


In January, Strathclyde Passenger Transport took delivery of 
what is believed to be the first-ever mobile travel centre. 
Funded from the Rural Transport Grant paid to SPT through 
its various constituent local authorities, the travel centre is 
designed to help disseminate information to rural dwellers 
about public transport services and to handle ticket and 
related sales. 

SPT currently provides travel centres at various urban 
locations throughout its area, including Greenock, Paisley, 
Barrhead, Kirkintilloch, Hamilton and East Kilbride in addition 
to those at transport termini such as Buchanan Bus Station 
and Glasgow Airport. These act as agents for many public 
transport operators and handle a substantial business in 
selling their tickets, in addition to being able to provide 
comprehensive information about all forms of public transport 
assisted by a modern computer-based journey planner 
system now being installed in them. 

The mobile travel centre is based on a Leyland DAF chassis 
fitted with purpose-built bodywork by W. B. S. Keillor Ltd of 
Kellas and is finished in a striking blue and yellow livery 
incorporating vinyls depicting the various forms of transport 
with which SPT is involved, including the Renfrew Ferry, a 
Mercedes-Benz Dial a Bus vehicle, and the Dennis Dart MPD 
demonstrator which SPT tried a year ago. A wheelchair lift is 
incorporated at the rear to ensure compliance with the 
Disability Discrimination Act. Internal space is split between 
areas for the staff and the public, the aim being to replicate 
the facilities in a static travel centre as far as possible. 


A provisional timetable has been developed under which the 
vehicle will operate to a regular cycle, visiting over 30 
destinations throughout SPT’s statutory area such as 
Helensburgh, Balloch, Lennoxtown, Kilsyth, Lanark, 
Strathaven, Auchinleck, West Kilbride, Largs and Bishopton. 
Areas such as Arran, Girvan, Dalmellington and Abington, 
where SPT acts as the public transport agent for the local 
council, may also be included. The vehicle may also attend 
exhibitions and other special events. 


Left: 

| Lothian Region Transport changed its registered name to aad ‘“ iP dea eas te st oh es 2, = a pltedon 
Scothian B | 6 eines but Meningie wee th Pointer-bodied Dennis Super Darts. They are due in service in mid- 
Re ee ee ond 10 Use ine March replacing Leyland Nationals and Lynxes. 


| Lothian LRT fleetname. In mid-March, it will embark on a RICHARD WALTER 
| major revision to its service network which is expected to see | 


| LOTHIAN NETWORK CHANGES 


Rack Edinburgh FG Leyland Tigers 138,302/3; MCW Metrobuses 


§27-9/31/2 (V527-9/31/2 ESH) Me Sea eg ESC) 

are further Wright Axcess Floline | 

‘Scania L94UBs which entored servica Pad October; 

_all are in corporate livery and are allocated to 

. Livingston depot. 

Further to the December issue, hired Dalkeith-based 76 

(M833 RCP) was not a DAF coach but an $B220 bus 

with Ikarus B49F bodywork; it was returned to Arriva 
Bus & Coach (dealer) in September and thereafter 

passed to UK North, Manchester. 


812/21/93; Leyland Olympian 945; Ailsas 1053/4/88/91; 


Volvo B10B 1209; Optare Metrorider 1531; and 
Leyland Lion 1979 have been repainted into First 
Edinburgh livery. 

Wright Axcess Floline-bodied Scania L94UBs 3, 7, 8 


(V133/7/8 ESC) were transferred to First Leeds in 


November. As noted above, Alexander-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean 709 (ORS 209R) has been sold to the 
Aberdeen & District Bus Preservation Group. 

Lowland Omnibuses Ltd was renamed First Edinburgh 
Ltd on 28 June but O-discs in the new name were not 
received until November, after which the legal lettering 
was changed on the vehicles. 


First Glasgow FG 


Two Dennis Trident demonstration buses were being 
used on the Glasgow-Cumbernauld services during 
January. As reported under First Aberdeen, V701 FFB, 
the East Lancs Lolyne-bodied example in sky blue 
FirstGroup/BP livery arrived on 6 January and joined 
Alexander ALX400-bodied V929 FMS in silver and 
metallic blue which had already been in use for a week 
or two. 

Some Dumbarton-based Dennis Darts and Alexander 
PS-bodied Volvo B10Ms operating on services 204/205 
are carrying ‘Leven Valley Link’ and ‘Leven Valley 
Express’ lettering in yellow. 
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FLEETNEWS 


SCOTLAND 


V424 GGD, the 
new Volvo B1OBLE 
with Alexander 
ALX300 body which 
McColl, Balloch has 
acquired for 
Strathclyde 
Passenger Transport 
contracts, including 
the Alexandria- 
Balmaha service. It 
was photographed 
in Balloch in 
January. 
MURDOCH CURRIE 
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Fox, Paisley 


G949 TDV, a Mercedes-Benz 709D with Carlyle B29F 
body, has been purchased ex-Slaemuir, Port Glasgow. 
The registration for the Paisley-Erskine service was 
cancelled from 13 January. 


Glasgow Citybus 


A second half-hourly service was due to be started in 
mid-February, between Glasgow City Centre and 
Kessington via Maryhill Road. 


Glen, Port Glasgow 


This company was granted a new licence in January 
after a period of being banned from holding one. 


Goosecroft, Denny 


Mercedes-Benz 609Ds F76 SMC and G34 OHS 

have gained the white, yellow and red fleet livery. While 
the former two-hourly Falkirk-Denny-Stirling service 
was withdrawn some time ago, services 139 
(Denny-Stirling) and 171 (Denny-Falkirk) are 

still being operated. 


Harte, Greenock 
Dennis Dart SLF T53 JBA has been named Ace Rider. 


Henderson, Hamilton 


Optare Prisma-bodied Mercedes-Benz 0.405 
$905 DUB was taken out of service following an 
accident in January. 


Highland Country RN 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Leopard 2083 (YSF 83S) 
was sold last October to Wacton (dealer), Bromyard 
while ECW-bodied Leyland Fleetlines D316 

(SAS 858T) and D324 (UAS 687) left the Highland Bus 
& Coach fleet for Hughes, Llandudno at that time. 


Highwayman, Errol 


Plaxton C32F-bodied Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814D 
R739 EGD was acquired in November, having 
previously been with White Ribbon, East Kilbride. 


King, Kirkcowan 


Van Hool C53F bodied Volvo B10M-60 H195 DVM was 
acquired in November, having been last used by 
Docherty, Irvine. Caetano C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-61 
E990 CHS (AlJ 774, E704 HKV) was sold to Moseley 
(dealer), Glenmavis in part exchange. 


Leask, Lerwick 


A Friday-only shoppers service between Lerwick and 
Wester Quarff via Gulberwick was started on 7 January. 


Long, Salsburgh 


Jonckheere-bodied Volvo B10M-62 RuJI 1890 
(N936 RBC) was sold to Mackie, Alloa in November. 


Lothian LRT 


Plaxton H49/26D-bodied Dennis Tridents 527/32/7 
(V527/32/7 ESC) had entered service from Marine 
Garage by November, leaving only 538 of this batch 
not reported in service by the end of the year. 
Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 631/2/48/50 
(GSC 631/2/48/50X) were acquired by Christie, Alloa in 
December and similar 637 (GSC 637X) was acquired 
by Collinson, Longridge around the same time. Older 
Atlantean 42 (BFS 42L), which was sold some time ago 
to Guide Friday, Stratford, was transferred last June to 
that company’s Dublin operation and subsequently re- 
registered 73 KE 523. 


McColl, Balloch 


A remarkable acquisition for this operator in October 
was V424 GGD, a new Volvo B10BLE with Alexander 
ALX300 body for use on the new SPT-subsidised local 
service contracts mentioned in the November issue. It 
is in allover white but carries advertising for McColl’s 
coaching and other businesses. 

A new livery is being adopted for the buses in this fleet, 
comprising cream with dark blue lower panels and roof 
in the style used for double-deckers in the Travel 
Dundee fleet. 

Northern Counties-bodied Leyland Atlantean 

SND 477X was sold to Maun, Sutton in Ashfield in 
November. 


MacEwan, Amisfield 


S47 KSM is a Ford Transit not previously recorded with 
this operator. 


McKindless, Wishaw 


Duple 320 C53F-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCLXC/2RH 
C110 JCS (HSK 760, C110 JCS) has been purchased 
recently, ex-Stagecoach Bluebird 455. 


Mackie, Alloa 


Jonckheere C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-62 Rul 1890 
(N936 RBC) was purchased in November 
ex-Long, Salsburgh. 


Mairs, Aberdeen FG 


Alexander H45/29D-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
AN68C/1R 726 (NRS 303W) has been acquired from 
First Aberdeen as a replacement for similar 724 
(NRS 302W) which suffered mechanical failure. 726 
retains green and cream Grampian Transport livery. 


Marbill, Beith 


Northern Counties-bodied Leyland Fileetlines 

ECS 883/5V were sold to Pride of the Clyde, Port 
Glasgow in November, while Alexander-bodied Ailsas 
ECS 57V and LHS 747V passed to Allander, Milngavie 
in January. 


Mayne, Buckie 

Five new coaches were due to be delivered to this fleet 
in the early part of the year comprising three Bova 
Futuras and two C22F Toyota Optimos, with 
registrations V888 GSM and V999 GSM booked for the 
latter pair. 

Van Hool-bodied DAF K120 LSR (WFE 36, K120 LSR) 
has been re-registered YSV 990. 1974 Duple-bodied 
Ford R1114 PUF 249M is now stored for vintage use 
and summer-term school work. Duple-bodied Bedford 
OB KKN 752 is also still owned for publicity purposes, 
attendance at rallies and similar events. 

Duple C53F bodied Volvo B58-56 FON 980V was sold 
to Walker, Fochabers in November. 


Millport Motors, Millport 


Leyland National GGE 173T has been repainted allover 
white with dark blue skirt and blue Millport Motors 
fleetnames, matching Dennis Dart N804 GRV. Despite 
this, it remains delicensed as does similar GGE 169T. 
Dennis Dart SLF P743 HND remains allover white with 
dark blue fleetnames. 


Mitchell, Plean 


Wadham Stringer-bodied Dennis Javelin K199 FLS 
(15 KL 47) and Plaxton-bodied Mercedes-Benz 814D 
P21 KWA were sold to Collison, Stonehouse in 
November. 


Moffat & Williamson, Gauldry 


V116 ESL is one of two new Plaxton-bodied Mercedes- 
Benz Vario 0.814Ds which entered service in January. 


Myles, Crieff 


Hourly, Monday to Saturday service 45 (Crieff Hospital 
circular) was started on 3 January. 


Nicoll, Laurencekirk 


Alexander B25F-bodied Renault S56 E906 GCU 
passed to MacDonald, Inverness last July. 
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FLEET: 
BASED: 


FOUNDED: 
WHERE DOES 
IT OPERATE?: 


1947 


locall 
LIVERY: 


FLEET /NFOCUS 


Mayne’s Coaches 
Cluny Garage, March Road Industrial Estate, 
Buckie, Banffshire. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

FG — FirstGroup 

NX — National 
Express 
Group 


RN — Rapsons 

ST— Stagecoach 

YT — Yorkshire 
Traction 


Private hire and tour work is undertaken throughout Britain 
and continental Europe. School contracts are also operated 
including one which is registered as a local service. 


HOW MANY 
VEHICLES?: 


MOST UNUSUAL 
VEHICLE: 


Mainly blue with white and gold stripes and relief. 
Operator licence allows for 30 vehicles but 22 are owned at 
present comprising mainly DAF, Dennis, MAN, 
Mercedes-Benz, Scania and Volvo coaches. Distinctive 

registrations have characterised the fleet for many years, 
initially using theBanffshire SE mark, later BCK 

reflecting the registration on the local fishing fleet, 


and nowadays GSM for Gordon S. Mayne. 


Duple Vista-bodied Bedford OB KKN 752, identical 
to the first coach bought in 1947, was bought in 1997 

for preservation and private hire work. Equally eye-catching 
in a different way is Irizar Century-bodied Scania K113 
tri-axle 7 MCB which was the winner of a Scania 
competition for livery design — the prize was to have the 
coach painted in the livery (including the six dolphins 
and 14 fish) which had been designed by the 


company’s staff. 


Oban & District 


Vehicles in the new red and cream livery by October 
were Optare MetroRider L100 WCM, Mercedes-Benz 
711D R303 VSB and Dennis Dart MPDs T190/1 AUA. 
Dennis Darts N101, 202 WSB had also been repainted 
into these colours at that time, but without blue flashes 
or fleetnames. 

LDV Convoy S373 PGB of West Coast Motors was 
also running for Oban & District in October. 


Oor Taxi, Annan 


From 3 January, this firm has provided a subsidised 
service between Annan and Lockerbie Industrial 
Estate, comprising Friday and Saturday evening 
journeys together with a two-hourly service on 
Sundays. 


March 2000 


Orion, Wemyss Bay 


B29F Optare MetroRider J797 MHF, previously 
Stagecoach Red & White 256, was acquired 
in November. 


Park, Hamilton 


This company will be among the first operators to take 
delivery of Plaxton’s new-generation stainless steel 
Paragon coachwork. Ten are being built for the touring 
fleet and should arrive within a few weeks. 


Paterson, Kilbirnie 


Further to last April’s issue, the new Bova was 
delivered as T50 TPB rather than T60 TPB. 


PD Travel, Glasgow 


Reeve Burgess B20F-bodied Mercedes-Benz L608D 
C312 SPL has been added to the fleet, having 
previously been with Carlton, Glasgow. 


Left: 

P555 GSM is a Van Hool 
Alizée-bodied Volvo B10M-62 
new to Mayne’s in 1996. 
ERNEST BARNETT 


bodied Scania 7 MCB 
carries a striking prize- 
winning livery designed by 
the Mayne’s staff. 
MAYNE’S COACHES 


Pegasus, Perth 


Caetano C19F-bodied Toyota Coaster HB31R 

E179 DBB and Plaxton C53F-bodied Scania K113CRB 
G888 VNA were purchased in December, both having 
previously been in the now-defunct Lawson, 

Methven fleet. 


Van Hool-bodied DAF SB3000 coach G538 LWU was 
re-registered FIL 7663 some time ago. 


Post Office 


During the past year or so, hired Honda Civic 1.6iLS 
estate car T508 NLL has been operating the Birnam- 
Aberfeldy service. Another vehicle on trial from the end 
of July last year, albeit in full livery, was LDV Convoy 
low-roof 10-seater demonstrator R783 AOE, used 
initially on Linlithgow-Blackness/Maddiston and 
subsequently at Biggar. 
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Land Rover 90 four-seaters 1770104/5 (J482/3 FSR) 
were withdrawn about a year ago, with the former 
being written off after sustaining accident damage. Also 
written off as a result of accident damage at that time 
was Castle Douglas-Corsock Ford Mondeo 1.8TD 
estate car 5760018 (M439 FSC) . 


Prentice, Haddington 


Van Hool C49Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-61 B229 LSO 
(PSU 629, 737 ABD, B229 LSO) was acquired in 
August ex-Mairs, Aberdeen 704 and immediately re- 
registered SIL 1075. 


A subsequent addition in December was the unusual 
Crest C37F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 814L R132 KGD, 
previously with White Ribbon, East Kilbride. Elme 
C31F-bodied Leyland Swift LBM6T/1RS G606 KBV 
passed to Blythswood (dealer), Glasgow in exchange. 


Prentice, West Calder 


Duple C57F-bodied DAF MB230 E597 LVH was 
acquired in November ex-Driver Express, Horsham. 
Bova 383 DVF is named Stirling Bridge. 


Pride of the Clyde, Port Glasgow 


Northern Counties H44/31F-bodied Leyland Fleetline 
FE30AGRs ECS 883/5V were acquired in November 
ex-Marbill, Beith. 


Rapsons Coaches RN 


The former Peace services in Orkney were re- 
registered in the name of Rapson’s Coaches (trading 
as Peace’s Coaches) from 1 December. They 
comprised 1 (Kirkwall-Stromness via Finstown), 2 
(Kirkwall-Houton Ferry), 3 (Kirkwall-East Holm), 4 
(Kirkwall-Deerness), 5 (Kirkwall town service), and 8 
(Kirkwall-Stromness via Dounby). Service 7A (Kirkwall- 
Stromness via Birsay) was re-registered in the name of 
Rapson’s Coaches (trading as Shalder Coaches) from 
6 January. 


From 18 December, the former Dunnet/Sutherland 
services in Caithness were re-registered by the 
company trading as Dunnet’s Motors; they comprise 
Thurso-John o’Groats, Helmsdale-Wick (Safeway), 
Thurso-Vulcan (Rolls-Royce), and Wick-Thurso 
Business Park. 


Rowe, Muirkirk 


Dormobile B20F-bodied Ford Transit G188 GSG had 
passed to Walsh, Halifax by September. 


Shawburn, Coatbridge 


Toyota BB50R/Caetano Optimo V275 GGD was new in 
November, when it replaced Made to Measure C22F- 
bodied Mercedes-Benz 609D G100 SVM which was 
sold to Holloway (dealer), Willenhall. 


Shetland Islands Council 


The registration for the inter-island service between 
Lerwick bus station and Brough on the island of 
Whalsay was cancelled from 5 February. 


Shuttle Buses, Kilwinning 


Alexander P-type B52F-bodied Leyland Tiger 
TRBLXB/2RH A121 GSA was purchased in December, 
having previously been Stagecoach Bluebird 424. 


Leyland National WJI 9367 (ENJ 917V) was given back 
its original registration before being sold in December 
to Ramm (dealer), Sudden in exchange for the Tiger. 
This allowed Duple Laser-bodied Leyland Tiger 

B149 ALG to be re-registered WJI 9367. 

Having donated its engine to E634 DCK, stored Dodge 
$56 D921 KWW has been broken up on site. 


Slaemuir, Port Glasgow 


This operator has introduced yellow-on-black 
destination blinds in lieu of the registration plate 
destination boards used up to now. Carlyle-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz 709D G949 TDV has been sold to 
Fox, Paisley. 


Stagecoach Bluebird ST 


707/11/3 (V707/11/3 DSA) are the outstanding 
Alexander ALX300 B42F-bodied MAN 18.220HOCL 
buses which had arrived by mid-December, completing 
the batch. They are allocated to Aberdeen depot. 


Further to last month’s issue, Alexander PS-bodied 
Volvo B10M-55s N212/4 LTN are numbered 668/70 as 
not as previously reported. Further B49F-bodied 
examples of this type taken in from Stagecoach 
Busways comprise 663-7/9/71/2 (N207-11/3 LTN, 
P118/9 XCN); they were numbered 2207-11/3/8/9 by 
their previous owner. These additions have been 
allocated to Inverness (663/5), Perth (6646-70), and 
Elgin (671/2). 


Leyland Tigers re-registered recently comprise 
Alexander TC-bodied 442-6 (TSV 718-22, B328- 

32 LSA), 453 (147 YFM, D439 XRS), Alexander TE- 
bodied 448 (127 ASV, BMS 513Y), 459 (RIB 4309, 
A40 XHE), and Plaxton Paramount-bodied 439 

(NIB 5232, B47 DWE) all of which have reverted to 
their original marks; Alexander TC-bodied 450 

(NUF 276, D744 BRS, BSK 744, D436 BRS) back to 
D744 BRS; and Plaxton Paramount-bodied 457 
(VLT 245) to CSO 587Y. More Volvo coaches re- 
registered comprise Plaxton Paramount-bodied 523 
(H402 DEG) to TSU 638; Plaxton Interurban-bodied 
563-70 (K563-70 GSA) to TSV 720-2, 126-8 ASV, 
VLT 272/45 respectively; and Plaxton Expressliner- 
bodied 599 (J909 NKP) to 927 GTA, 600 (K910 TKP) to 
HSK 760, and 638 (L81 YBB) to BSK 756. 


Sixteen Leyland Tigers sold to Houston Ramm (dealer), 
Sudden by the end of December were Alexander P- 
type 421/3/4/7/8/30 (A116/8/21/4/5/7 GSA); Duple 
Laser-bodied 431 (PES 190Y, GSU 341, VTY 130Y), 
435 (A942 XGG, GSU 343, A506 PST), 460 

(AAX 600A, A219 VWO), 463 (AAX 589A, A216 VWO), 
464 (AAX 601A, A218 VWO), 465 (AKG 162A, 

A223 VWO), 466 (A45 YAK, NIB 4138, A45 YAK); 
Plaxton Paramount-bodied 438 (FKK 838Y, TSU 638, 
FKK 838Y); and Duple 320-bodied 455 (C110 JCS, 
HSK 760, C110 JCS), 456 (C111 JCS, 927 GTA, 

C111 JCS). As reported above, 424 subsequently 
passed to Shuttle Buses, Kilwinning. 


Stagecoach Fife ST 


Alexander Dash B36F-bodied Dennis Dart 9.8SDL 
681-3 (N304/6/7 AMC) have been added to the fleet 
ex-Stagecoach London DAL4, 6, 7, together with 
Plaxton Pointer B34F-bodied Dart 9SDLs 680 

(K122 SRH), previously Stagecoach London DRL122; 
681 is allocated to Glenrothes depot. 


To combat the M8 Motorvator service between 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, the Stagecoach-owned 
Scottish Highway Express operation on this route has 
been increased to twice-hourly with the additional 
resources being supplied by this company. Initially, the 
regular performers were Van Hool-bodied B10M-61 506 
and Berkhof Excellence-bodied Volvo B10M-62s 522/4, 
but another vehicle being used by mid-December was 
Plaxton Premiere C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-62 

M404 BFG in white with red and blue stripes and 
Coach USA logos. 


Plaxton Interurban-bodied Dennis Javelin 11SDLs 
513/4 (M103/4 CCD) have been transferred to 
Stagecoach Rhondda. 


Stagecoach Glasgow ST 


Former A1 Service-liveried Alexander-bodied Volvo 
Olympian 918 (N852 VHH) has been transferred to this 
fleet from Stagecoach Western to provide additional 
capacity on services X1 and X2 to East Kilbride, and is 
in corporate livery with Stagecoach Express 
fleetnames. Similar corporate-liveried 919 (N853 VHH) 
has also been transferred and should get these 
fleetnames in due course. 


Stagecoach Western ST 


Alexander ALX300 B42F-bodied MAN 18.220s 601-6 
(V601-6 GCS) were new in December and are 
expected to be based at Kilmarnock depot. 602 was 
being used for driver familiarisation by Christmas and 
one was operating in Glasgow on 3 January. 


This company has also received vehicles cascaded 
from Stagecoach London in the shape of Wright 
Handybus B35F-bodied Dennis Dart 9SDLs 440-2 
(NDZ 3026/4/5) and similar Plaxton Pointer B34F- 
bodied 443/6/7/50/3/4 (K119/35 SRH, 

L136/42/5/6 VRH). These buses were numbered 
DWL26/4/5, DRL119/35/6/42/5/6 respectively by their 
previous owner and it is understood that a further six 
Darts are expected from London. 


1043 (D452 UGB, 80 KF 72) is the second of the 
former military Renault G13 buses to enter service as a 
driver trainer in fleet colours; it has a Wadham Stringer 
B39F body. 


Alexander-bodied Volvo Citybus 894 has emerged from 
Kilmarnock body shop with its rear windows panelled 
over. 


Volvo Olympians 918/9 (N852/3 VHH) have been 
transferred to Stagecoach Glasgow. Former A1 Service 
Roe-bodied Leyland Olympians 904-6 (EWY 74-6Y) 
were sold in December to AD Coach Sales (dealer), 
Witheridge but subsequently passed to Allison, 
Dunfermline. ECW-bodied Bristol VRT 834 

(UWV 6138S) has been sold to Chepstow Classic 
Coaches while Leyland-bodied Leyland Titans 952 
(OHV 710Y), 959/60 (NUW 618/74Y) have gone to 
Dunsmore (dealer), Larkhall for scrap. 


Stokes, Carstairs 


Van Hool C53F-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3RH 
WSU 209 (C180 EME) passed to Holder, Charlton in 
March 1999. 


Stuart, Carluke 


Jonckheere C51Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-60 RRU 345 
(H52 VNH) was sold to Walsh, Middleton in September. 


Thistle, Dalry 


The acquisition of Carlyle B18F-bodied Ford Transit 
C89 AUB from Shuttle Buses, Kilwinning about a year 
ago has escaped recording until now. 


Travel Dundee NX 


Wright Renown B45F-bodied Volvo B10BLEs 178/9 
(V178/9 ESL) had entered service by the end of 
December, leaving only 176/7 to appear to complete 
the batch. Similar 165/7/8 (V165/7/8 ESL) were 
delivered carrying registrations V422/3/6 DSN for some 
unknown reason. 

Carlyle-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709Ds G713/03/5 HOP 
were numbered 213/03/5 in the Travel West Midlands 
fleet; G703/5 HOP have been numbered 210/1 in this 
one. 

Duple 320-bodied Dennis Javelin TC12 and Plaxton- 
bodied Volvo B10M-60 TC21 have been painted into 
the purple coach livery. 

Alexander-bodied Ailsa 48 (HSR 48X) passed to Travel 
West Midlands in November. 


Walker, Fochabers 


Duple C53F bodied Volvo B58-56 FON 980V was 
acquired from Mayne, Buckie in November. 


Waverley, Edinburgh 


Plaxton Beaver 2 B27F-bodied Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814D V478 FSF was new in November and replaced 
Mellor B29F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D N231 MUS 
which went to Western (dealer), Newbridge in 
exchange. MAN SR280HR-C49Ft integral MIL 5576 
(NSC 791X, 972 FGD, LBX 935X, 730 MMJ, 

VPD 843X, 365 WHT, STT 619X) also left the fleet 

last year. 


Weir, Clydebank 


Caetano C49Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-62 P682 DRS was 
acquired in January ex-Whyte, Newmachar. UVG 
CitiStar B29F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D N950 MGG 
was sold to Blythswood (dealer), Glasgow at that time. 


West Coast, Campbeltown 


$373 PGB is an M16 LDV Convoy which was new last 
June. Van Hool-bodied DAF SB3000 V100 WCM is in 
Scottish Citylink livery. 


Western Isles Council 


Further to the January issue, it has been reported 
that photographic evidence exists to prove that 
Duple-bodied DAF F636 OHD definitely is part of this 
fleet — but there is doubt about F634 OHD having 
been acquired. 


White Star, Lockerbie 


Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis Dart SLF S775 RNE 
was hired from Mistral (dealer), Knutsford during 
January pending the delivery of similar V975 DRM. 


Whyte, Newmachar 


Caetano-bodied Volvo B10M-62 P682 DRS was sold to 
Weir, Clydebank in January. 


Wilson, Carnwath 


Further to previous reports, Plaxton bodied Volvo 
B10M-62s N373/4 EAK were not sold to Kirkby 
(dealer), Anston in January 1999, but were only sent 
there for repairs. They are therefore still in use. 


MCW Metrorider D475 PON and Alexander-bodied 
Renault S56 E348 WYS were sold for scrap to 
Dunsmore (dealer), Larkhall last year. 


Yule, Pitlochry 


Two recent acquisitions are Plaxton C55F-bodied Volvo 
B10M-61 XSV 893 (C708 ENW) ex-Aberfeldy Motors 
and Autobus Classique C24F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 
711D N779 WEF ex-Gilchrist, Great Lumley. 
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BUSES IN e705 


Stewart J Brown 


The latest Buses in Britain volume 
from Stewart Brown looks back 
25 years by focusing on the 
mid-1970s. It follows the same 
style as the other books in the 
series with a chapter on each 
region accompanied by colour 
photographs throughout - a 
beautiful record showing how 
much has changed. 


ISBN 185414 217 8 
200pp, 26 by 23 cm, hardback, 
£25 AVAILABLE NOW 
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The London Bus File series 
has recently been added to 
by this new volume covering 
the war years. In line with 
the other books in the series, 
it lists all the buses and 
coaches in London Transport 
ownership together with 
dates of entry into stock and 
withdrawal. Well illustrated. 


ISBN 185414 216 X 
104pp, A5, paperback, 
£9.95 AVAILABLE NOW 


Provides you with the opportunity to study the old as well as the neW............ 
Magazine, library & archive, study tours, photo service and timetable news.. 
Write to: The Secretary(OS), Meadow Road, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 1QR 


Building and 
Overhauling 
London Buses 


Colin Curtis 


and 
Alan Townsin 


London Transport’s Chiswick 
Works handled the overhauling of 
London’s buses from 1921 until 
Aldenham took over the body 
overhauls in the mid-1950s. Pre- 
war it also built buses, including a 
number of experimental designs. 
This new book by Colin Curtis and 
Alan Townsin tells the story of the 
works. 


ISBN 185414 218 6 
88pp, 26 by 23 cm, hardback, 
£14.95 AVAILABLE NOW 


LONDON BUS r 
HANDBOOK 


The new edition of the 

London Bus Handbook is to be 
published mid-April and 
includes details and full fleet 
lists of all buses on London 
Transport services as at February 
2000. Vehicles in current use 
are illustrated in 180 colour 
photographs, including all 
recent new deliveries. 


ISBN 185414 227 5 
176pp, A5, paperback, 
£15 AVAILABLE APRIL 
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WHY JOIN US? BECAUSE WE OFFER 


MONTHLY NEWSHEETS - 9 geographical areas covering UK & IRE 


MONTHLY - Editorial - industry updates etc 


QUARTERLY — Overseas journal 


QUARTERLY - Preserved.& ex PSV.Journal 


RANGE OF PUBLIGATIONS.= Discounts for members 


MONTHLY. SOGIAL.MEETINGS - 8 venues throughout UK 
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LIBRARY — For'reséarch purposes 


The lan Allan Group and lan Allan Publishing Ltd are 
now on the Internet and there is direct access to 
the Buses site via this address: 


@ PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICE 


Formore information, a free sample news sheet and current 
sales list contact:- 


THE 


PSV 


CIRCLE 


PSV CIRCLE (B3), 
10 May Close, Chessington, 
Surrey KT9 2AP 


OR E-mail us on: PSV.CIRCLE@zoo.co.uk 


Happy surfing! 
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FLEETNEWS 


G. IRVINE MILLAR & IAN MOLLOY |RELAND 


Dublin Bus’s first 
20 Wright-bodied 
Volvo B6BLEs have 
been divided 
equally between 
the City Imp and 
regular service 
fleets. Imp-liveried 
WV4 helps provide 
additional capacity 
on route 150. 


DARREN HALL 


Where to send your Irish news reports 

Reports on Northern Ireland operators, please, to: 
G. Irvine Millar, 54 Castlemore Avenue, 

Belfast, BT6 9RG. 

Reports on Irish Republic operators, please, to: 

lan Molloy, Willow Grove, Newtownpark Avenue, 


Blackrock, Co Dublin, or by e-mail to: 
ntpa @eircom.net. 


Ulsterbus 


The first of 10 Optare Solo midibuses purchased with 
support from the Rural Transport Fund has been 
delivered, but application of fleetnames and other 
finishing touches was required before any could enter 
service. They are to wear a smaller version of the 
Translink corporate livery for low-floor buses, and it is 
understood that they will replace Mercedes-Benz 
minibuses at Larne, Enniskillen, Newcastle, Dungannon 
and possibly at other depots. 

Ten more new low-floor Volvo B10BLE/Wright Renown 
B45F are 2821-30 (CCZ 8821-30), allocated to Bangor 
and Newtownards (two each), Craigavon (four) and 
Coleraine (two). 


Vehicles sold to Beattie, Hillsborough for scrap are 
Mercedes-Benz 609D 35 (LXI 1035), Leyland 
Tiger/Plaxton 502 (RXI 5502), Bristol RELL/Alexander 
2259 (ROI! 2259) and two Leyland Leopard/Alexander 
tow vehicles, Y-type 1889 (RAG 389M) originally 
purchased from the Scottish Bus Group as a trainer, 
and 9512 (ex-1512) (DO! 1512) new in 1972 


It has proved impractical to establish an Easibus 
network in Dungannon district, so Easibus-liveried 
Dennis Dart SLF/Wright Crusader 644 (YAZ 8644) has 
been exchanged for Mercedes-Benz 711D minibus 900 
(JAZ 3900) from Bangor. 


Another similar Dart, 646 (YAZ 8646) which had been 
on loan to Flexibus since delivery last summer, has 
been transferred to Citybus for the Royal Victoria 
Hospital-city centre shuttle, Citybus’s only minibus 
service, and now wears Royal Hospital Group livery. It 
has replaced Mercedes-Benz 811D/Wright 1809 

(SX! 2809), originally one of Ulsterbus’s Airbus vehicles 
from 1990 to 1993; 1808 may rejoin similar vehicles — 
all of which have wheelchair lifts slung under the 
nearside of their bodywork — in the Flexibus fleet. 


Dublin Bus 


Competition with Aircoach has continued to develop. 
Since 20 December, Dublin Bus has offered a reduced 
IR£2 fare to all passengers in possession of an 

Aer Lingus ticket/receipt for a flight on the day of travel 
while Aircoach has been offering a similar deal to 
Ryanair passengers. Passengers flying with other 
airlines apparently still have to pay full fares. 


Now that Airlink Volvo Olympians RV639/40 are in 
service, RV595 (operated temporarily on these duties) 
has re-entered service at Phibsboro on Euro duties, 
while RV592 has gone into temporary store there 
pending destination box modifications at Louth 
Commercials. Unallocated RV628/9 have been on 
temporary loan to Bus Eireann (see below), while 
RV576-9 have entered service at Donnybrook and 
RV637/8 at Summerhill. At the time of writing, 19 other 
Olympians — RV549/74/5, 620-7/30-6 — were in store, 
awaiting allocation, but were expected to replace 
ageing KD-class Bombardier double-deckers and KC- 
class GAC Citybus single-deckers. Delays in 
implementing such infrastructure improvements as bus 
lanes and footpath realignments, mean that the Finglas 
Quality Bus Corridor via Phibsboro and Glasnevin — 
the next QBC (see page 28) — cannot start for several 
months, so is likely to be operated with the Alexander- 


bodied Volvo B7L double-deckers mentioned 
last month. 


Conyngham Road's recently allocated Olympians 
RV610-7 carry ‘Lucan Road 25A Flyer’ branding. The 
last green-liveried Olympians, RH94 and RA207, 
retained their old garb into January, but have since 
been repainted in blue/cream/orange; RA207 was the 
last to be treated. 


The introduction of City Imp-liveried Volvo BEBLEs 
WV1-10 (so numbered to avoid a clash with Bus 
Eireann’s B10B-based VWs) on to route 150 
necessitated a switch of city centre terminus for the 150 
from Fleet Street, which is not so easily reached by 
these larger buses, to Poolbeg Street; they have 
displaced 29-seat ME/ML-class Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 
to route 83 (College Green-Kimmage), allowing all of 
Wright-bodied 811Ds MW1-10 (90 D 5001-10) to be 
withdrawn and offered for sale to trade buyers. 
However, because there were insufficient numbers of 
29-seaters at Ringsend, 23-seat ML9-11 were 
exchanged with Phibsboro’s 29-seat ME38-40. 


Pending agreement on a new initiative involving route 
300 and other services, Clontarf's blue/cream/orange- 
liveried WV11-8 have been operating routes 51A, 
101/3, while WV19/20 have been placed in store at 
Broadstone; WV20 was used briefly in early-January. 


Following the arrival of Olympians and B6BLEs and the 
return of Alexander-bodied DAF SB220s AD22/3 to 
Donnybrook from loan to Bus Eireann at Waterford, 
Bombardiers KD10, 106/9 (10 JZL etc) of 1981/82, 
KD287 (287 OZU) of 1982 and KD316/8/9 (GSI 316 
etc) of 1983 have been withdrawn, together with GAC 
Citybuses KC29, 68/9, 71/5/9 (KZG 29 etc) and KC95, 
111/2/4/5 (UZG 95 etc) of 1984/86. These withdrawals 
leave Clontarf with only four Bombardiers 
(KD107/8/13/4) and eight GACs (KC113/38/9/73/95-8). 
KC79 has been sold to the Transport Museum Society 
of Ireland for preservation. 


Leyland Atlantean tour buses DF413, D464, 635 
(413/64 ZD, 635 ZO) have also been withdrawn. DAF- 
engined DF413 was open-top. 


Further to last month's issue, new minibus route 321 
(Connolly Station-Mater Hospital) terminates in Amiens 
Street and not on the ramp at Connolly Station. 


Bus Eireann 


VP93-8, leased Volvo B10M/Plaxton Excalibur 
Expressway coaches similar to VP81-92, were 
delivered on 1 February and similar VP99-104 were 
expected to follow. It now appears that 47 (not 41) 
similar coaches are being purchased this year and that 
these will be numbered in a separate series starting 
with VP301; the first are due in March. 


In mid-December, seven more 1986 Van Hool Acron 
coaches, CVH13/7/8, 20-2 and CVS24 (SI 2013 etc), 
were withdrawn and sold to Lough Swilly (see below). 
Around the same time, Volvo B10M/Plaxton coaches 
VP22-4/7-9, 31/3 were returned to Volvo Contract 
Services in the UK; similar VP30 has been withdrawn 
and was receiving attention at Louth Commercials, 
while VP21/5/6, 34/5 continued in temporary use at 
Broadstone. 


Caetano-bodied B10Ms VC140/1 have been transferred 
to Cork from Limerick in exchange for Plaxton 
B10Ms VP86/9. 


In addition to Mercedes minibuses ME210, ML108-10 
(see January ‘Fleet News’), Navan town is served by 
PL86/8, 106 and VP34. 


Further news of the leased Dennis Dart SLFs reported 
last month is that all 23, DPL1-23, have been received 
from Dawsonrentals and all but DPL7 (S793 RRL) have 
been placed in service; some UK paperwork was 
outstanding for DPL7, which has not yet been allocated 
an Irish registration mark. Additional information is that 
DPL2 (97 D 63758, R524 YAP) has East Lancs and 
not Wright bodywork, DPL8’s UK registration was 

7438 EBD, DPL9 has been registered 99 D 81367, 
DPL11-3 have been registered 99 D 81366/9/70, and 
that the three additional vehicles 
for Waterford are Plaxton-bodied 
DPL21/2 (99 D 81371, 

S726 KNV; 00 D 5599) and East 
Lancs-bodied DPL23 

(97 D 63760, R526 YAP). 
DPL22 is the company’s first 
bus with a 00-prefixed 
registration. 


DPL8 went to Galway in place of 
DPL7, and Volvo B10Ls 
VWL2/4/5 were transferred from 
Galway to Cork with VWL3 due 
to follow them. In addition to 
VW8 and VNC1, VWS9 is also to 
move from Limerick to Cork as 
soon as its Heineken lager 
advertising contract ends. 
Waterford has transferred DAFs 
AD22/3 back to Dublin Bus and 
DA6 has gone back to Cork. 


Cork-based GAC Citybus KC129 
is the third of the class to be 
rebuilt from B35D to B45F, 


reclassed as KS129 for school duties. Van Hoo! coach 
CVH82 has become school bus CVS32 at Galway and 
Drogheda-based GAC rural bus KR162 has become 
school bus KS162 at Dundalk. Similar KS91 continues 
to be allocated to Sligo district, but is now serviced at 
Longford instead of Ballina. 


Limerick has withdrawn GAC Citybus KC184 (LZS 184) 
of 1985 (out of service since August) and has 
earmarked similar KC179/81-3/5/8/9 for early 
withdrawal, leaving fleet-liveried KC187/90 and 
advertising-liveried KC178/94 (Evening Echo), KC180 
(7 Up/Cool Down), KC186 (Heinz Beanz), KC192 
(Heinz Ketchup) and KC193 (Esso) which will stay in 
service until their contracts expire. 


Ballina has withdrawn ex-Ulsterbus Bristol 
RELL6G/Alexander BG28 (77 D 208). Leyland Leopard 
school bus MS45 (45 IK) has been sold to Damien 
Hughes, Drogheda for preservation. Further to last 
month’s issue, similar MS8 is not the last of its class in 
Donegal, as MGS212 is still in use there, too. 


Provided driver agreement is secured, it is hoped to run 
a trial of double-deckers on outer suburban commuter 
services, in an attempt to alleviate overcrowding now 
that rapid urban expansion, especially around Dublin, is 
encouraging large numbers of people to commute daily 
over distances of 30 to 40 miles each way. This traffic, 
generated partly by the Celtic Tiger economic boom, 
has placed a severe strain on outer suburban services 
while, at the same time, it has also presented the 
company with a good business opportunity. Two as-yet 
unused Dublin Bus Volvo Olympians, RV628/9, have 
been borrowed with a view to running a two-week trial 
on services 103 (Abbey Street-Ashbourne) and 109 
(Bus Aras-Navan), based at Broadstone. 


IRISH INDEPENDENTS 


Ards Tours, Newtownards 


This Northern Ireland operator, which specialises in 
stage carriage services and private hires for schools in 
the Dundonald area, is replacing its entire fleet. Three 
First Mainline Dennis Dominators with Rolls-Royce 
engines and Alexander RH bodies, one of them 

KKU 119W, are replacing Leyland Titans 

CUL 71/4, 93V; CUL 98V is to be scrapped while the 
other two will return to England. 


Bee Line, Dublin 


This new operator has a wedding bus service in 
competition with Dublin Bus, using double-decker 
78 D 1027 of which no further details are yet available. 


Hyland Coaches, Dublin 


Mostly for school transport work, this operator has 

84 D 7221, a Leyland Atlantean AN68/Northern 
Counties double-decker believed to be ex-Stagecoach 
Manchester's Magic Bus fleet. 


J. J. Kavanagh, Urlingford 


New Volvo B10M/Plaxton Premiere 350 coaches noted 
are 00 KK 11, 00 TN 1 and 00 WD 11, all with panelled- 
in rear windows to suggest a servery area. 


Further to January ‘Fleet News’, 99 KE 11 is a 
second Volvo B10BLE/Alexander ALX300 

(similar to 99 KE 111) for Naas-Newbridge town and 
related services. 


Londonderry & Lough Swilly 


As recorded under the Bus Eireann heading, Van Hool 
Acron integral coaches S! 2013/7/8/20-2/4 have been 
purchased. SI 2024 (expected to be the first into 
service, possibly numbered 008) made the journey from 
Broadstone to Derry under its own power during the 
week commencing 13 December, but the other six went 
by low-loader. Earlier acquisition 005 (SI 2002) entered 
service on 17 December. 

In store at Springtown Garage, Derry along with the ex- 
Bus Eireann coaches are C255 SPC, an ex-Arriva East 
Herts & Essex Leyland Tiger/Duple 340, and 

J218 HDS, an ex-Arriva Scotland West Mercedes-Benz 
709D/Carlyle B29F. 

The Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust has acquired 
Marshall-bodied Bristol RESL6L 284, previously Ribble 
321 (LRN 3214). 


O'Donoghue, Clonmel 


This operator provides two Clonmel town services 
using 89 TS 3227, a 29-seat Mercedes-Benz minibus. 


Miscellaneous operators 


84 WW 743, a former Stagecoach Kingston Upon Hull 
Dennis Dominator/Alexander H43/32F (previously 209: 
B109 UAT) was noted near Blackrock on 8 January in 
full Stagecoach livery. The identity of its new Irish 
owner was not known 
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TEL: (01932) 266600. FAX: 01932 266601 
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Advertisers are reminded to observe the 
provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act and 


— the Business Advertisements (Disclosure] Order 
=— 1977 which requires all persons who seek to 


sell goods in the course of trade or business to 
make the fact clear in the advertisement. All 
trade advertisements should be marked with 
the word trade. There is a maximum fine of 
£2,000 for contravention of this Order. The 
publisher reserves the right to refuse or 
withdraw any advertisement at its discretion 
without stating a reason, and does not accept 
responsibility for omissions, clerical errors or 
the bona fides of advertisers, although every 
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advertisements from doubtful sources. 
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COLLECTORS BUS LIST 143, 
3,000 DIFFERENT MODELS 
48 PAGES £2.40 UK, OVERSEAS £3. 


Includes kit list. Also 400 different exhibition standard 
built kits. Many rare and unusual die-cast, tinplate, and 
plastic buses, old Dinky, Corgi, EFE, Lesney, Brekina, 
Wiking, Diapet, Tomica and Solido plus hundreds of 
others. Cheap models suitable for repainting. 


PIRATE 1/76 METAL KITS 
4008 1947 Dennis Lancet (Aldershot) 
4028 AEC 404 B37C (LT) 

4033 AEC 5Q5 B37F (LT) 

4034 AEC 6Q6 C32C (Greenline) 
4109 AEC Regall C30F (Greenline) 
4406 AEC Renown Rx1 (LT) 

4511 Dennis Loline (Aldershot) 

4527 Crossley Tin Front (Birmingham) £32.95 

16 page kit list - Pirate/Streetscene/W &Tetc £1.20 

Postage £2 per kit 4420 Leyland Olympian ECW Coach CH45/28F £34.95 


JOHN GAY, 7 HORSHAM LANE, UPCHURCH, 
SITTINGBOURNE, KENT ME9 7AL 


4082 AEC Regal T31 Open Platform 


£28.95 
£28.95 
£28.95 
£28.95 
£28.95 
£31.95 
£32.95 


ROUTEMASTER 
BUS CENTRE 


Suppliers of the traditional open platform bus 
AN 129 Reg. No. UPK 129S 

Repainted in London Red. Seats recovered, engine 
and gear box overhaul. Montevideo, Uruguay, 

South America. 


BUSES FOR SALE: 

Single Deck: Leyland National single deck bus. 
Double Deck: Metrobus dual door. Vreg. Leyland 
Atlantean front entrance W. Reg. Back in stock again 
R. Reg. Daimler Fleetline. Dual door bus. Bristol VR 
low-height, single door bus. Choice in stock. 


A variety of open platform routemaster buses, 


SPARES/STOCK 

Overhauled gearboxes for RT/RF buses. 

Radiators for RT/RF buses. Advert frames from RM 
and Scania. 

Fibreglass panels from Scania Metropolitan. 

RT. bonnet plates, garage code plates, RT buses. 


SALES/EXPORTS: 
RM 1102 Reg. No. 102 CLT. (LSJ 872) 
RM 1676 Reg. No. BSL 161 


Niagara Falls Canada. BUSES AVAILABLE FOR FILM & TV CONTRACTS. 


All buses viewed by appointment only 


BRAKELL OMNIBUS SALES (London) 
Phone: +44 (0)20 8644 9132 + Fax: +44 (0)20 8644 4907 


E-mail: //www.solnet.co.uk/brakell. 
Contact E. H. Brakell or J. M. Brakell 


This is a trade advertisement 


BRITAIN’S PREMIER 
SUPPLIER OF 4MM DECALS 


FLEETNAMES, LEGAL LETTERING, 
MANUFACTURERS BADGES, DESTINATIONS 
ETC., MANY EXCLUSIVE TO OURSELVES 


2000 Catalogue detailing Accessories, Decals 
& extended Paint Range. Please send £2 
cheque/P.O. payable to J.M. Lowe at 


P.O. Box 732, Loddon, Norwich NR14 6US 
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(CORGI GOLD STAR STOCKIST), 
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or better still, call and inspect the 
exciting range yourself. 


MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 


C.P. MODELS 
37/39 KING STREET, 
SAFFRON WALDEN, 

ESSEX CB10 1EU 
Tel/Fax: 01799 508073 
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- WANTED - 


Buses and all other vehicles by Dinky, Corgi, 
EFE, Matchbox etc. Also Tinplate toys, 
Trains and Brittains. 
¢ High Prices Paid « 

Can collect. 

Please send list, fax or telephone: 
Andrew Clark, 

24 Moorland Avenue, Baildon, 
Shipley, W. Yorks BD17 6RW. 

Tel: (01274) 594552 Fax: (01274) 594554 


- FOR SALE - 


100s of buses on my sales list. 
Dinky, Corgi, EFE, Matchbox etc... 


Many rare models at fair prices. 
Send SAE or telephone for latest free list. 
Andrew Clark, 

24 Moorland Avenue, Baildon, 
Shipley, W. Yorks BD17 6RW. 
Tel: (01274) 580664. 


CASH PAID FOR EFE, Corgi, etc. Collection or sur- 
plus models. Ring or fax Peter 01372 386998 or 
mobile 07778 160426. 


EFE - A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE AT REASON- 
ABLE PRICES. From early grey box to recent 
issues. Also quality repaints from London Bus 
Repaints. Send SAE for list to: LBR, 10 Hurst Close, 
Headley, Surrey KT18 6DZ. 


WANTED EFE & CORGI MODELS. Good prices 
paid for collections or singles. Ledger, 38 Sandring- 
ham Avenue, Wimbledon Chase, London SW20 8JY. 
Tel: 020 8542 2369. 


EFE £12, CORGI “OO” £13. Post Free. Tel: 01707 
321422. 


THE BUSES HOTLINE on 09068 448667 for all the 
latest news. Updated every Monday and Thursday. 
Calls cost 60p/minute. 


WARRINGTON 
BOROUGH 
TRANSPORT LTD 


offers are invited for 
2 - Bristol RESL6G with East Lancs 
bodies, first registered 1976, 44 seats. 


1964 Leyland Titan PD2 with East 
Lancs body & rear entrance. 


For further details and viewing 
arrangements contact 


Damian Graham on 


01925 634296 


BARGAIN 
Bristol SUL/ECW 


33/37 Seats — restored to 
PCV Class 6 standard. 


Excellent condition. 
£3,500 (inc) or ono. 


Tillingbourne Bus Group 


01483 276880 


SMALL PRIVATE COLLECTION of Bus and Train 
videos for sale to private collectors. Please telephone 
020 8398 4385. 


VOLVO AILSA BSS 


25 Years in Service and Preservation 


“Tf you want to be entertained by 
some well shot and edited film 
sequences, this could be one for 
you”— Alan Millar. 


DAVideo, 69 Chichester Ave 
Netherton, Dudley, 
West Midlands DY2 9JL 


£15 inc. UK P&P 


“You might be tempted to watch it 
more than once” 


BUSES IN KENT 


A veritable feast of archive film from 
the roads of Kent — featuring Buses, 
Trolleybuses and Coaches from 1925 
to the 1960s! (45 minutes). 


Available by post @ £14.99 inc. 
Cheques to Tony Blake, 
49 Chestfield Road, 
Whitstable, Kent CT5 3LD 


BOOKS WANTED. Bus, Tram, Railway and other 
transport books and videos bought for cash. Phone, 
write or visit Keegan's Bookshop, Merchants Place, 
Reading, RG1 1DT Tel: 0118 958 7253 Fax: 0118 958 
5220. 


LONDON TRANSPORT material purchased. Maps, 


timetables, leaflets, blinds, tickets, badges, enamel- 
ware, bus stops. High prices for older, quality mater- 


ial. Tel: 01883 723313. 


EAST 
GRINSTEAD 


SUNDAY 16th APRIL 


Running day featuring 
RT/RTL/GS/RF/XF & RLH 


Regular link to 


BLUEBELL RAILWAY 
KINGSCOTE STATION 


All enquiries with S.A.E. to:- 


COUNTRY BUS RALLIES 
19 Hampton Way, 
East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RHI9 4SG 


JOHN WOODHAMS 
VINTAGE TOURS 


Round the Island by 1939 Open Top 
Bristol KSG CDL 899 - Saturday 15th July 
loW Lost Railways and Transport Archaeology Tour 
by Bedford OB coach - Sat 16th September 

Also various weekend break tours by Bedford OB including 

our popular GOLDEN ARROW PULLMAN weekend. 

John Woodham Vintage Tours, Grove Road, 
Ryde, Isle of Wight P033 3LH. Tel: 01983 812147 


Sunday 4th June 


26th Southend Bus 
& Transport Show 


Southchurch Park East, Lifstan Way, 
Southend on Sea. 
Vehicle & Stall holder applications from: 
The Show Secretary, 
16 Mount Avenue, Westcliff on Sea, 
Essex SSO 8PT 


BARTON TRENT SOUTH NOTTS rally and running 
day 23rd April. Nottingham Heritage Centre, Rud- 
dington. Classic collections, photo specials. For entry 
details contact:- Malcolm Curtis, 1 Fox Avenue, Wed- 


dington, Nuneaton, Warwicks CV10 ODJ. 


BUS & COACH 
EVENTS 


— Sundays |1.30am - 4pm — 
14th May * 9th July * 3rd Sept. 
Cuffley Community Centre, 
Station Road, Cuffley, Herts. 
— Wednesdays 7pm - 9pm — 
19th April *& 16th Aug. * 25th Oct. 
BUSES & COACHES REQUIRED 
FOR STATIC DISPLAY & RIDES 
Donation towards diesel. 
Volunteers required aged 14-19 


Tel: 01707 321422 


WEST RIDING 
TRANSPORT FAIR 


Sunday, March 19th. Ilam to 4pm. 
DEWSBURY BUS MUSEUM, Ravensthorpe. 
Free bus from Dewsbury Bus Station. 


ALL ENQUIRIES: 
13 Lea Street, Lindley, Huddersfield HD3 3LS. 
Tel: 01484 655452 after 7pm. 


TRANSPORT 
COLLECTORS MARKET 


Saturday, 18th March 2000 
11am-3pm 
Regent Square United Reformed Church 
Hall, Wakefield St., London WC1 


The twenty second TCM offers a huge range of 
books, models, postcards, magazines, tickets, 
timetables, photos, maps and many other items. 


Also refreshments and a continuous video show. 


ADMISSION £1.00 until 1.30pm 
free thereafter 


Enquiries: 


Robin Linsley 01442 256329 


March 2000 


FYLDE TRAMWAY SOCIETY 


— Monthly magazine & meetings — 
— latest Bus & Tram News — 
— regular tours and visits — 


Membership — 
Adults £11.50 Senior £6.50 
Junior (under 18) £6.00 (price held) 


SAE — FTS(B), 330 Broadway, Rossall, 
Fleetwood, Lancashire FY7 8BA 


ORGANIC GARDENING SEEDS. The ideal start for 
top crops. Fresh vigorous seeds without chemical 
treatment many popular vegetable, herb and flower 
varieties. Free catalogue from Chase Organics, 
Riverdene Business Park, Molesey Road, Hersham 
Surrey KT12 4RG Tel: 01932 253666 Fax: 01932 
252707. 


RAIL AND BUS BOOKS, magazines and timetables 
purchased/sold especially lan Allan ABCs. Also tick- 
ets and other ephemera. Atter, 20 Gillett Lane, Roth- 
well LS26 OEG. Tel: 0113 282 4986. 


PHOTOBUS 


Colour prints, slides and black and 
white prints of buses, trams, trolleys, 
all areas of the UK, Continental and 
Post Office vehicles 


Send £1.00 for details and 
samples to: 


PHOTOBUS 
Greenacre Barn House, Howe, 


Lyth, Kendal, Cumbria LA8 8DF 
Phone: 015395 68540 


TRANSPORT BOOKSHOP 


REMEMBER WHEN 


No.7 The Pavement, Popes Lane, 
South Ealing, London W5 4NG 
(Underground South Ealing) 
Tel/Fax 020 8579 3356 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 
REGARDING 
OPENING HOURS 
Shop will be open 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
10.30am until 5pm every week 
until further notice. 


ALDENHAM BUS BLINDS 


Over 1000 SELF ADHESIVE 
route displays now in stock for 1:76 
or 1:50 scale London Buses of the 
1940s/50s/60s. 


For list and sample send two first class 
stamps to:- 
S. Saxby, 41 Cae Gwyn, 
Caernarfon LL55 ILL 


INVERNESS - GLENCAIRN GUEST HOUSE. 
Bus/Rail enthusiast provides non-smoking B&B 
accommodation. En-suite rooms available. Credit 
cards accepted. lan/Mary Jamieston Tel: 01463 
232965. 


Kindly mention 


BUSES 


when replying to 
advertisers 


CURRENT FLEET LISTS 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


NORTHUMBERLAND 
AND TYNE/WEAR 


@ £5.00 per book + 50p p+p 


Also ask for a full list of all titles in this series 


PSV CIRCLE 


59 Palmer Avenue, Cheam SM3 8EF 


TAG FLEETBOOKS 


NEW EDITIONS 


1. LONDON £14.00 


4, EAST ANGLIA. £12.00 
Completely revised, including non-PSV and 
preserved vehicles with a comprehensive index. 
Others still available: 

2. SOUTHERN ENGLAND... 
3. SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 
6. WALES 


9. NORTH EAST ENGLAND. 

10. SCOTLAND 

Post & Packing 60p on a single book please, 
multi-orders post free 


From: - TAG PUBLICATIONS, 36 POOLE ROAD, 
WEST EWELL, SURREY KT19 9SH. 


FIRST OWNER YEAR LIST, S reg, £7.50; T Reg, 
£7.75; Where Are They Now? Leyland National 5th 
Edition, £9. Post free from Les Simpson, 37 Roach, 
Dosthill, Tamworth, Staffs B77 1LN. 


NORWICH 


TRAMWAYS 


David Mackley 
series editor Robert J Harley 


All albums £12.95, 120 photographs. Ask 
for our list of Railway and Tramway albums 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


IPOST FREE In UK. Cheque. Visa or Access 


MP] Middleton Press 


Easebourne Lane, Midhurst, 
West Sussex. GU29 9AZ 
Tel: 01730 813169 Fax: 01730 812601 


LIVERPOOL’S 
BUSES 


38 pages, 69 b+w photos + route map/ 
handbills of 1950s & 1960s covering the 
wide variety of buses of LCPT and MPTE. 
£2.00 + £1.00 p&p (UK) from: 


MTPS, 87 Woodsorrel Road, 
Liverpool L15 6UD 


IAN ALLAN BOOKSHOPS the transport enthusiast's 
choice. Come in & see us for the most comprehen- 
sive range in Railway, Bus, Tram & Aviation books, 
videos & models, don't miss out, you can find us at 
45/46 Lower Marsh, Waterloo, London SE1 7SG 
(Rear of Waterloo Station) Tel: 020 7401 2100 or at 
47, Stephenson Street, Birmingham B2 4DH. Tel: 
0121 643 2496, or at Unit 5, Piccadilly Station 
Approach, Manchester M1 2GH. Tel: 0161 237 9840. 


SECONDHAND BUS & COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 
BOOKS, magazines bought and sold. SAE list. Fal- 
conwood Transport & Military Bookshop, 5 Falcon- 
wood Parade, The Green, Welling, Kent DA16 2PL. 
Tel: 020 8303 8291. E-mail falconw @globalnet.co.uk. 
Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday. 


DON’T MISS A COPY OF 


- hand this ORDER FORM to your 
NEWSAGENT TODAY! 


copy of 


Name 


Address 


TO THE NEWSAGENT: 


If you have any problems with this request, please 
contact Marketforce (UK) on 017'1-261-7704. 


| 
| 
L 


DEAR NEWSAGENT - Please 
reserve/deliver for me a regular 


Thank you 
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Restored 
2000 


Compiled in conjunction with the National 
Association of Road Transport Museums and now 
published for the first time, this book promises to 
do for road transport preservation what its long-estab- 
lished companion RAILWAYS RESTORED has done for 
enthusiasts of railway preservation. 


This is a detailed handbook of museums and col- 
lections throughout the British Isles - what there is to 
see, opening times, facilities on offer and much, much 
more! 


ISBN: 0711027471 235mm x 172mm PB £12.99 
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OTHER NEW TITLES OF INTEREST... 


Classic Commercials in Colour 


Barrie S. Watson ISBN: 0711027048 184mm x 240mm HB 80pp £14.99 

A fascinating selection on previously unpublished colour 
photographs portraying a wide variety of commercial vehicles in the 
1960s and early 1970s, and also revealing a glimpse of the rapidly 
changing street scene of this exciting era. Classic nostalgia. 


Recently reprinted... 


Glory Days: Midland Red 

Mike Greenwood ISBN: 0711025894 184mm x 240mm HB 96pp £14.99 
An examination of the great days of Midland Red in the period up to 
its absorption into the National Bus Company. Covering the company’s 
operations and vehicle acquistions from the earliest days prior to World War 1 through to 
the classic BMMO-built vehicles of the 1950s and 1960s. 
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(LATEST BOOKS ALWAYS AVAILABLE FROM MDS BOOK SALES 


BRITISH BUS PUBLISHING 


Chilterns & West AngliaH/bk £12.50 
East Anglia Bus H/bk £12.50 
East Midlands H/bk 1999 £12.50 
Lancs/Manchester H/bk 1999 £12.50 


Leyland Lynx H/bk £8.95 
North East Bus H/bk 1999 £12.50 
Scottish Bus H/bk £12°50 
South Central Bus H/bk £12350 
South East Bus H/bk 1999 £12.50 
South West Bus H/bk £12250 
Yorkshire Bus H/bk £12.50 
CAPITAL TRANSPORT 
Buses in Britain 3 - 1970s £25.00 
First RT’s The £19.95 
Greater Manchester Buses £19.95 
Last Years of the General £16.95 
London Bus File 1940-45 £9.95 
London Bus File 1946-1949 £10.95 
London Bus File 1950-54 £10.95 
London Bus File 1955-63 £9.95 
London Bus H/bk 1999 £15.00 
London Buses Before the War £19.95 
London Buses in the 1960's £25.00 
London Country Bus H/bk £9.95 
London Trolleybus Routes £18.95 
London's Classic Buses £16.95 
London’s Utility Buses £19.95 
London’s Wartime Gas Buses £5.95 


Luxury Travel - Coach Design 58-73 £16.95 
Routemaster H/bk £10.95 


JOHN HAMBLEY 


London Buses & Coaches 39-45 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1946 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1947 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1948 £11.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1949 £10.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1950 £10.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1951 £11.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1952 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1953 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1954 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1955 £12.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1956 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1957 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1958 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1961 £13.95 
London Buses & Coaches 1962 £13.95 
London General Buses of the 20's £14.99 
RTL & RTW Classes After LT £14.95 


IAN ALLAN 
Associated Equipment Company £16.99 


Birmingham Corp Tspt 1904-39 £16.99 
Birmingham Corp Tspt 1939-69 £16.99 


Bus Kaleidoscope 1948 £15.99 
Bus Kaleidoscope 1967 £14.99 
Bus Scene in Colour 

London Buses £13.99 
Charles Roe/Optare £16.99 
Classic Bus Tests £15.99 
Glory Days: BET Group £14.99 


£14.99 
£14.99 
£14.99 
£14.99 


Glory Days: Midland Red 
Glory Days: RT 

Glory Days: Tilling Group 
Heyday of the Routemaster 


Little Red Book 2000 £29.99 
London Buses in the 1970s £14.99 
Routemaster in Colour £14.99 
TAG FLEETBOOKS 
Southern England £14.00 
S & W Midlands £12.00 
Wales £12.00 
E Midlands & S Yorks £14.00 
London Bus 1999 £14.00 
E Anglia 2000 £12.00 
NW England £14.00 
NE England £14.00 
Scotland £14.00 
SW England £12.00 
VENTURE PUBLICATIONS 


40 Years of Buses in Manchester£10.99 
40 Years of Buses in Newcastle £10.99 
75 Years of Cumberland Motor Svs £17.95 
Bedford & British Chevrolet 1923-50 £19.95 


Beyond Reality 

- Leyland Bus Twilight Years £19.95 
Bradford Corporation Trams £15.95 
Bristol Story Part 1 1908-51 £19.95 


Duple - 70 Years of Coachbuilding £19.95 


Preserved Municipal Buses £10.99 
Prestige Series 
No. 1 United £7.50 
No. 2 E Midlands &7.50 
No. 3 E Yorkshire 87.50 
No. 4 Lincolnshire Road Car £7.95 
Southdown Vol 1 £19.95 


Turning Points in a Transport Career £9.95 
Volvo Bus The £27.50 


OTHER PUBLISHERS 


60 Years of Al Service £5.95 


Albion Album - Trucks & Buses £8.95 
Albion of Scotstoun £19.50 
AEC Reliance £16.95 
Alexander Buses 1 1945-61 HB £17.95 
Alexander Buses 2 1961-85 HB £18.95 
Alexander Buses 3 1943-60 HB £18.95 
All Change on the Country Buses £13.95 
American Buses £19.95 
Around Scotland By Bus £11.95 
Barton Part 3 1962-1989 £16.50 
Birmingham Transport £10.99 
Blackpool's Routemasters £3.50 
Bournemouth Trolleybuses £12.95 


Brown Bombers Neath & Cardiff 


Luxury Coaches 87.95 
Bus Enthusiast Review 14 &7.50 
Buses & Trams of Bath £10.95 
Buses in Ulster NIRTB 1935-48 £11.99 
Catch the Bluebird - 

Bluebird Northern £5.95 
Century of Coaching on Exmoor £17.95 
Coachwork by Bristol Tramways £20.00 
Crosville 2 £25.50 
Croydon’s Trolleybuses £12.95 
Early Bus Services in Ulster £17.95 


Fae Dee-Don & Back Again 
100 Years Aberdeen 

Forgotten Double Deckers The 
Fowlers Travel Serving 


£16.50 
£11.95 


the Fens for Half a Century 87.95 
Go Whippet £8.95 
Greyhound Pictorial Tribute £12.99 
Guy Buses of 

Midddlesbrough Corporation £5.00 
Hull Trolleybuses S/B £20.00 
Leyland Atlantean - 

A Family Profile £6.50 
Llanelly Trolleybuses £15.95 
London RLH Remembered £12.95 
London Trolleybus Wiring (North) £5.95 
Looking Back at Blue Buses - 

Lytham St Annes £5.95 
Looking Back at LUT £4.95 
Luton Trams &7.95 
Macbraynes £25.00 
Maidstone Trolleybuses £12.95 


Midland Red in Western Midlands £4.95 
Newbury & District Motors 1932-52 £6.75 
Nostalgic Look at 

Belfast Trolleybuses 1938-68 £19.95 

Birmingham Trolleybuses £19.95 

Llandudno & Colwyn Bay Trams £19.95 
On the Buses - Memoirs of 

West Brom Busman &7.50 
Reading Trolleybuses £12.95 
Rotherham & District Tspt 1 -1914 £18.95 
Rotherham & District Tspt 2 - 1939 £16.50 
Small is Beautiful 


AJS/Blazefield Holdings £15.95 
Stagecoach: 
Classic Rags to Riches Tale £18.99 


Stagecoach Diary 1997-1998 £9.95 
Stratford Blue Motors Remem. £14.95 
Sunderland Corp. Buses 1923-74 £9.95 
Trent Motor Services P1 1905-45 £19.99 
Wilts & Dorset 1915-95 A History £18.95 
Wolverhampton Transport Vol. 1 £8.95 
Wolverhampton Transport Vol. 2 £14.95 
Woolwich & Dartford Trolleybuses £12.95 


NEW/OUE THIS MONTH BUSES IN BRITAIN 
2000 Arriva Bus H/bk £16.00 os 
2000 First Group H/bk £16.00 


2000 Stagecoach Bus H/bk £16.00 
Trams of the West Midlands £6.00 
100 Years of Buses Video £14.99 
100 Years of Trams Video £14.99 


Chiswick Works £14.95 
Stagecoach: 

Classic Rags to Riches Tale £9.99 
Ice Cream Vehicles £6.50 
All Over Advertbus H/bk £12.50 


Leyland Society Journal No 1 £5.00 
General Motors New Look Bus £17.95 
Blackpool Tram/Bus F/bk 99 £4.95 
Road/Rail in Ireland 1900-2000 £14.99 


Walsall Nostalgic Tour 
by Bus/Tram/Trolleybus £15.95 
Municipal Refuse Carts £6.50 


Story 2 


1951-83 
due April 
2000 
£19.95 
Order your 
copy now post free. 
Signed 
copies 
available on 
request, 
prior to 
publication 


THE PRESTIGE SERIES 
NO 4 LINCOLNSHIRE ROAD 
CAR CO 
Available now, £7.95 


— 
5 Unitey 
East Sey 

- Midtang 


ye 


Basis, 89 i 
st Yorks, aa 
Aref 


Also available 
United, East Midlands and 
East Yorkshire (£7.50). 


Coming soon 
Yorkshire Traction £7.95 


SPECIAL OFFER SEE OUR WEB SITE 


Foes’ voature, Jan Alan. www.mdsbooks.co.uk 
John Hambley, British Bus gy our full range of titles 
Publishing, Capital Transport, 
E Unless otherwise indicated above, books listed in 
TAG or Bus Enthusiast titles post this advert are available now. Where titles are not 
i yet available, the date and price given are the 
free in the UK (overseas See below) publisher's best estimates at the time of going to 
press and are subject to alteration by them. We are 
happy to accept advance orders for new publications 
and will despatch as soon as copies are received 
from publishers, but cannot guarantee delivery 
dates until books are in stock. Stock titles normally 


GE despatched on the day your 


VISA___ order is received. 


POSTAGE 
All orders £30.00 & over 
post free (UK only) 


Other UK please add £2.50. 
Overseas please add 20% 


This is just a selection of the many titles we have in stock. Send SAE for our latest list, or call in at our shop at 128 Pikes Lane Glossop. 
Open Mon-Fri. 9:30 - 6pm and some Sats 10-4pm (ring to check). We also offer a book search service. Tell us what you want and see if we can help. 


MDS 800K SALES (DEPT 80300) FREEPOST SK2162 GLOSSOP DERBYSHIRE SK13 SEH w@ 01957 6150S 


ELEASES FOR EB 2000 


1:76 Scale/00 gauge precision diecast models 


24402 Alexander Fleetline BOURNEMOUTH TRANSPORT. oO 
Following the massive interest in the Bournemouth Alexander Atlantean that we 
27201 Leyland TD1 BOLTON TRANSPORT. fl produced in 1997, this latest model is an Alexander Fleetline in the livery of 
The first release of our new casting is in the distinctive livery of Bolton and features the Bournemouth Transport with its distinctive blue flash. Fleet number 197 registered 
open staircase version of the Leyland TD1. Fleet number 54, registered WH1553 is on CRU 197C is on route 32 to Jumpers via Richmond Hill. 


route to Coronation Square and the fine detailing on the model includes an engine 
crank handle and bulkhead fuel pump. 


20626 Plaxton Pointer/Dart MIDLAND RED. 4 
Continuing to build our Midland Red fleet is this attractive Pointer Dart in modern 

‘ styling. The model features Fleet number 313, registered N313 XAB on 192 
16213 Bristol MW HANTS & DORSET. oO Birnioiehs va eRlderminster . cian 
The Hants & Dorset fleet has a strong following and this MW coach is expected to be in 
great demand. Registered YEL 229 and in the coaching livery, fleet number 229 is on 
route to the Wye Valley. 


26306 Guy Il Utility SOUTHDOWN. 
In response to the many requests received for our utililty to be produced in this popular 


15908 Leyland PD1 Highbridge WARRINGTON CORPORATION. [sl] livery, we have modelled fleet number 409 registered GUF 69. The model features 
One of the few Corporation fleets still operating is Warrington. This attractive model route 12 to Seaford and carries advertisements for Co-op shopping and Henty and 
features Fleet number 19 registered EED 3 on route 1 to Westy via Knutsford Road and Constables Ales. 


carries advertisements for Walkers Bitter. 


@ SHEARINGS 


Carefree Coaching Holidays... 


“— —_——— )” 


22710 Alexander Y Type STAGECOACH WESTERN. 

Our first Stagecoach model features Western Buses and the striped livery suites this 
vehicle particularly well. Fleet number 685 registered TSJ 85S on route 359 to Newton 
Stewart will be in great demand, place your orders early. 


26606 Plaxton Paramount 3500 SHEARINGS. iz 


Looking particularly attractive the modern Shearings livery suits our Paramount, making 
a very collectable model. Fleet number 957, registered H957 DRJ was a rare vehicle 
because only a few Paramounts were repainted into this new Shearings livery. 


Keep up to date with all our model release information by joining our Subscription Service for an annual U.K. fee of £4. 
Send stamps, cheque or postal order to: 


Exclusive First Editions, RO. Box 24510, London, E17 4TG 


—— 


